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(aught In

Over the last few months, the sale of Commodore
has thrown up problem after problem. Now with an
end i sight and Amiga Intemational appearing fo be
n the lead, several revelations have appedred and
cast yet another shadow of doubt over the whole

Gould, the former top Commodore executives ‘may
ry and block a legal agreement that cleared the way
for the company's assets to be sold.”

PROBLEMS, PROBLEMS

The first problem that has plagued the manage-
ment buy-out from day one has been the constant
bickering over whose jurisdiction the court proceed-
ings should go through — the US or the Bahamas.
After many days round the conference table there
has finally been an agreement.

“The liquidators are being allowed to use whichever
provisions of US or Bahamian law are in the best
interest of the estate, as long as the US-based sys-
tem of bidding is adhered to. And this is what Medhi
Allis rumoured 1o be unhappy about

Under these terms, Commodore executives such
as All and Gould could be held “egally accountable
for any actions that they took 12 months prior to the
Jiguidation fiing in May 1994 In theory, it would be
quite possible for the liquidators to sue both former
execuives and others i they are found to have had

The battle of the bidders confinues this month with
the David Pleasance-led management buyout
team and CEI, headed by Alex Amor, racing to
clinch the deal. As has been the case over the last
few months, potential buyers come and go and
then pop up again when least expected.
om, the German-based company, after orig:
nally offering $12 millon for Commodore, seemed
1o have vanished from the picture but rumour has it
that the firm is stil nterested in buying. Another
contender has stepped in, apparently representing
a major American technology company — the
of which their representative declined t0 reveal
The buzz on CompuServe would suggest that
CEl are back in the saddle but Pleasance is ever-
Gonfident, i a litlle more cautious than usual: “The
Jiquidator is pushing our investors to sign the

Tale of four bidders

APRIL 1995

By ADAM PHILLIPS :

the web

any responsibility in the company’s demise or the
{mproper manipulation of its assets 12 morths prior o
the sale. Further rumour has it that Al and co. would
have preferred the entre dealings to have been dealt
with exclusively by the Bahamian courts, where the
review of their actions would only date back three
months not twelve as is the case now.

Another area in discussion at present is the sum of

taken months 1o resolve.

David Pleasance isn't so worried though: *| don't
Know if there is any substance to the Al affir.but the
bottom line i that they will not have the power, nobody
will have the power 1o overrule what the courts fule. |
don't think il hod the sale u

‘Added to this mix of bureaucratic dealings is the sad
news that the judge of the case has gone on emer
gency loave for two weeks after a death in his famiy.
The delays continue.

contract, He did say to our investors on Tuesday
that we are the only players... but you never know,
there are so many rumours.” At the moment, their
main delay is amendments to the 93-page docu-
ment that lays out the intricate workings of the

sale.

In his eyes though, the deal has to go through
soon because he knows there has o be fresh
stock on the retail shelves by July/August to start
the steady lead up to Christmas. “The liquidator
has realised that we're rapidly approaching the
sell-by-date and if he doesn't get his finger out, we
won't achieve our objectives” commented
P

leasance
Indeed, he truly believes that the situation will be
resolved very shortly. Judging from the latest
developments though, the future is stil uncertain.
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Inter...what?

While the computer-holcs among us witer
on about the Information Highway, RISC:
based architecture and cybersex, a survey
carried out by Key Note has revealed, per-
haps not surprsingly, that the majority of
people don't know thir keyboards from ther
SCSi dives.

Just 18 per cent of over 1000 peaple
questioned said they considered themselves
10 be a competent computer user, while vl
over a third (37 per cent), said thy rarely,
ever use a computer.

The much-vaunted paperles office that
was the tak of the specialst press in the
eighies i stil  long way of, claims the sur-
ey producers, with ony six per cent of peo-
ple using electronic mail

To get your copy of the fll resulsof the
UK Computer Market, phone Key Note on
0181 7830755,

Speed along
the net

The new Supra V34 and VFast
modems are now avallable from First
Computer Centre. The expected price
is £233.83 and the manufacturers
claim the modem should equal or out
perform any currently available V34s
on the market for the price they're ask-

‘The firm is also releasing a Prima
CD-ROM package based on the suc-
cessful Squirrel interface. For more
details, phone Bryan Cobbley on
01132 319444,

Plentiful peripherals

For those looking to spend a little extra cash
on their computer, Silica have two new prod-

155, ucts to tempt your wallet with. The first,

designed by Amitek, is the Loader 500, &
eplacement drive for the AS0D and 500 plus

t comes with a step-by-step instruction

guide that should hopefully help even the

| most technophobic punter muster up

enough courage 1o open their machine. The
unit costs £39 and has a two-year extended
warranty

Silica’s other release is the Amitek Mamba,
a modulator with a price tag of £34. The
external peripheral is simply plugged in and

sette recorder with a direct video input
Graphics and sound can then be recorded to
tape using a suitable optional video lead

For more details on these and other
products, drop Silica a line on 0181308 1111

(omic strip presents

Any subject an Intermet user can think of will invariably pop up some-
with the launch of CartooNet on the World
iccess European comics, graphic novels and
cartoon strips with the click of a button.

Launched by the European Cartoon Arts Network, the intention s to
provide new opportunities for cartoonists and comic strip artists of all
types by offering an opportunity to link with fellow creators il over the
world,

“The other reason for the launch s to readdress a problem that has
been on the increase over the last few years. “The European carioon
and comic strip industry has tended to be overshadowed by its
American and Japanese counterparts” said John Davies, the manag-
ing director of Federated, the company behind the design and develop-
ment of the idea. “The Cartoon Arts Network aims to raise the profile of
European cartoon arts as an equal force in the international market

To see what the team have come up with, point your Web browser
at hitp:/Awww.pavilion.co.ukicartoonet/

Amiga Computing
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Music for maestros

As computers slowly take over the
world of music with samplers, synthe-
sisers and Amigas, users interested in
finding out more about how to use their
computer to create masterpieces
should pay the Olympia-based Midi,
Electronic music and Recording Show a
visit during the weekend of 21st-23rd
April

“The exhibition is intended to highlight
what's ‘hip'n'happening’ in the music
world and also offer computer users the
chance to visit "How To' dlinics, see the
latest kit and ‘try before you buy.

There are aiso a series of seminars
running throughout the weekend where
hardware and software developers
can be asked questions, complained at
and generally harassed. For more
details, phone Kate Bartlett on
01225 444601

* ok k ok

Franklin lawsuit dropped

A few months ago, Amiga Computing
heard that the legal wranglings between
Commodore UK and Steve Frankiin, its
former boss, were on the verge of being
dropped. These rumours were denied
by Pleasance at the time.

Now though, after two years of mis-
conduct accusations aimed at Franklin
and counterclaims made against
Commodore UK by the former MD, both
parties have decided o call it quits and
withdrawn the claims against each
other.

* ok x

(ouncil in games shocks!

It has been revealed that the offices of
Camden Council have been busy
designing future ciies. Not in reality
you understand, but on Simeity 2000 —
and instead of going about some of
their dally duties in helping the North
London borough

‘The problem seems to have caused
quite an upset among management
who have offered an amnesty to those
staff indulging in games during office
hours.

Staff involved with the downloading
of games had to confess by a certain
deadiine and any guilly indviduals who
didn' step forward could be certain of
disciplinary action.




Mew data
protection guidance

Anyone interested in finding out thelr
rights concerning companies holding infor-
mation about their personal dealings can
contact the Data Protection Registrar
who have released a new series of quide-
lines.

Information  Services
Department on 01625 535777.

* Kk

Stranahan to
strut stuff

Seen by many as Lightwave's gurs, Lee
Stranahan and his brother Ken, who is
apparently a Video Toaster expert.
are joining ranks at the seminars being
held at Premier Vision in April. While cost-
ing in the region of £200 for the day, the
‘classes' will be smaller to allow more peo-
ple o ask as many question as they can in
the time.

According to Andy Bishop at Premier,
tickets are selling fast, so drop them
a line in the very near future on 0171 721
7050,

* ok k ok

Bargain basement

Alterative Image's powerful titling system
Scroller 2 has taken a price dip from £80
to £30. The main reason the Leicester-
based company is offering the reduction
is the ongoing, unresolved Commodore
sa

ga.
To get hold of a copy, call Henri Bujko
0n 01633 440041
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llo mess, no loss

Whether you're a home user or part of a com
pany that uses computers, a growing amount
of punters are falling victim to hardware theft
Retainaguard have produced a simple system
they believe will deter professional and oppor-
tunist thieves ailke.

Available at various computer dealers and
manufacturers, the system is based round a
uricue and obvious peemanen mare, The
marking comes in the form of a code number
Tegistered wih the Natonal Propery Securty
Register and is easily applied to part of the
hardware by the use of a stencil and etching
fuid

When a potential customer comes info con-
tact with a piece of marked ki, they can phone
the 24-hour checkline to see if the coded
equipment is up for sale or is on the list of
stolen equipment.

For more details, contact Retainaguard on
0181 870 2224

Retanaguard Protactyour machinerom th thret of
thieves and oppor intent on ruining your day

lightwave 4: The next generatiun

Its the package that 3D animators all over the planet
have been waiting for with baited breath. Top
en commissioned on the basis that
Lightwave can create the al-mportant special effects

shows have be

within cos

flicient budgets.

Now, the arrival of version 4 is imminent, with Beta
versions of the software surfacing in Britain. For those
who've held off buying version 3.5 uniil the release of
this, the latest chapter, they have a variety of new

options to look forward to.

MORE CHOICE

There

ness and streak intensity in the lens fare option,

Other features include basic inverse kinematics,
improved support for Picasso 2 that allows the abilty
to view Lightwave properly in higher resolutions,
easier 1o view XYZ axis in modeller, improved

Owid Wren

Wright
IBUTION COMAG (0895) 44055

are up to four new plug in textures, a glow
effect for each object, the abilty to load Fiyer and PAR
clps directly onto any surface, improved shadow map-
ping lights and adjustable streak densit, streak sharp-

CHARMAN  Richard Hese
MANAGING DIRECTOR 11 Boomield

metaform with adjustable maximum smoothing angle

US  and, what could be a blessing for home users, slightly

improved rendering times.

Meanwhile, with the imminent launch of Lightwave
on the PC and Silicon Graphics, NewTek are doing
their utmost to assure Amiga users that they should
not worry about the company turning its back on the
machine.

“The majority of our user base currently uses
Amigas and many prefer it for deskiop video and
graphics applications,” commented NewTek.
However, since Lightwave is quickly becoming &
standard for professional 3D graphics users, we felt it
was time we provided Lightwave's power to other
platiorms.”

In the meantime Premier Vision, the suppliers of the

ackage, are hoping that the final and completed

Lightwave 4 will be availablo from the beginning of
April ‘95. For more information on this and other proc
uats, call Andy Bishop at Premier Vision on 0171 721
050,

0513572961
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POWER COMPUTING LTD
44alb Stanley St. Bedford MK4| 7RW
Tel 01234 273000 Fax 01234 352207

Next Day £5.00
2-3 Days £2.50 Saturday £10.00
Deliveries are subject to stock availabilty

Allow up to 7 days for cheques to clear

LERH 01234 273000

NEW

CD-RO

CD-ROM 27
INC. CD32

EMULATION

£199

x2 CD-ROM

DOUBLE SPEED CD ROM

y
£299

x4 CD-ROM
QUAD SPEED CD ROM

o

iy

e il Pl e o e T

i jech Fan S o

N I POWER CD-ROM el COMPARISON CHART

os row

I The new Power CD-ROM for the Amiga 600/1200 plugs

e directly into the PCMCIA port and provides a direct SCSI-I

43 and SCSL11 interface, allowing up to six additional peripherals

ok 0 be connected, for example: Syquest Drives, Hard Drives,

“9:’ Flatbed Scanners and Dat Drives. What's more the Power

oe- CD-ROM features a “Hot-Plug’ and ‘Un-Plug’, which

i allows you to conneet/discanneet at any tme the Power runpLUG TR FRR
CD-ROM and any additional devices, even when your /AUTOMATIC BOOTING OF CD-ROMS v e

l Amiga is switched on. D+ AMIGA SOUND MIXING FACILITIES vE B

'COMPATIBLE WITH ACCELERATOR CARDS v i

The CD-ROM comes with a SCST interface, PSU, manual, 12 MONTHS WARRANTY: 8 RO

; audio lead, mains lead* and software: Audio CD, CD32 COMPLETE WITH UTILITY SOFTWARE v -

. Emulacion, MPEG Fili Decoder and PhotoCD software. a9 €9

1 Amiga 600/1200 Amiga 4000 s v Accessories

. Double - Speed Double - Speed

CD-ROM ... £199
Quad - Speed

CD-ROM ... £299

CD-ROM ... £159

_?S’:of«"“" £259

Amiga 4000
sCsk-interface .£129
Multi-media Speakers
80 Watt .......

Trade and Educational orders welcome - Worldwide distribution available




The Game

Development System

@ you tred of those “BASIC" game dovelopmnt systers? Ready for one that you
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Creating fast parallax scrolling landscapes i oasy.
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miga Envoy, developed at Commodore
as a peer-to-peer networking standard
all Amigas and equipped with
SANA-II compatible networking hardware, was
finally released last year, following
modore’s demise, by Intangible Assets
Manufacturing (IAM). Envoy makes basic net-
working much easier 10 set up, and also pro-
vides a homogenous networking system that
can be used 1o tie dissimilar network setups
together. You might have two Amiga 40005 con-
nected with Ethernet cards, and a third Amiga.
600 attached with an inexpensive SANA-I par-
allel cable connection: Envoy can let them all
talk to each other.
1AM software engineers Heinz Wrobel and
Dale Larsen have now added a numbes of fea-
tures to the package, producing it as Amiga
Envoy 2.0. These new features include support
of AmigaDOS 2,04 DOS packet types (including

Uideo on a card

Finally, a use for that e slot on the leftside of your Amiga 12001 Quadrant
has introduced GardCam: Videoln, a real-time video capture card for
PCMCIA-equipped Amigas. CardCam captures 24-bit colour images from
2y ieo s an saies e P24 ol Th deds s s
selectable composite and S-Video inputs, and can capture both PAL and
NTSC video sources (640576 in PAL, Saindoo NTSC). The software
supports on-screen preview of live video, making it easy to set up live
captures or find the ight spot in a recording,

‘GardCan: Videoln works on any Amiga 600 or 1200 running Workbench
3.0 orlater. A hard drive is recommended due to the size of the IFF24 files.
Optional Microsoft Windows drivers let you use the card with a PC and
Video for Windows as well

“The card retais for $400, and is available from Quadrant Interational, 65
Valley Stream Parkway, Malvern, PA 19355. Phone (610) 251-9999; Fax
(610) 251-9020; BBS (610) 251-9723. You can also get information via elec-
tronic mail by e-mailing 75147.2243@compuserve.com with the words
“Amiga CardCam’ in the subject ine.

“The author of the CardCam capture software for Quadrant didn't stop
there. He's also created a driver that will et you use most PCMCIA modems
and serial cards with your A600 and A1200. The PGMCOM device driver lets
you plug a serial or modem card in and use it with any Amiga communica-
tions software that supporls altemate serial device drivers.

COMMUNICATION

The driver supports the hardware FIFO buffers that are built info most
PCMCIA modems, allowing error-free communications at high speeds. It
also supports connecting baud rates up to 115,200 Bf
Preferences program lets you select baud rates faster than those supported
in Commodore's Serial Preferences program, which maxes out at MIDI
speed

The software supports the Megahertz X~Jack modems and the Smart
Modular Technologies Smart Serial Port card. It also supports most other
PCMCIA modems and serial cards, although some AMP, DataRace and
Practical Peripherals modems aren't Amiga-compatible and can't be
i oty e

only §:
Al directly from author Erik- Glaskonsian a1 254
Crooked Lane, King of Prussia, PA 19406, Fax (601) 277-9006, or send
e-mailfo equack@bix.com with the subiect ine ‘PCMCIA nfo" for more
information

Fseen video producers happy

record locking and notification), support for remov-
able media such as floppies and Syquest car-
tridges, enhanced reliability and robust recovery,
localisation, AmigaGuide documentation, and

ore.
The upgraded version is being sold at $25 for

(e s e

A box of delights

This month Denny Atksin looks at
the release of a new networksing
Sstandard, and footage and
capture cards to Feep all -

P—

current Envoy owners — the retail price of Envoy
2.0 is $59.95 ~ and Almathera Systems Inc. is the
UK distributor for Envoy and other 1AM products.
Online users can get more info by e-mailing
info@iam.com onnecting 1o
hitp://www.iam.comiiam on the World Wide Web.

Footage for a field day

Accadia Electronic Arts (no relation o that other Electronic Arts) has a
unique new product that will come in handy for Deskiop Video producers and
3D ariss alike. The GD-ROM, motioncips, contains over 8,000 frames of
foyally-fee stock footage that can be used in any video projoct
me is stored s a 752x480-pixel 24-bit Jpeg fl. Importthem one-

by-one and map them onto objects (such as a TV screen) in your 3D anima-
tion, or run them through an image-processing program first to add effects
such as Emboss or Ol Paint. There are 20 image sequences in al indluding
a toy train (pictured here), a shimmering water surface (grea for mapping
onlo a 8D lake), time-lapse moving clouds, and a cute clay-animation jazz
trio

The CD-ROM selis for $149.95 and is available from Accadia Electronic
Ats, 436 West Delavan Avenue, Buffalo, NY 14213 USA. Call (716) 881-
5215, or dial thei electronic bullfin board at (716) 882-1774 to download a
complete st ofimages.
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Next month in

Amca

The biggest software
give-away ever!

In the May issue of
Amiga computing we
bring you over 10,000 PD
and Shareware files
absolutely free
Including:

i 500 24-bit images, with
both Ham8 and Ham

interlaced versions.

i Over 1300 examples of
coloured clip art, plus
another 2100 in mono

$#120 bitmapped Amiga

fonts, over 100 colour fonts, :
80 PosfScript, over 100
4 Adobe fonts, plus a massive
collection of Compugraphic
fonts and scalable clip art
& Over 750 music modlules
with more than 2300
pro-quality samples
JaPlus: Allthe ufilfies,
viewers and assorfed support
| files needed fo make the
very best of this amazing
€D give-away

% Add all this fo the most
comprehensive and
feature-packed ediforial in
the business and you arrive at
Amiga Computing.
Quite smply the best Amiga
‘ magazine money can buy...

On sale 6th April
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De-archiving applications - Worksbench 2.0 and aboue

Always boot from your CoverDisk when de-
archiving applications. The installer pro-
can be located via the install icon
the appropriate name in
WB_283_Only drawer.

The de-archiving procedure has been
much improved and now combines the
power of the official Commodore installer
program with that of Workbench 2.0 and 3.0.

The installer program is designed to be
powerful yet simple for the beginner and
features a user-friendly interface allowing
you to de-archive programs with a minimum
‘amount of fuss. The installer programs for
Workbench 2 and 3 users can be located via
the icons name

tnstaltenn

To run, simply double click on the icon
which will load up the installer program.

Using the installer
Ignore the buttons that appear when the
installer program boots up and simply click
n the Proceed button. The program will
then copy the necessary fles to RAM.
Once this has finished it wil inform you
that it is abou to format a disk in DFO. lick

“The Files drawer con-
tains all the utilities

provided so that you
can play these imme-
diately. If you want to
install the games
make sure you copy
all the ry files
across as lsted in the
CoverDisk pages.

accvven oSk (I

The Amiga (omputing loverlists is

on Proceed, at which point you wll be lold
toinsert a blank disk ready fo formatting

have clicked on Proceed, the

installer will indicate that t s formating the

DFO. When this has finished, click

on Proceed again to start the de-archiving

procedure. Whan the applcation has bean

de-archived you will be told where the de-

archived files are. Click once again on

possible. Follow these instructions and
you'll be up and running in no time!

designed to be as simple to use as

Proceed to finish.
If at any time you are unsure as to
‘whether you want to continue instaling, you
an click on the Abort Install button.
Occasionally, utilties may need to add
instructions 1o your User-Startup filelocated
in the S directory so that they willfunction
correctly. If you want to add the instruc-
tions, ciick on Proceed when prompted.

Worksbench 13

/B_1.3_Only drawer.

Installarogran nanel 1.3

InstaltpAL3

prepare itself ready to d

Always boot from your CoverDisk when de-archiving
applications. The installer programs can be located via
the install icon with the appropriate name in the

When you load up the 1.3 installer the program wil first
je-archive the program 10 a

blank disk(s). You will then be asked to insert a disk to
be formatted into DFO and either press y to continue or
ntoabort.

Provided you answer y, the disk you insert will be
formatted and the application de-archivet

Installing utilities
You should firstrun the MakeUtitesDisk 1.3 to ormat
a blank disk called ACUilities which wil be used o
store any utltes you eventualy nstal

“This sk can be used with future CoverDisk uties
until it becomes full. The MakeUltilitiesDisk1.3 program
will be a permanent feature of the CoverDisk.

o install any utities, boot your machine with your
GoverDisk inserted in DF. Utities can be instaled by
clicking on their install icon found in the appropriate
drawer in the WB._1.3_Only crawer. You cannot specily
their destination and any additions 1o the Startup-

nce mustbe done manual

When installed the utiities are copied to a drawer
called ACUtS on the ACUtiios disk.

Amiga Computing
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We have now managed to fix the prob-
fom wih AmigaDOS dlepiayog » cak
is write protected: ter when
T
make

sure you insert a
when the installer programs tell you
and not before or after.

Installing utilities

The procedure for insaling utlites is much
the same as insialling applications, except
that you can boot from your hard drve or
Workbench disk. As uiies don't need 1o be
de-archived, you are asked to specify a
dieciory on your hard dive or Workbench
disk where you would ke {0 install them

1f you don't want 1o instll {0 the default
directory you can change i by clicking on
Change Destinaon. The Show Drives bu-
fon wil allow you to select a new device and
directory. You can create a new drawer for
‘your utilty to go in by clicking on the Make
New Drawer bution and typing in the name.

You can also make a utilties disk by run-
ring the MakeUtitiesDisk' 3 program locat-
edin the WB_1.3_only drawer and instaling
your uiiiies to here. At times you may be
asked If you want to instal a uiity's docu-
mentation. A ck box indcates that the docu-
mentation is selected for inclusion, but you
an click on the box 1o ignore it or simply
click on the Skip This Part bution

“The uiiity installe programs can be found
in the appropriate program drawer in the
WB_283 Only crawer.




WMilover Distss
Talls to the world

With Amiga [omauting’s enclusive deman Interet
offer, you can take a strall through the global
uillage for @ whole month - free of charge!

onnecting to the Intemet fsn't just
/a matter of paying the phone bills.
‘Someone somewhere has to

pro-
vide you with a link to the wider world of

Internet, and they need a lot of expensive

modems, data lines,
do so. Companies which offer such connec-
tions are called ‘service providers’, and one
of the biggest in the UK is Demon Intemet
Senvices (DIS)

In an exclusive offer to Amiga Computing
readers, Demon have agreed to waive the
normal £11.75 per month account charges
50 that you lucky people can take advan-
tage of the company's extensive links to the
Intemet for a trial period, before deciding
Whetner o no o sin up o Good. Al you
e echwars o e oicnna

your

and identifying IP number, you can't all log
on with the same one. You'l have to fll out
the coupon on these pages and retum it to
Dermon before following this step-by-
quide to getting started;

1. Fill in the coupon and send it off to

Demon. The reply shouid take two or three
days and will contain one of the three
nodenames you specify on the coupon.

2. Use NComm, JRComm, Term, or any
other standard Amiga comms package o
dial one of the DIS 'Points of Presence’
(PoPs — see list). Use the fastest speed
your modem will allow and the usual 8
data bits, No parity, 1 stop bit settings

1)

3. At the login prompt, type the nodename
supplied by Demon. This will identify you

carefully and make sure you type the

screens might want o temporarily change
their display preferences now as the
installer program you are about to run
prefers interlace, especially when it offers
you a long list of possible PoP phone

s,

If you have a Workbench 3.0 machine,
just double-click on the Prepare icon. If
You are running Workbench 2.04, open a
CLiand type

EIECUTE 110 PREBARE 510>
where <HD> is the name of your hard

drive, such as DHO: or Work.
6. Follow the installation procedure very

4 Wait uni the Demon server ﬂm:mes on
your IP number, then write this down or
loce o paper longsde your pasowerd
Now log out.

5. Insert the CoverDisk in DFO. Those who
don't normally use high resolution interlace

carefuly,
screen. These contain a great deal of
information about the installation itself and
should notbe ignored.

7. Your hard drive will now contain a
directory called AmigaDIS, and inside it
there will be an icon called Connect.




‘Assuming you correctly followed the install
program, you should be able o double-
click on this to have the software
dial Demon and enter your details
automatically. Now off you gol

Dur first session

now you've gone through steps 110 7,
you've connected o the Demon PoP of
your choice, and should now be looking at
2 Workbench screen containing two win-

The bottom win ignored
for the moment. It ust reports what the
AmigaNOS software is doing, which at the
moment will be checking with the news
server and downloading messages from
your chosen newsgroups (see news
panel)

The top window is where you'll type
commands, 50 well start with a simple ftp
session. File Transfer Protocol (fp) is the
best way to downioad fils from an nteret
site, but it also requires that you first con-
nect to the fip fle server, which could be'a
separate computer altogether or a huge
hard drive attached to a local area network
on the same site.

10 et sy of ot kel np
servers around the world, you wt
ip then the server's addre: u,maswa\lbe
starting close to home, type:

. ftp.denon.cok

You will see a message stating that the
program s connecting to the server, then
you wil see the following prompt:

0-
220- Welcome to Demon Internet's ftp
archive.

22

0-
220- disabuse.demon.co.uk FTP server.
Feady

220- enter user name:

Type fip and hit Retum so that the server
knows we're taking advantage of anony-
mous fip. The next thing you'll be asked for
is your password, which is your full e-mail
address. This means that if your user name
Is Joe' and your nodename ‘Bloggs’, you'd
type:

Remember that you're now on a Unix sys-
tem, and Unix is case-sensitive. If you have
a user name which starts with a capital let-
ter, you have 1o type a capital letter. The
server will now accept your e-mail address
and you'll be ready to start downloading.
To avoid long on-fine times on this first
jon, we'll download one of the Demon
support documents which wasn't included
on the CoverDisk. You can find a lst of the
commands available on the ftp server by
typing ‘help' and hitting Return, but we'll
concenirate for now on just a few. First,
type:

d fpubldoc

“This wil result in a message which says

1 the ‘WD command was successful,
and if you type ‘dir' followed by Return you
will see a list of the files in the /pub/doc
directory. The one we want is called
‘Support.fag and the command to download
‘get, s0 type:

hosh
set Suport.fag

Why did ws type Tl s Woll on @
typical fip server you won't I feed-
back on the progress of your conmioad. 1
howver, you type ‘hash’ followed by
Retun,  hash mark will appear on screen
o represent every subsequer bytes
of data you download.

By default, the directory in which your
downloads are saved S software
is AmigaDIS/AmigaNOS/SLIP/Downloads,
and that's where you'l find the Suppor faq
file we've just fetched. To leave the fip
server type ‘quit, which will return you to
the window from where we started, and
you can log off by typing ‘exit”

Congratulations on successfully
completing your firs Internet ftp session.

Session g: E-mail

Onvine time, when phone bills are crucial,

mail. We actually create and read i off-ine
using the Eim mailing package supplied on
the CoverDisk. To run EIm, double-click on
the Read Mail icon, which will bring up a
large window, mostly blank, with a number
of command options shown at the foot of
the screen
For now we just want 1o send a mes-
sage, so either choos the New Mail option
from the Mail menu o press the ‘m key.
The editor you chose 1o use during the
installation procedure will now load and
contain a blank file with two lines at

the top.
After the To:'in the first ine, type:

L ok

conpden.

o send an e-mal to our resident mailbag
man. Next, in the second line after the
word ‘Subject:”type ‘test’. Now enter a
short message of a couple of words.

When you've finished typing, use your

s
|
|
|
|
I
I

Browsing the Web
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editor's save command or menu option,
then quit outof the ecitor 10 be retumed to
Elm. You willbe confronted by a window of
options concerning Mime encoding (a more
advanced topic which we can't cover here)
and so on, but the one you want to cick on
is the second one down.

This wil ensure that a receipt is sent to
your mailbox 1o confirm that the message
reached us, a receipt which could be you
first piece of received e-mal, To ot the
message, just use the Quit option from the
Folder men or press the ' key.

Your message has now been sent (o the
mal queue and s walting to be uploaded to
Demon's mail server. To upload it simply
double-click the Connect icon again and
walt until you have been logged in. Now
type ‘mbox’ to view the current state of
your mailbox, and you should see that the
message is there.

o send i, you have to Kick n the Simpie
Mail Transfer Protocol (SMTP) program,
which wil scan your maibox for unposted
messages and send them on their way. Do
this by typing:

satp kick

You should see confirmation that the mes-
sage has been sent, and you can now log
off by typing ‘exit as before. That was your
first Intenet e-maling session.

iessage has been received it will be
downloaded during the same SMTP
session, and you will see it listed in the
main Elm window as soon s you load
the program again. It can then be read and
if you wish you can choose to feply
(using the ‘r' key or the appropriate
menu item), which will load your editor

“This time, the message you are replying
to will be quoted and each line highiighted
by a > symbol to mark the lines out as
parts of the message to which you are

e mallwil rscove & ropy compiete wih hia
or her original message.
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Session 3. News

Newsgroups are the lfeblood of the Intenet and are where a great dea of the day-
to-day actvity goes on. You may already have chosen a couple of newsgroups
using the option available during software installation, but if you smply left the
default groups as they were you should be able to download plenty of examples of
how @ Newsgroup Works.

The AmigaNOS software wil automatically start to search for newsgroups you
are subscribed to when you log on to DIS, so use the Connect icon again and
watch the lower of the two windows on your Workbench screen. This willshow you
that the groups are being scanned and that any new messages are being down-
loaded. While this is going on, you could be sending e-mal or using an fip server —

u don't have to do just one thing at a time. This is because Intemnet breaks down
the ‘bandwidih' of your connection into so many bits per second for one thing, so
many for anather. During a typical or-ine session, news and mail can be whizzing
around in the background while you search the directories on an ftp site or use @
web browser to search for a document you are inerested in.

1f you decide to sit and watch the progress window, you will eventually see a
message telling you the connection 1o the news server has been closed - this
means all messages have been downloaded. Now type ‘exit o log off, and load
the TIN on:

‘You should see a message stating that news is being ‘unbatched' if you chose
the batch method (recommended as it makes downloading quicker), then the
screen will show the newsgroup tiles along with the number of new messages in
‘each. Use the cursor keys to highiight a newsgroup and hit Retur.

“The next screen you wil see is the thread display. A thread' is a way of breaking
down the messages in a newsgroup into threads of discussion so that you don't
have to read a lot of messages you might not be interested in. It also makes it pos-
sible to follow all the messages exchanged on a single topic without having to skip
through others.

‘When you highiight  thread you wil finally see the message on your screen,
and where there are more than one unread messages in a thread, hiting the Tab
Key wil take you to the next one. If you see a message you'd like to folow p on,
there are two options.

You can hitthe f key 1o folow up, in which case your editor will be loaded with
copy of the original message just as in the Eim mailer. Type. comments,
leaving in as much of the original message as is relevant, then quit. TIN will ask if
you want to post the follow up, edit it again,or quit (cancel

To make a more direct reply which is also less public hit the ‘¢ key 1o tell TIN
you'd ke to send e-mail 1o the author of the message. Again, your editor will be
loaded complete with a full quote of the original message, and you can type your
‘comments before quitting the editor and (p)osting the reply.

The sccount -
e o L ol cots £12.50 o and 10 p month — pries excce VAT. Al 1
aro g 1 Name H
e ocs poope lof e sccounis annualy recee a VAT invoco and tose | |
O e ity o do 5t ok ot thal we o o ssue VAT rocops for | Addoss: H
roniy pplcans : |
The offer 1
T s o use ofan accoun. This s a uly vring accoun wih o resictons. I | Tel, No Ry

Tehum, . simply 26k you 1o provide a method of payment (see below) which we Wil use |
‘Shoud you not cancel your accourt. f you cancel during the rial perod you wil have paid ; We redu
Potning. 1 you do ot cancel we wil automabcaly cash of Colct your money. You may ndi- g Wi our

Note that fyou |} YoUr aecot
{oin before or on the 15th of any morth, you wil get ho st of that month free. I you jon on
he 1617 or ater n any month you wl also get the folowing month ree.

s three nodenames of your choice to choose from shouid a duplicate exist
Sy, Wo il o v e vse nadarans hve pen hosn o

1 Nodename.
1 Noderame 1

1 Nodename 2

The terms
Applcants must fil out and send a bonalide Amiga Computing voucher fo Demon Inteet. 1 Nodenarme 3:

i

'

Bivclosed with the voucher must be a post dated cheque for £165.68 for a year's ! Credi card detais '

connecion, or red card detas indicating that you wish to pay mort ' i
i

o Sk e O VSOV o e i

foiing fee and the frst morih's fees. Note that you will have erjoyed a charga froe period |

) - -
‘Send your completed voucher o 0181:371 1234 (Sales - Londor)

Cancollation 0131-652 034 (Sales - Ednburgh)

o may cancel in wring at any tme. It you cancel during the tal perod you wil have paid Demon Infernet Lid 0181.371 1010 (HolpLine)

oting. I you cancel later on and pay monthly, your account wil close at the end of that Gatoway House 0161371 1150 (Fax)

month. i you pay annually we wil refund the number of whole i 0181-371 1000 (Switchboard)

Socout, We can only fefund using the same mefhod by which you pay. Finchley, London, N3 200 e-mall intomet@demon.net
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Mini Office Amiga

The two modules we've taken from the
Mini Office productivity bundle are the
database and spreadsheet packages, both
capable of meeting your day-to-day home
office requirements.

Though originally designed to work in
conjunction with other modules from Mini
Office, they function well as standalone
programs. The spreadsheet, for example,
can normally take advantage of Mini
Office’s graphics package to create graphs
based on spreadsheet data, but every
other feature works fine in isolation.

Once the disk installation procedure is
out of the way and you have your disk with
the two modules ready to go, double-click
on the database icon and we'll start there.
Mini Office database is  standard ‘it file’
program, which means it works in a similar
way to an electronic card index.

To begin with, though, you'l find nothing
on your screen. Import the sample data by
choosing Load from the File menu, and
highlight the Database option. Select the
‘example file isted by the file requester and
a small database of names, addresses,
and telephone numbers should appear in a
few second:

NAVIGATION
e only six records in this sample

fle, 50t easy enough to navigate using the.
cursor keys (lft and right) or the VCR:style
conirols at the bottom of the screen.
1f you were working on a much bigger
fie, however, you'd want {0 be able 10 jump.
10.a partcular record much quicker than this
ch Patiern
e Search menu. This brings up
fequestr lsing he various fleds 1 the
current template (more on templates later),
and you can choose in which field to make
he search by dlicking on the scrol arrows
o the right

Leave the Name fild highiighted for the
moment and cick on the Setup button. You
should now see a selection of Boolean-
stle search operators which can be used
1o st the fields

Select the equals sign and click on OK.
You can now type the name you want o
search for, then ciick on the Search button,
and Mini Office database will find any
records which have exacly that text in the

Faulty (overDisks

1f you should find your Amiga Compu
CoverDisk damaged or fauly, pease

o m
10: TIB Plc, TIB House, 11 Edward STr
Bradford, W, Yorks BD4 7BH

Please allow 28 days for delivery

name field. For a more general search, for
example if you wanted o find everyone
who lived in Stockport, you would use the
IN operator which checks whether the text
you are searching for is in the field rather
than finding records which match t exactly.

The other operators are equally easy 1o,
use. For example, if using a club database
S e ot
money owed by each member, you could
el spocty
10) £10, and the database would find
everyone who owed £10 or more.

NEW CREATIONS

o create a new database, chooss Clear
Database from the File menu (don't worry
~ this won't delete the file from disk), then
Edit Template from the Edit menu. By
clicking twice with the left mouse bution
You can set up a field anywhere on the
screen, making it possible to create a data-
base with any screen format you fike.

nce you have typed the name of the

field, press Return and the program will
ask you o specify what type of field it is
(lext, comment, date, and 5o on), and what
maximum fength it can have. When you
select a type and press Return again
the field is set up and you can carry on
‘adding new fields until you have enough,
mmnu the Escape key to finish template
editin

PN oo reoss e & sl it
of vaing i Priner Oplions tom from the
Printer menu, then printing all records or
only those you have marked using the ‘M’
o i ot
the scr

[covenoisk]Iae

mmz Ofﬁce

(reater than o squal Offic

Our second Mini Office module is a spreadshest of the.
type with which most users should be familiar. AS it
uses a default size of 52 columns by 99 rows, there
should be ample space for any small business or home.
budgeting calculations.

‘Again there is an example spreadsheet on the disk
10 get you started, but this sort of program s very easy.
o use and should present few problems. Let's start by
creating a new example, 50 select New from the File
menu and the screen shouid clear.

In common with other spreadsheets, Mini Office
defaults to calculations carried out from the top of a col-
umn downwards, 50 a morthly budget would have a list
of expenditure types down the left-hand side (bils, rert,
mortgage and 30 o), e amourts eneod
next

"o ot e plograrm now what typs of ey a1
ctarg.ciok an h lter at e op of e cok,

Watching the pennies

50 0n. This wil set the data type for all cals i the col-
umn, bt youcan sl st ichiclcols by cicking
on them and going 10 the Layout request

Chinat T 1o oot o Rt i i
enter the headings under which money is spent. Now
enter the amounts in the second column. To create the
all-mportant formula cell, simply click on the cell to
select 1, then type an equals sign as your firs charac-
ter. Mini Office wil realise that you are entering a for-
mula, and wil alow you 10 dragselect the Gols 10 be
worked on

1f you type the equas sign and the word 'SUM, then
drag your mouse over the cals into which you've just
entered amounts, the program wil create the formula
and display the results when you press retum. With
auto-calculate turned on (as it s by defaull, the otal of
your outgoings wil be Updated every time you changa

one fem.
“This sort of program might not make money appear

the Lay jon from the Format menu.
Fomats o otee K e i &
ments as wel as urrency, and

as if by magic, but it does help 10 ensure that it won't
ppear by route.
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The perfect all-in package for

Your home or
business - in
it's entireity -
saving you £3(0

On this issue’s CoverDisk you already
have two of the five mini Office mod-
ules: Spreadsheet and database. Now
you can have the entire package for
Just £29.99, saving £30 off the RRP.

mini Office is a very powerful and
flexible integrated package capable of
performing a vast array of home and

e |

=i

[

Full package
— Save £30 4

Only £29.99
RRP £59.99

SSOR with powerful

w i e ===

ler fo

Please send me:

office business tasks. Its five feature-
“ t packed modules include: © A professional WORDPROC
RS

_____-|

araphics capabiliies and a 50,000 word spelichecker,Ideal for
a wide varity of correspondence and official documents

A supremely friendly program to make
using your mini Office Amiga as painless a task as possible.

® Incredible GRAPHICS with more than 18 types of graphs

Deliver to:

Address

Postcode Daytime phone

1 wish to pay by:

[ chequeipostal order payable to IDG Media
[ Credit card

GaraNo. [T [T (LT (L] Ewivode

Please alow 28 daysfor dlvry whie stockslast
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and charts available to brighten up your presentations and make
‘your month-by-month financial situation as easy to appreciate as
possible. You can even make use of eye-catching 3D effects!

@ Plus the versatil database and spreadsheet you have on the
CoverDisk. The database s simple to use and powerful enough
10 deal with anything from basic address book functions to club
membership lists and business records. The spreadshee is
flexible with more than 50 functions, simplifying the most
complex domestic monthly budgets or commercial cash flow
forecasts.

“This i another great Amiga Computing special offer; the entire
mini Office package for just £29.99 — amazing! Complete the
order form now and send it with your payment to mini Office
Offer, IDG Media, Media House, Adlington Park, Macclesfield
SKI104NP.

4500, A500+, AGDO, ATOU0 A1200, A1500, A2000
1000 Compatlo with Werbsnch 1.5

‘ Mini Office |
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= The muki award-winning 1220/4 offer by fa the
bt price performance o of any AL200 32-Bi
 RAM capanson onthe market. Of course he

o incorportes everyhing clse that a good

memory expansion should 0o, such as a Real Time
Clock, funher RAM expandabily, optional FPU etc
well a3 offerng a Clock Speec Doubling Circuit which
v the 32-Bit FAST RAM at an anxizing 28VHz. Not
only does the 1220/4 give Amiga A1200 owners al tis
but the price has broken the sound barrer too!
{ntegat 281z GRECO20 52-B1 RAM Clock Speed
Doubler o upto
« FactoryInsalled Tested 1M of 325 EAST RAN
» Expandible 10 84 with A4 Burd
» ntegrated Ratery Backed Real Time Clock
s Trpdoor Insalation,etins CB Wy

uzzaro 122074 avb Turso Y I BLIZARD 1230101 TURBO ACCELERATOR MEMORY

ight of fantasy?

No... with a Blizzard or
Cyberstorm Accelerator,
your Amiga will fly!

If you've ever sat and waited for your Amiga to catch up, you'll
know that an extra boost of power would be just the ticket.
But, the only problem is the cost... isn't it?

Well not any more. When you compare our cost per MIP with
other boards you'll be surprised at just how little you'll have
to pay to enhance the performance of your Amiga computer.
Then, the sky’s the limit!

CYBERVISIONG4

LERATOR MEMORY BOARD i the high-
1200, With s rapid 40 MH 6SEC030

The NEW BLIZZARD 1230-11 TURBO ACC
ot potforing 0 e o e

CPU, or faster still S0MHz 68030 with MMU, it offers up 0 500 'GRAPHICS BOARD
poformanee ncrase vl Th 12301 s s o opions VAL g 7y gt
gl Fast Expansion Bus for Addon Modules suchas he SCSL2 ool (e 51t PREELE

fo e cary 99, W sy sandard SN ket provics up o 324 of

aocnitng LI STIL 123010 Turbo O M 655003 518935 S jj‘:\;;‘(;\f“‘;;‘;m
« Instruction & Data Burst Modes 1230-11 Turbo 0Mb, S0MHz 68030 & MMU  £229.95 “‘l”m“' 1024 x 768 pixels
R iy SO Mol 1 hin e
nbe bl Motorola FRU 69852 PGA 2530 0MHz SGall e upgradeable), Cll

Real Time Clock. 7" 4Mb SIMM RAM Expansion 32-Bit, 72 pin  £129.95 wdmwwww technical
© Easy Trapdoor Installation LARGER SIMMS AVAILABLE §Call Drochure.  Just £299.95
FASTLANE Z3 SCSI BLIZZARD 4030 'CYBERSTORM 060

A4000 ACCELERATOR

« Can e disbled foll g
1220/4 Turbo

iMb 32:Bi Fast RAM 28MHz G80EC20 CPL

Add-4 Board (extra 4Mb for 1220/4) ~ £169.95
1M 32-Bit Fast RAM add-on
Motorola FPU

68982 PLCC 25/33MHz

522995

sCall

‘The Blizzard Performance Advantage...

Justlook below 10 see how well
your Amiga really could fly!

[T —

Sandad ALZO

tharwood

the UK's favourite Amiga Dealer

Upgrade your A4000 030 or 040 with the e
CYBERSTORM MODULAR ACCELERATOR, and
you'l have “The Worlds Fastest Amiga”. Wil
it new S0MHz 68060 CPU (cue February 95, it
provides up 010 Times the performance of sandard

FULL S0MHz 68030 with ML
ACCELERATOR for Amiga 4000 030
Replaces the A4000's CPU and offers
an FPU option. Approx. 50% overall
performance increase whe

Lighining FAST DMA
SCSH inteface for Amiga
A owners, Expandabily
up to 64, of 32-Bit Fast
RAM Doesnt equire any

B Co i a0 e R0 030 (322 IS, compared 0154 VP,
i had v, i Optonal SC53 and Eernet 10 Modul.Call ad
Dhometc 529995 Foom 821595 et A poge echcal bochie. GPFIONS
W et e s
i QT
B comcme e
= ﬂ Daytime Phone Evening Phone:
Ze=Q  ltems required: Card holder's signature:
cr3
22
B8
E5m - T
S A
Zog v [ [ [ swwoons [ | owewaaco
S e ot

Tel:
Fax:

jrm pricng efore g

Al prces are O includs
BP. el 0173 36781 Facsie. 01 73851040

Gordon Hirwoud Computrs i, New et Afton, Dehysie DES
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uring the past six months this magazine has concentrated on &
what has been a surprising growth market in an otherwise +
tough year for Amiga products. CD-ROM titles have proved

deiteles © el ety crind for the dedicated

S K oo
collections were too.

oamousﬂmm”mnousm

fEiceic s ol i

kg O You've bought one or two its unlikely youd

wantto

Now, cn.nmu»y e s s COR b meni s ioaly
aimed at certain Amiga purposes, and his shouid hopefull re

A few months ago we 100k a look at discs aimed at professional

‘Amiga videographers. Now we tum 1o the.

ever-growing support offered

to the animator with a side interest in adding sound effects or music o
their presentation:

Lightwave this,
Lightwave that!
There's so much
chat about it in the
Amiga mags you'd
think a new messiah had
arisen. Apclogies 10 those who have o
intention of buying the bees-knees of ren-
s, then, because here's

ships and the like always being popular in
this field. Light Rom excels, however,
because it has a vast range of subjects

some highly detailed objects giving fine
demonstrations of an imaginative use of
lighting. The coiled telephone lead may
sound less than fascinating, but it i a dif-
ficult form to model and could prove use-
ful when combined with other fumishings
ina scene.

A catalogue has been supplied for
each directory so it's possible o preview
a small version of the images. This
makes the disc exceptionally easy 1o use
have to render a

There's also a large range of textures
to chouse from, plus black and white
bump maps. The latter are used to over-
3k affect s the 8 it o
faces, 50 they should be a welcome add-
tion despite the fact that they can be
tricky o use correctly

Light Rom is going to receive periodic
updates, 5o the makers claim t's a great

for sure: Products featuring quantity
quality and bargain prices like this come
once in a blue moon. If you can use it
buy it

Those who have invested in rendering soft-
ware other than Lightwave, and who are
sick to death of hearing about it wil proba-
bly take more interest in these two CDs.
Imported from Germany, most model for-
mats are covered here including Imagine,
Real 3D V2, Sculpt and Maxon Cinema,
though Lightwave users are not excluded.

Each disc may appear to be chock full,
but as usual with these CDs it's not so wide
ranging as it first appears. On the first CD
many of the same old pictures are repeated
across all the formats — and when | say old
I mean i, because you'l probably already
have a lot of these chestnuts. They've
taken sock images and used a convertato

t them across form:

This can create some problems. Some
packages only render one side of each
polygon, whereas others render both
Images transported from one package to
another can come out with bits and pieces
apparently missing, and i's then necessary
1o go into your modeller to realign the
polygons.

A lot of the models require work if you
want them properly etailed. For example,
there's a perfectly good design for St. Pauls
but it comes i a uniform grey colour.
Making the most of the model wil at least
require adding an overall stone texture, plus
separate surfaces for the windows and

other details. Sil, it a useful start

Unfortunately, this same model exempii-
fies a serious problem found with some of
the examples on the CD. Errors have
occurred in the translation between pro-
grams, and it's as if nobody has bothered
to check them. This makes some of the
images unusable.

There's a tyre, for example, with a
gaping hole, missing because of an
absent section, This means that is actually
quicker and easier to model the thing from
Scratch than to mess around trying to repair
the model on the CD.

Redemption might have lain in the fact

Gights and

Sound Eutéﬁ

Want to add a roaring thruster SFX 1o your spaceship
You need new sounds to tinker
with i your preferred sound editor. Once again we di
cover CD may have everything you want — but you'l
need the patience to ind it

animation? OF perhaps

lection that ' rather

i
be preferable if the developers were les:

o with stufing their CDs untilthey burst at the
and more bothered about qual

. 'd much

Music MOD & SF

Im sorry 10 say it, but this CD has all the tras that can
make ROM collections infuriating. These librari o
vast enough 1o give you the digital equivalent of agora-
piOBE |8 show te complca socisadt thue

:x e of use 9
ntation 10

v-mo for money. 10
10

proper
‘The problem with this CD is that each of the 6300

drums next to a sliding car sound effect; it's not very

Amiga Computing
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Tatha have a quarer f the maters I what was let
was the pick of the crop. Of course at this price it's
Wrong 1o be too harsh on a collection, and some people
may be able to find it useful.

oNoa
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that these CDs
includ
prehensive

guide, a welcome
feature when you

lideo (reator <\,

s-wnllu- 17 Bit

{Everyhady o trai placs |

Cmon 1" Cue killer base as a
chilled synthetic loop stabs in
“Aciieed I

Okay, 5o Im about five years out
of date with what's hip o the dance
frater

enough supporting
shame, however, that the interface hasn't
been translated from German — an over-
t which makes for confusion
Each disc features a directory of textures,
and in faimess these are of a high quaity
and should be useful for rendering and
poses as well. It's good to see
another CD featuring thumbnail previews,
because trawling through image after image
B8 i kg
al with most CD collections,
s Sk o s 0 o o e et
anyone, and for virgin renderers who
haven't seen the standard PD models
before this, it is not a bad start. It just oo
bad that sloppiness has undermined what
would otherwise be a thoroughly worthwhile
collection.

Ease of use
Implementation

Value for money
Overal

NNoo®

;: wthing to
do with me on account of my brown cords and golfers
checked sweater. All the more reason for me to get
excited about having my own party on my CD32

Mickey-taking aside, this has got o be one of the most
powerful and flexble pieces of software designed purely
for the sake of light-hearted fun. Availabl either for the
A1200 or the CD32, this has the advantage over the
other CDS of bei ackage wilh every-
thing you need 1o create your presentations on one disc

Your videos' are composed via an editor which is sim-
plo but flaxible n use, and your visuals can be synchro-
nised precisely o fit in with your music. Any music disc
an be used with the package, which is something of a
relief when you hear the example track included.

There's an impressive range of effects to apply 10 the
images, with all manner of screen wipes and transitons
available. The PsychoCycle feature allows for reakime
colour distortion and 3D colour images can be super-
imposed onto background video.

With almost 1500 images being provided on the disc,
you begin 10 realise what good value this is. What's
more, you can load your own images into your 1200 o
an expanded CD32. When you'e happy with the resuts
a presentation can be recorded onto any video. There's

Another combination of samples and modules,
World of Sound has the advantage of being organ-
ised into proper categories. Hence, if you want
sounds most suited to house music you will find
them collected intheir own directo

Sound effects are holpfully subdivided so that
vehicle, weapon and various ofher noises can
be found together. However, though this works bet-
ter than with the other CD you'l find the 0dd sam-
ple sticking out like a sore thumb in the wrong

rawer.

This package seems to have more aimed at the
tachno music field, which s fine because | suspect
this is where most of the demand for Amiga
music lies. Some of the samples could be used
10 good effect, or alternatively they could be
ripped out of the modules using something like
Octamed. In terms of organisation, then, t's stil

SOFTWARE

also optiona full-motion video support for anyone with
an PV cartridge fted.

Ono limitation for CD32 owners is the lack of a stor-
age facilty so they can retur (o edit vdeos' at a later
date. Of course, this can be overcor

aly by using an SX-1 which wil give the machine stor-
‘age back-up.

1f you're given the choico between buying this or the
latest game release, | recommend you give Video
Creator the consideration it deserves. Yet again,
Almathera are giving a unique product away for
peanuts.

IDEG,
CREATOR:

Ease of use E

Implementation 8
Value for money 10
Ove: 9

30 animations and presentations accompanied
by sampled sound need not cost the earth,
especially if you turn to (0-ROM.

Lareth lofthouse finds out what's on offer

1620 00 ot L i e nomakon 4
form of read.me files would have
Sl oS
software and should yield some treats to the
diligent hunter,

Amiga Computing
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‘ome on, you lazy lot, admit it. You
- can't be bothered 1o create your
own obijects for use in ray tracing.
It nothing to be ashamed of. In fact, when

sownd Jote o vauatie ime re-nventing the

heel
s enough, any 3D enthusiast will tell
you that a great part of the attraction is

up the phone and order a skip-ioad of the
things?

Well, for one thing they can be pricey,
and you'll pay £1 and upwards per model
for something as simple as a kitchen cabi-

net. But hold on there horsey, ever tried to

dering each time 1o test the effect), you've
spent an hour or more on a single boring
piece of fumiture when you could have put
the time to better use elsewhere.

Two new batches of models designed to
make life easier fall under the microscope
this month. One of them — City Builder — is

uch more large scale than the other, so
we'll start with something a litle closer to

me.

Interior Design is a collection of house-
hold and office furiture supplied in three.
volumes and aimed at those who want
10 get their room designs out of the way
quickly. Each volume contains 50 or more
objects complete with all the necessary
image maps, sample scenes, and surface
setings ready for use in Layout.

with most commercial offerings, these
objects have been created to match the
real-world size of their physical equivalents,
and objects from one volume can be uset
with objects from another with no need to
e-size them. Volume | covers living room,
dining room, and bedroom, Volume Il takes
care of the kitchen and the bathroom, while

APRIL 1995

Volume Ill concentrates on office fumiture.
Few appliances are included, especially
in Volume Iil, but there are some lights

add a bit of detail, but otherwise a complete
interior scene can be built very quickly
using only the supplied examples.

In addition to the real world measure-
ments, each has its rotation poin set to the
middle of the object, and there are versions
of most cupboards with and without doors
to make animation easier. For those who
are inexperienced with Lightwave surfaces,
the models are fully surfaced with il set-
tings designed for the correct dimensions,
which means you can' see the grain on a
wooden chair from 20 feet away as you
often can in amateur renders.

DESIRES

Of the three collections, Volume Il is the
least desirable, if only because office furni-
ture is so boring in the frst place. The vari-
ous computer desks, filing cabinets and
bookshelves are well modelled, but as they
are based on soulless ullitarian funiure in

but it would perhaps have been a better
idea to offer a cut-down version of each set
as an all-in-one house building kit rather
than sell them separately. Regardless of
this minor whinge, the Interior Design col-
lection is a good place to start for anyone

objects to give that potential customer a
warm glow in his or her cheque book, I'd
advise scouting around for other collections
first. The models are fine, and the presenta-
tion of the set makes using them easy, its
just that several of them don't resemble any
furniture I've ever seen or would want to
buy, even if they are the right size and well
surfaced.

City Builder is a very different proposi-
tion, and offers a range of highly detailed
buildings for use i creating cityscapes from

[ity

scratch. In terms of its content, the colec-
tion i far more glamorous than the Interor
Design set, but then no-one ever said a
printer stand could match the Chrysler
Buiding for visual appeal.

Unfortuntely, the hugely accurale mod-
els (and some of them really are huge) are
al taken from US cities ~ no-Big Ben or
Wolverhampton Givic Hall, 'm afraid. This
moans you can have a fly-through of
Ghicago or New York, but a helicopter trip
around Rochdale is definitely out of the
question.

Luckily for the non-US user, a series of
very useful atematives have been added in
the shape of miscellancous hotels, banks,
apariment buidings, perol stations, and 5o
on. These can be used for amost any set-
ting, from a decent sized towr
of a city, and with a lite bi of editing the
whif of Americana can be removed.

Building blocks are also included to
make it easier 1o create skyscrapers of

own design, and there are trash cans,
traffic ights, rees, and road templates 1o

You started on the smal detail. Again,
these are based on US designs, and the
traffc lights in particular would 100k out of
place in a London scene.

As with Interior Design, the full comple-
ment of image maps, surfaces, and exar-
ple scenes can bo found lurking on the five
disk set, 5o there's no need 1o do anything
other than lay the city out and render i
The only problem on ths side is that the
buildings are so big they take up large
chunks of memory.

To load and rener ane of the pample
scenes you'd need about 12Mb RAM,
o b Vi s
couple of larger ones thrown in can reduce
this to much more manageable proportons.
For distant skyline shots or those desper-
ate to save on memary or rendering time,

The bathroom objects are accurate
for size, but who would want such
n ualy bath s this?



the larger models all have Lo-res equiva-
lents which, though not very attractive
close-up, are perfect for many other uses.
One area which the set neglects a it is
the ground itself. Laying out a 3D city is all
about placing the roads first, then popping
buidings in around them, and a few ground
level templates would have been a useful
addiion.
here are several excellent road sec-
tions, including fiyovers and merged lanes,
but there’s no generic pavement object o

even a big polygon coloured tarmac grey.

Ah... you can aimest
uikdor i ideal for croa
ywasghe, Just e back n Smigon ohT

emell the cmos. ity

However, templates exist from which a four
or sixlane highway can be extruded, and
there are small sections of street which
include pavement, road markings, and
drains, so complete scenes can be built
using these. I just have liked a couple of
layout plans, thal’s all. Call me picky.
buildings themselves are very
impressive, and if you ever wanted a gitzy
fiy-through scene but didn't know where to

GF:A;-mcs

Stevie Hennedy takes a stroll down

5th Ruenue and redecorates his virtual
house with two new collections of

designer objects for lightwave 30
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st then you do now. | compared a couple
of piccies of New York with objects sich as
the Chrysler and Empire State Buildings,
and the modeling accuracy is superb.

From the ranks of windows which are
automatically surfaced 1o look s f they are
reflecting a cloudy sky, to the entrance
doors on the ground floor, these skyscrap-
ers ar the biz.

Even more impressive s the football sta-
ium and the LA Gity Hall, whose structures
are less linear and straight-up than the
average skyscraper, and some of the larger
buildings come with their own plaza area
around them. The UN building, for example,
has a fir bit of groundwork and other detail
as wel as the bulding isel.

For the professional user with an eye on
ity fly-overs and fy-throughs, this set is
well worth the purchase price. UK enthusi
asts who just like messing with buildings
willfind the generic buiding blocks and

manual with sensible tips on using the
modes to best effect.

You vow e Laing e cobecin i
You have a fair amount of memory, but
those who do, it wil serve up a great muny
urban scenes with lte difficuty.

The bottom line

Product: Interior Design vol I, Il, Il
Supplier: Anti Gravity Products
P

$45 each
Tel: (0101) 310 393 6650

Ease of use 8
Imp ementation 7

lue for money 8
o\unll 7

Product: City Builder
Supplier: Arm Glawly Products

Tel: (D101l 310353 6650

Ease of u:
Implementation
Value for money
Overall




;Vhlte Knight Technology

THE PROFESSIONAL e 01092(0-822321 !¢

AMIGA SPECIALISTS
9.30am - 6pm Monday - Friday

SUPPORTING SERIOUS USERS

S
PO BOX 38, WARE, HERTS, SG11 1TX FAX 01920 522302 |J1{

ALk PRICES INCLUDE VAT

A1200 ACCELERATORS

GVP A1230 Performance Series Il
Two SIMM Slots (GVP's 4 or 16Mb only),
Clock, Optional 68882 FPU And SCSI Port
| WITH 40MHz EC030,4Mb RAM £
40MHz EC030,8Mb RAM
40MHz EC030,4Mb RAM
and 40MHz 68882 FPU
40MHz EC030,8Mb RAM
and 40MHz 68882 FPU
50MHz 030,4Mb RAM
50MHz 030,8Mb RAM
50MHz 030, 4Mb RAM
and 50MHz 68882 FPU
50MHz 030, 8Mb RAM
and 50MHz 68882 FPU
GVP A1291 SCS! I/F for A1230 Il

MONITORS

| PHILIPS CM8833-1l 14" PALRGB, Y/C &
Composite Input (0.38 dot pitch, Stereo) £ 239
MICROVITEC CUB-SCAN 1438 14
(Muli-sync, 0.28 dot pitch, No Sound)
MICROVITEC AUTOSCAN 2038 20"
(Mult-sync, 0.31 dot pitch, With OMS) _ £1175

£205

Workbench s Kickstart
3.1 Upgrade Kits

Rom(s), Disks , Manuals & Fitting Instructions|
A500/500+/1500/2000%. 89.95
| A1z00/3000r4000 £ 99.95

NETWORKING

AMIGANET Ethernet for A2/3/4000 £ 249
ARIADNE ~ Ethernet for A2/3/4000 £ 199
Network Software Available On Request

ENLAN, ENVOY, TCP/IP, NOVELL, DECNET etc

CPUs & FPUs

68881 20MHZ PGA £ 24 60052 25MHz PGA £ 30
| 63082 33z PGA € 69 66062 S0MHZ PGA £ 89

68882 25MHz PLOC - For ADODIS0 ol

68882 30MHz PLOC - For ADDDIS0 o1

58882 40MHz PLC - For AWDODI0 ot
| 68040 26Miz - For Upgrading A4000-LCO40
| 63030 26Mkz with MMU (PGA Style)

| DMA Controller (For A3000/4000)

A4000 ACCELERATORS

WARP ENGINE
4 x 72Pin SIMM Sic
Built in FA!
Version (With 68040/25)
Version (With 6!
Version (With 68040/ Juw

BLIZZARD 4030 TURBO 50MHz 68030 +
MMU, Opt. FPU (For A3000/4000) £ 209
Available with 50MHz 68882 FPU for £ 279
COMMODORE A3640 Card, 25MHz 68040|
(As Fitted In Amiga 4000-040) S'H ~ £499

CYBERSTORM 040/40MHz 68040 + 32-Bit |

RAM, Opt. SCSI-II (For A4000 range) £ 769
GVP G-FORCE 40MHz 68040 + 4Mb

32Bit RAM (Exp. 128Mb), Optional SCSI-Il
£889

CYBERSTORM
50MHz 68060

Accelerator For The Amiga 4000

ony £ 949

LIGHTWAVE 3D vas
PAL Version - st Only g 449

| HARD DRIVES
Bare SCSI

350 MB SCSI 3.5" £ 199

540 MB SCSI2 3.5" £ 289

1.0GB SCSI23.5" £ 649

4Gb Micropolis AV SCSI2

| 7200rpm, 9ms,1Mb £1899
SEAGATE

BARRACUDA

2.1Gb £ 1149
4.3Gb £ 2199

A4000 IDE
210MBIDE3S"  £149
340 MB IDE 3.

420 B IDE 35"

DRIVES FOR PAR
Micropolis 2210A £ 629
ﬂ:mpolls 2217A 72 929

FAST SCSI-11
CONTROLLER
FASTLANE Z3
+ Upto 256Mb RAM (A4000)

Now Only £ 295

MEMORY SIMM: 5‘
32MB SIMM-32
16MB SIMM-32
8MB SIMM-32
4MB SIMM-32
2MB SIMM-32
1MB SIMM-32
GVP SIMM-32's
4mB
_16MB

VIDEO EDIT CONTROLLER -The KRP T TES30" \

Amiga Based System Using "Bumed In” Timecode. Controls Upto 5 Machines. RCTC

compatible, SMPTE read & write. GPI Trigger. LANG / Panasonic / RS232 etc. Shot
Lists, Vision Mixer control, Audio cues, unlimited scene capacity, synchronised audio
dubbing. Upgradable to upto 8 parallel control industrial machines, RS422 and VITC.

68030 33MHz with MMU (PGA Style)
68030 50MHz with MMU (PGA Style)

Prices From £ 549
Please Call For Full Specifications Of This System




REMOVABLE SCSI DRIVES
BERNOULLI

THE BOX 230" By IOMEGA
230MB SCSI-2 INTERNAL DRIVE £ 499
230MB SCSI-2 EXTERNAL DRIVE £ 585
| 230MB REMOVABLE CARTRIDGE £ 99

| SYQUEST
88MB SCSI INT. 5.25" DRIVE
88MB REMOVABLE CARTRIDGE
| 200MB SCSI INT. 5.25" DRIVE
200MB REMOVABLE CARTRIDGE
105MB SCSI INT. 3.5" x 1" DRIVE
105MB SCS| EXTERNAL DRIVE
105MB REMOVABLE CARTRIDGE
270MB SCSI INT. 3.5 x 1 DRIVE
270MB SCS| EXTERNAL DRIVE
270MB REMOVABLE CARTRIDGE

£279
£ 59

£419
£ 72

£255
£ 399
£ 49

£415
£569 |
£59 ‘

MAGNETO OPTICAL DRIVES ‘
1BM 230MB SCSI INTERNAL £669
IBM 230MB SCSI EXTERNAL £765
BOX OF 5 230MB MO DISKS

| SINGLE  230MB MO DISK

DAT TAPE BACKUP

| CONNOR SCS| DAT - 2Gb, Ext.
CONNOR SCSI DAT - 8Gb, Ext.
CD ROM DRIVES
TOSHIBA XM5201B SCSI-2 (Int.), 3.4 x
Speed, Multi-Session (Tray Load) £ 179

PANASONIC CR533S SCSI-2 (Ext), 2 X
Speed, Multi-Session (Caddy Load) £ 195

VIDEO EDIT
CONTROLLER

The KRP 'TES30"

Amiga Based System Using "Bumed In
Timecode. Controls Upto 5 Machines. RCTC
compatble, SMPTE reed & wite. GPf
Trigger. LANC / Panasonic / RS232 etc. Shot
Usis, Vision’ Mixerconirol, Audo. cuee)
unlimited scene capacity, synchronised audio
dubbing. Upgradable to upto 8 parallel
control industrial machines, RS422 and VITC.

Prlces From £ 549

pecifications

£1029
£1109

OFTWARE
ART DEPT. PRO. V25
REAL 3D V2
BARS & PIPES PRO V2.5
MEDIA POINT V3,28
TVPAINT 2 (Prcasso/ Retina/ Harlequin / EGS
SCALA MULTIMEDIA 210 (AGA)
SCALA MULTIMEDIA 300 (AGA)
SCALA MM 300 + ECHO 100
MORPH PLUS

(Ot Prfessonal Software Avalable On Recuest

card performs the major functions of a
Broadcast Quality, On-Line, Non-Linear, Digital
Video edit suite (CCIRE01 720 x 576 res
dos REAL TIME, FULL MOTION JPEG
& Compression, dire
ted and played bac
n br

4000 with

ekt o ctwm roller

Amiga 4000-030 or 4000-040 (2 +8Mb.0.5Gb HD)
Broadeaster Elite (Zorro 11l Card) with Software
Warp Engine 28MHz with SCSI-Il or Fastlane 23
2.1Gb Fast SCSI-2 3.5 HD (For Video)
Sunrize ADS 16 or Amadeus (Audio Card)
MultiSyne & PAL Monitors

Al systems ar fully configured and tested and are
h limited telephone support. Technics

Soppt I AAHIABof Drahaas o etyoal Cars,

FOR MORE INFORMATION, OR TO ARRANGE A
FULL DEMONSTRATION, PLEASE CALL

TBC card with
transcoding PAL/SECAM/NTSC etc.

£ 685
£ 595
External Composite &

S-VHS / Hi8 unit. S/W Controlled 26!

Real-time JPEG Compression
& Playback Video & Animation card 99

Real-time Hi8 digitiser card £ 349

ALPINE 64-BIT RTG Card
2Mb, £ 339
4Mb, Version of

2Mb

£ 389
£ 205

Output Your 24-Bit Rendered Animations To
Video Tape - At Broadcast Quality £ 1849
PAR £ 999

OPALVISION

£1149
£1725
First Shipment Due May - Orders Taken Now

with vouchers can stil upgrade at their
entaur Development, Califormia - cal for more

A4 SCANNERS

EPSON GT-6500 600dpi,
24-Bit Colour, with ASDG
Software & Cable ~ £699
EPSON GT-8000 800dpi,
24-Bit Colour with ASDG

Software & Cable  £989

SYSTEM
BUILDING

WE HAVE THE EXPERTISE

FOR FURTHER DETAILS

SPECIALISTS

DEMON.STRAT IDNS |

;un\

MAGE BY PRIOR ATRAN mw\

| DELIVERY CHARGES|
|Express Small £6
| Medium € 7
| For large iten le all
SURCHARGE |
ordering with ACGESS or VIsA|
o 15 2:5% surcharge
No surcharge for DELTA
CONNECT or SWITCH,

HOWTO ORDER

HAVE YOUR CARD DETALLS |

BY POST :~
F

EEFOHE SENDING YOUR
ORDER TO
"WHlTE KNIGHT
TECHNOLOGY",
P.O. BOX 38,
WARE, HERT
SG11 1TX
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ideo games have always been a
source of controversy. Even back in
the days when the software was at

the Space Invaders stage, there was concern

about the effects that such addictive, repeti-

hardware is there to give It to them in a more
‘graphic form than ever

Yes, there is now a new generation of
gamesplayer. Console kids are not the only
ones the software developers have to cater
for and they are finding that there is a more
mature market ready for a different type of
game. But there is the danger that as games
become more graphic, the industry could
stand accused of polluting the minds of the

ung

As usual, opinion has 100 often been divi
ded into opposing camps. Some, encouraged
by the media, would point to computer enter-
tainment as yet another source of saciety's
deckn, whde othes fercly cefod the sch-
ware industry's right to grow up. For the dec-
sion-makers, however, finding a o e
has been the key challenge.

“The indusiry has not sat back on its heels
over this issue. ELSPA, (European Leisure

thes v
boat-emups but one has
far mare reaiism -

il the fine bo drawn?

Software Publishers Association), the indus-
s self-appointed body, set up a system of
self-regulation last September. Under the vol-
ieme they estabiished, each mem-
ber of ELSPA now includes an advisory
stker o sl he agesuabity o elalers
and parents’ information. Though it is a non
enforceable system, it was generally
welcomed as a step in the right directon.
Bosides, the legal framework has been
there in the background for over a decade.
Though most games were exempt under the

1984 Video Recording Act, the law stated
that any game which included human sex or
gross violence towards humans or animals
required BBFC (British Board of Film
Classification) legal certication.

GRAPHICS

Admitedly, this was pretty much immate-
tial in the past as the basic graphics in
games meant they were seen in the same.
vein as cartoons. But now it's a different
story — graphics look real. Seeking some

turb the young, yet Mark Strachan aditied that: *f
its not a human or animal it will be exempt from the.
ideo Recordings Act.” Though the Obscene
Publications Act may cover some of the cases, it
seems there may be a gap in the current egislation.
On the publishers' side, Keith Smith of Milennium
sees the Home Office guidelines as a potential prob-
lem. “If you use this as the reason for developing a
cerification policy, then games’ publishers will use
images that don't look a bit human. Maybe this is
beter. If gamesplayers are only committing acts of
computer violence on worms with fangs and fluores-
cent green blood then they will entes society as

Mork Strachan,
ELsea's
chaiman:

“pleased with
- the response to
the ra

system”

normal, well balanced indwiduals...come on really"

To their cred, the regulatory bodies realise they
have to be flexible to deal with developments in the
games industry. Laurie Hall of the VSC pointed to
how much the public’s view of games software could
change within a few years. More worrying is the fact

that an irresponsible few could bypass the regula
tions with Public Domain softw

Hall believes that regulating PD software soid in
physical form by distributors should be possible, but
there are dangers with material being downloaded
from BBSs. These would be extremely diffcult to
monitor and, as Hal himself pointed ot the devel
pereit b breangicn than the major

Finaly, the classffcation procoss invlves prac
cal difficulties. The BBFC charge for every minute of
their time and this could push cost up considerably
for a game that takes weeks to complete. What'
more, oven i this problemis solved there's no guar-
antee that the evaluator will see every part of the
game. Morlal Komba, for example, has secret fin
ishing moves that are extremely violent and frcky to
find — ultimately, a lot could come down 10 trusting
that the publishers wil revea all.

Amiga Computing
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g5 mean computer entertainment is on the verge —
0F 3 new era. Tina Hackett and Gareth Lofthouse —

report on the industry’s reaction to change and the —

most recent developments in the regulation debate —

arfication on the state of the law, ELSPA
nd the VSC (The Video Standards
ouncil) approached the Home Office. In

Y. O stated that if a game charac:
er Iooks human, it should be treated as
human for the purpose of the law.

This may not sound fike much, but it
icked off quite an outcry in the press. “We
id be about to witness the death of a
nole gaming genre,” cried an article in

mputer Trade Weekly predicting an end

games fike Mortal Kombat and Doom.

This was perhaps a rather alarmist att:

de 1o take, but it does leave publishers
nd developers with a dilemma. Do they
ine a game down for fear of having an 18

ing slapped on it and having to pay the

Empire’s Dreamwets had an interactive piot
invaiving sex, drugs and violonce, Will game
maikors shy away from similar adult ttios now?

BBFC for classification, or do they continue
to develop for a smaller market? Mark
Strachan, ELSPA's chairman, was keen to
dispel the fears of media alarmists but
accepted the importance of the Home
Office’s statement. “Taken lteraly," he said.

EL5PA, the colloctive voice
for the software industry,
Introduced the voluntary

“membors

FEATURE

The red tape

A summary of the legisiation currently in
place

The Video Recordings Act 1984 - this

they depict or encourage human sexual
acivity or gross violence towards humans
or animals.

The Criminal Justice Act 1994 - a loop-
hole in the Video Recordings Act meant
that software in cartridge format was
exempt from the act. This new act takes
cartridges in 1o the faw.

The Obscene Publications Act 1959,
1964  this made it an offence to publish
an ‘obscene article’ which it defines as
something that ‘depraves and corupts’ ts
audience. The act has been amended 1o
keep up to date with technology. Computer
software falls under this act. Unfortunately,
its notoriously vague.

it could have a lot of implications for our
industry. Any game which has anything lie
a human in it will be under the Video
Recording Act, which could cause serious
problems for publishers.

Currently, ELSPA are recommending
that all ttles rated in the 15 to 18 bracket
under the voluntary system should be pre-
pared for possible certification. Ultimately
though, the future of adult-themed games
will io with the publishers, many of whom
were reasonably optimistic. Nick Walkland,
European PR for Empire stated: “The 18+
market may appear 1o be a more limited
one, but the simple fact is that an 18 label

>

i How the rating system worlss...

games to
VSCELSPA
gudelines.
3.The video
standards.
‘council and
ELSPA
They agree on the
2.The software. voluntary raiing
publisher
Makes their own
ovaluaion of what
s acceptable

3

e ol
sk

Games with ‘adult’content or 4

5. Th retaller
“The Sef-Requlaton syste s not enforceable bt the malorty of

that shoukd b rated and aran't then hey are commiting an offence.

APRIL 1995
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will raise more interest in the punters’ eyes
and that, in turn, will make more people try
it out. For that reason, there will always be
some software houses developing adult-
themed games.”

‘Some see the 18 sticker as an unthreat-

is adventurous rather than just tasteless.

SUSPICIOUS

Despite the software houses' desire 0
show a responsible face, however, the
Involvement of the BBFC has caused
some underlying suspicion. Nick Walkiand
Said: “Inorfering bods who have nothing
better 1o do than sit In a room making
judgements over what people should
Wwateh could woll causo problems In my opinion they could do a lot of  Sememsaekie  ihat we should not nsult the gameplayers

‘On the other hand John Hare, the MD of  damage. e mark e endof _ intelligence. As Roger Bennett, general
O e e Gon  In s view, those woring agsnst adul i sevemep e socrolary of ELSPA, told Amigh
ooy and orgnaly coming from eiss.  content in games aro fearful of the ooty folowing the establishment of
i 10 hin. the problems for  unknown. He points o the drug cufure as o tary roguiations: ~There s a lot of
e o oowna from whal the big hardware  an example: “Anyona involved in the drugs
S o e s Soga allow on thelr  culture will know the pros and cons. Ifs
T ond what the distributors are  much battr to educate poople by having &

—
e

prepared 10 sell. Hare accepts the need for
proper regulation, but fears that some of
the people in control of the industry are oo
conservative. “A minority are out of touch.

he said, “and they're not willing to budge.

realistic outlook than pretending we're in
an Enid Blyton world.”

Hare's views may be controversial, but
in one respect he represents the common
consensus. Everyone appears to agree.

assume they can't tell the difference
between fantasy and reaity." Let us hope

rather than on a global scale because
dewcrae what is acceptable in one country
y ot be elsewhere.
o Hare points fo black humour as an example
He thinks that n this country we understand it but in

wmour and also the morality. Something which is
morally acceptable here might not be elsewhere and
vice-versa.
‘Sensible are not the only ones to have faced this.
M\cvanose had to translate more than just the lan
uage on their current project, Pizza Tycoon.
The uanssa«mn fram German o Englsh meant the
‘content had to be toned dowr
Fob Davies, for MicroProse, sated

been aware for a long time that culural differences
are not limited to things which fall under each rating
classification. We always try to adapt our games 1o
suit different markets. If there is legisiation to be
formed it should be on a country basis and not

world-wide.” :

Different strokses

tis pretty much agreed that regulations should be done on a counlry to country basis
o of cultural differences. This proves a problem for

Amiga Computing
APRIL 1995

all parties remember this when applying
the Home Office’s advice. LT

A new frontier

It's easy for the media to hype an issue.
for the sake of a good story. At the
moment we are stil only talking about
the minority of games — in fact, only 1
per cant of ftles so far have been given
an 18+ rating. As Strachan points out
“Its very easy 10 pick up on exiremes.

s o unsny has taken a
responsible stance on the issue, but ulti-
mately a lot has 10 be down to parental
responsbilty. Woryingl. some fghten.
ing research shows that while 60 per cent
of parents exert control over what their
idren walch on tlevison,only treep-

ents’ technophobia and the fact that the
computer often gets hidden away in the
bediosi, Hopefully nchoh 43 the
gamesplayers grow up and become par-
O amaaivos s rabem il leser

expected 1o regress, it must move with
the times and keep up with other forms,
of entertainment.

i the whole, few could deny that the
industry has taken @ positive and
responsible role in res| g to the
needs for regulation. Keith Smith of
Millennium, however, warned: "we
should not dictate what is watched
based upon the poliics of fear.” f video,
entertainment is to grow Up, it appears.
that the shrieks of med must be
resisted.




£39.99 (plus £1.00 for postage and packing)

e ofe fre fiting for personal callrs

2omb 3959 210mb £194.99
9.

Zomb £
e cioas
120mb £134.93
170mb £179.99

580mb £44.99

e
o | | ALSO AVAILABLE
o par
at the. A1200 CD ROM Drive

in the £194.99
s the | Viper 68030 Turbo Accelerator
o par.
ol £169.99
ot be | A1200 3.5 hard drive fitting kit
e with £17.50

forms. A1200 Computer
atme |(RaCe & Chase pack)£289.99

vour

FREE
HOW TO FIT YOUR HARD DRIVE video and
Stakier disc {0 ncrease the dives capacity wit

mail order

SALES HOT-LINE
FREEPHONE

0500 340548

ENauiRiEs: 061 796 5279
Fax:-061 796 3208

Excite

Amiga

ga
in Manchester

Order MOW for immediate despatch

NEW! ONLY £19.99

NEW LOW PRICE £34.99
(plus £5.00 for postage and packing)|

—

0500 340548
(for credit card sales only)
061 796 5279 for enquiies
ortax 061 796 3208

Open 9am to 6pm

Monday to Friday.

Saturday mornings
10am to 12pm.

Access, Visa & smm aceemeu

s gy e Sofokeic
e b
Siren Software,
178 Bury New Road,
Whitefield,Manchester
M45 6AF  England

Personal callers welcome.
Please phone first to check
availabilty of any item.
Directions
From M62 junction 17, head
towards Bury. We are 50 yards
on the right after the third set of
traffic lights.

Al prices include VAT. postage
and packing will be charged at
£3.50 per order (U.K.), £7.

250

rest of the World.



Next Day £5.00
2-3 Days £2.50 Saturday £10.00
Deliveries are subject to stock availability

POWER COMPUTING LTD
44alb Stanley St. Bedford MK41 7RW/
Tel 01234 273000 Fax 01234 35220

'_

Allow up to 7 days for cheques to clear

- = -
I\

BEViPER 6s030 [ EEBOWER 1203 W
68030 40MHz RC or 50MHz RC ‘A1200 RAM board
with MMU, RAM upto 128MB, PCMCIA friendly @

TELEPH

NE 01234 273000 =

FPU-PGA only. Uses 1 x 32 SIMM

Bare 40MHz ... ] £229.00 . Anigq Formar Gold award
40MHz-4MB £379.00 0= S

| 40MHz-8MB. £499.00 Sl
Bare 50MHz £249.00 M8 £139.00
50MHz-4MB £399.00 4mB £189.00

£519.00 sm8
XL |.76MB [ ]

The XL Drive 1.76MB measures half
the height of a standard external
floppy drive and allows you to store
massive 1.76MB on  high density
disk. The A4000 internal drive fits
perfectly underneath the original
drive and no case cutting is required.

50MHz-8MB £329.00

i
FROM
£115.95
UPTO 128M
ON-BOARD
(VIPER 2

| —CCR - £59.95
3 RIES

BRRS0iSER s M | £55.95

« RAM Up to 8MB (Viper 1)/128MB (Viper 2) +.£55.95

Full Kickstart Remapping
Optional SCSI-II adapror
On-board bartery backed clock/68882 Co-processor

Instruction and data burst modes

BEPOWER DRIVE M

The Power Drive now includes Blitz
Amiga and Floppy Expander, free.
Floppy Expander allows you to
compress files on floppy disks by up
0 50%. Other features include: Anti-
£169.95 Click, Anti-Virus, Isolation Switch, 2
Year Warranty, Thru'port, Cyclone

28MHz [ Viper -1 33-42MHz.

FPU upto SOMHz  PGA/PLCC, FPU upto S0MHz
Bare Board ...£115.95 Bare Board .
4MB Viper ....£249.95 4MB Viper

PGA/PLC

8MB Viper ....£399.95 8MB Viper Compatible Chip, Backup Hardware
and Blicz Compatible feature.
-2 28MH; -2 40MHz EC
— = Lot 55 m EXTERNAL £49.95

PLCC only, FPU upto 40MHz  PLCC anly FPU upto 40MHz
Bare Board ...£135.95 Bare Board ...£199.95
4MB Viper ....£269.95 4MB Viper ... .£329.95 WNTERNAL DRIVES W
8MB Viper ... .£419.95 8MB Viper ... £469.95

CYCLONE s/W ONLY ..£10.00

Our internal drives use the same drive

[¥iper Co-processors |11 Viper Options mechanisms as the Amiga to ensure
complete compatibility:

28MHz FPU

33MHz FPU

40MHz FPU .......£70 8MBSIMM .

50MHz FPU (pGa) .£100 Other SIMMS

PC88I A500
' PC882 A2000 .
PC883 A600/1200

All products have a 12 month warranty unless otherwise spacified
Trade and Educational orders welcome - Worldwide distribution available
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omputers and printers — anyone

who's experienced the frustration

of trying 10 get them working prop-

fy together will know what's meant by the

phrase ‘a marriage made in hell” You can

ay a page out that looks great on-screen,

only 10 find your printer just isn't giving the
resuts its supposed o give.

I new version of Studio

Professional does not provide the all

experionce is presumed. The d
tion itself, for example, is extensively
detailed but rather intimidating and confus-
g in its layout. It's not until page 111 that

mpany ke Softwood would give, you can
orget i

Installing the program initally looks sim=
ple thanks 10 the fact that Studio uses the

choose from, so a step-by-step guide would
have been much appreciated.

CONFIDENCE

It would seem, then, that this package is
most useful for the more professional user
who already has a lot of confidence with the
printer basics. If you happen to be one of
nis elite crow, though, its only fair to say
at Studio I has a ot 10 offer.

Studio is divided into two parts, the first
5eing a collection of Workbench printer dri-
s for virtually all pinters currently on the

market, They do have a slight edge over the
andard drivers thanks to the fact that they

what unique drivers are developed before
many printers are actually released, and in
s version Epson ESC/P2, Canon BJ and

8UC printers have been catered for.
The second part of the package consists

1 suspect the demand for a product like this is going o be limited. Most people are
hapoy H they can gel thlc prntars churning out rascnable resuts, and they are
plough through this daunting piece of software for the sake of tweaking

mmq: . perfection.

More could have been done to make the program accessible o a wider range of
users by providing a tutorial or on-line help. As it stands, those who are already
h their printers should ignore the high overall mark this product

struggling

On the other hand, for anyone who fe
this package is certainly worth a look. Used correctly, Studio can make a significant
mprovement on the output of your applications, whether they use the Workbench

printing system or otherwise.

s really professional results are necessary,

I’remium print

Dwning a high-tlass printer is all very
wel|, but Amiga owners often find
they can’t makse the most of them.
low Lareth lofthouse reports on a
program designed for thase who

’_

need professional results

looking at on-screen. All
RS i 3 Cli i ba b
need for expensive printer pro-

B o et s o
be adjusted automatically to your printer

2
&

r0en is showing the colours and
definiton of a picture correctly.

The range f sfite types has besn
expand version with a
syl speed and
quality of these processes is creditable, and
the option for previewing selected dither
types is an additional time saver. Other
image enhancements include biur, sharpen,
automatic contrast, enhancement, mirror and
inversion effects.

A smooth print spooler has also been
included which enables a print job to be
processed, and at the same time allows the
user to perform another task on the Amiga.

SYSTEM EEEEHIIHLS

Workbench RAM

of a picture printing program, The advantage
offered by this software is that it can print
most types of pictures without using up to

much memory — in fact it will even print
poster-sized images spread over muliple
pages without having to foad the entire
picture into memory.

An additional piece of software allows
images 1o be printed directly from disk in
either 8-bit or 24-bit precision, an advantage
gained from the fact that the program s not
limited to the 4096 colours of the

The big development for this version,
however, is in the introduction of the first
professional colour management system
(CMS) to appear for the Amiga. A definite
boon for the user with serious printing
requirements, this system ensures that the
printer colours match the ones you're

The bottom line

Product: Siudra Pm)sss»onar "

Supplle/ JAM
Tel: 01895 274449

Ease of use
Implementation
Value for money.
Overal
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Fips, rolls, and

our average video presentation is
Just that - average. Add a few spe-
clal effects, though, and even a
dull piece of footage can be completely
transformed. Digital Video Effects (DVES),
best known for those wacky cascades and
tumbling fips used in American sportscasts,
the best way 1o do this, and Synergy's
Hollywood FX offers just about the best
solution I've seen on the Amiga 1o date.
When added in a professional video suit
using reaktime processors, DVES are very
‘expensive, and until now the home or semi-
pro user of Lightwave has only been able to

the ful-blown Video Toaster are okay as far
as they o, but they are nothing like as
good as the 24-bit animated effects poss
ble with Hollywood FX. By offering a siower
approach which doesn't scrimp on qualiy,
the program does the same job as profes-
sional kit but at a much lower price.

The program has a simple method of
working. Using Lightwave as a rendering
engine, Hollywood FX (HFX) passes its
own objects and scene information to the
Layout screen and renders the effects in
the same way any other scene would be
produced. The difference is that everything
is automatic and the user need only specify

tons and pop out for a cup of tea while the
DVE animation renders.

There are 48 effects in al, and the variety
of choice is enough to keep most videogra
phers and animators happy. Simple DVEs
used as transitions can start with the
bog-standard horizontal wipe where an

Digital Video Effects probably seem like an expensive luxury, but if
you think they are less than absolutely essential to modern video
editing, then think again. Fair enough, some of the more outlandish
effects used on cable TV or sportscasts would be out of place in a
more sober production, but watch the BBC or ITV if you want
examples of DVEs blending in with the surrounding video.

‘They have become so much a part of modern videography that a
video which doesn't use them these days looks dowdy and bleak.
Edits can appear clunky and over-abrupt, transitions 100 squared
off, and the whole production suffers. Over-use can lead to silly
extravagances, of course, but try a super-smooth wipe with feath-

ered edges just once and you'll be hooked for good.

Of course, you can create DVES yourself by building objects,
experimenting with flight paths, and spending hours or days trying
to get the effect just right, but it's very unlikely you'll match the

ore complex effects found in HFX. Many of them use pages
which roll up like wallpaper, or crumple, shatter, and explode, and |
for one would run out of patience long before | got close to some.
of these effects using Lightwave.

Stevie Hennedy gives his graphics a glitzy —
new looks with the latest starry-eyed —
lightwave add-on, Hollywood FH —

image slides smoothly away to reveal
another, or can be as complex as the
galery effect.

This involves mapping images onto two
picture frames in a Lightwave generated

another high-speed digitser, these images
can be replaced with captured video
sequences 1o produce stunning ransitions

one image to another is the preferred
method, but there are many which use just

image on a background. Users can
select another image or sequence for the
background, a definable gradient, or a solid
colour for keying five video at a later stage.
Both black (1uma) and blue (chroma) keying
are supported as standard.

CONTROL METHODS

As with most Lightwave add-on software,
HFX controls the main program through its
ARexx port, and this makes it possible for
the package to oversee most aspects of
rendering. From a series of simple on-
screen buttons, the user can select every-
thing from image resolution o anti-aiasing,
output file directory, and backdrop colour —
almost everything, in fact, you'd normally.
set using the Layout option panels.

‘The options button, for example, opens a

screen which offers the anti-aliasing setting
along with toggle buttons for depth of field,
motion blur, and ray tracing. Throw in the
ability to set field rendering to on or off
adjust the sample threshold for images.
and the option o render to DV1 and you
have a pretty comprehensive fist

In a clever move, the program will only
offer shadowing options (maj

Those which do use shadowing really shine
when a final animation is played. Not only
do you get smooth 3D effects moving
across your background video source or
animation, that same 30 effect casts shad-
ows which lend the effect a real depth

To enable the best possible control over.

final image appearance, the images option
screen gives the user the ability o adjust
many of the surface properties of the
objects 1o which images will be mapped.
Luminosity, transparency and specularity
are all there, which means there is no need
1o go into Lightwave to set these up for the

Whether this is a way of stopping people

A closer looks

Here's a small selection of the superb
effects offered by Hollywood FX.
Remember  there are 48 in all, and

every single DVE, but this random
selection should be enough o whet the
videograptier's appette.
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nicking the objects and scenes for other
uses s debatable, but it does highiight one
weakness in the package.

Altering the speed at which an entire
DVE plays is easy enough, because one
need only make it render more frames (you
-an set each 1o take as many frames as it
kes), but there is no way 1o edit how
bjects work within the effect itsell. To take

enage speed or rotation.
Some sort of envelope control would

the bottom of the screen

have given the package a huge flexibility
boost, but given Synergy's plans 1o release
a Hollywood FX Designer and libraries of
DVES for use in the package, the omission
would seem a deliberate commercial tactic.
Never mind ~ plenty of DVESs are supplied
with the package and most of them are
stunning

For owners of ADPro 2.5, the package s
supplied with macros to make use of that
package's excellent image processing func
tions. Pre-written macros include one for
the ol painting effect and one for emboss-
ing, but as they are all well commented it is

easy 1o edit the scripts in a text editor to
use other effects such as swirl or ripple for
truly amazing combinations.

The effect gained when you add such an
image processing trick to an already slick
animated transition has to be seen 1o be
believed. | was unable to make the program
live up 1o its promise that it would load
ADPro and use its operators on frames as
they were rendered (a possible bug there,
guys), but the 48th and final DVE is a sim-
ple post-production bution which will load
and process the frames you have just ren-
dered, 5o the feature can be made to work
eventually.

As HFX will also take advantage of the
PAR card, those with high-end video setups
can integrate the package with their expen-
sive equipment, and if you're serious about
creating video animations or other produc-

i m lin
Supplier: Premier Vision
Price: £199
Phone: 0171 721 7050

Ease of use

waving n the Value for money.
‘et goes ot

aste tsolf across the full scroon
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or months the Amiga press has

1o forget what these handy machines are
prmariy designed for

Yes, no matter how good the database is,
# cannot help but ook rather humble in com-
parison o the darlings of the Amiga world. To
e frank, the prospect of having (0 review

boring, but then that's what makes them ail
the more invaluable.
iow does Softwood's effort compare

Digita have applied the same approach as
whey did with Wordworth, which means.
#ere's a very flashy front-end o view.

DULL INTERFACE
8y comparison Final Data looks rather
rab, with an interface borrowed from your
QR ceacias TR @ oy
t import pictures to grace
your B e win s isol Sk Bl
who cares? Of course it's important to
e pouect page-desion tocs i a S
processor wants to waste time and
el
ssiephone numbers.
Final Data may be more modest superfi-

speed, both in terms of ease of use and
eficie

Whork coms o leaminghow 10 uso ho
s, w6 expec qood documertation fom
Sitwood and once again ths 5 no iap-
Soimant. Experenced users might ind
St of i amos o thorouh but o he

«qw.ﬂ.‘,mu..“w
o e e

he Hoxibio
way of developing a new database.

less confident the step-by-step guide shoud
prove foolproot.

For thoso of you it pariclar age
records to ke, its good 1o know that the
number of ows and Sl
Whats more, columns can be resized using
a quick point and drag melhcﬂ

Data is enteed into cal n a simiar man-
nor to entering data into a word process
s i s P i)
given for each celis consistent wih the type
ofinformation expeciod. For exampl, enfer-
ing an invalid date would result in an error
message being displayed.

Simple arithmetical calculations can be

performed including adding, subtraction,
munvp\lcalmn and dividing. Parenthesis can

in complex calculations invoving,

for example, (( Hours * Rate)
(Bonus))*Days Worked.
OUTPUT

Printing is relatively speedy thanks 1o the
fact that Final Data uses a printer's buitin
fonts as opposed to any outline fonts. This
can have the added advantage of making
printouts more readable.

A rewarding feature for owners of
Softwood word processors is the fact that
Final Data s ideal for managing lists that are
to be used with the Final Witer or Final

‘The acvantage o saring rormation on
the compuer i that the required data can be
rocalled in much less time than it would take
o search your fiing cabinet. A database’s
S0 owies e arvors sl o
and fortunately Final Data i better than most
thanks 10 a search am: replace allfeature
thatthey claim i niq

Uk & good i, Fnal Dat suppors

[sorFrwane HIES

First base

Following last month’s review of Digita’s
offering, Lareth lofthouse now assesses

the strengths of Final Data

ARexx, the Amiga's inter-program language.
ARexx programmers have 75 commands at
heir disposal to develop their own scrpts,
but for those of us who are uninitiated into
the mysteries of this language, several
predesigned scripts are included in the
package. acd

Uerdict

Unless train spotting is in your blood,

cient in use, and powerful n ts organ-
isational tools.

Final Data has no frills to trick you
into thinking you're having fun, but

happily it does have the power to do
what a computer should do by saving

valuable time on your paper work
What's more, at half the price of
Digita's offering, i’ a choice the bank
manager would approve of.

Workbench  Workbench

The bottom line

Product: Final Data
Supplier: Softwood
Price: £39.95
Tel: 01 773 836781

Easeofuse
Implementation
Value for money.
Overall
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540MB 3.5” IDE/SCS!
GB 3.5” IDEISCS! -
|2GB 3.5” IDEISCSI -

BmOVERDRIVE HD

R
B

External PCMCIA HD allows you fit 2
35" IDE hard drive and included in the
pack is the installacion software which
llows you (o configure the drive to your
own

OVERDRIVE BARE .
OVERDRIVE 360MB

HD | |

ax
» .

The AT-500 IDE external hard drive for
the A500 comes complete with an internal
ROM socket so you can switch between &
2.04 and 1.3 ROM without having to
open your Amiga casing.

AT:500 BARE .
AT500 360MB .

mswauest orves ()

Removable storage systems from Syquest.

35" 105MB SCSI INTERNAL . .£279
3.5 270MB SCSI INTERNAL . .£449
EXTERNAL CASING ....0...£99
|05MB SYQUEST CARTRIDGE -£55
270MB SYQUEST CARTRIDGE .£79

T —— —

128MB OPTICAL INTERNAL .
230MB OPTICAL INTERNAL .
128MB OPTICAL DISK
230MB OPTICAL DISK ..
SCSI CONTROLLER CARD

EEVIDEO BACKUP 3.0 @

This innovative product allows you to backup
Jour software onto a VHS cassette, 5o you
can store up to 520MB on one four hour
ape. Version 3.0 has new backup modes for
Amiga's with a 68020 or higher CPU, a new
user interface that also runs on the
Workbench screen, a two times speed
improvement over v1.5, daa compression
over thrce times faster than v1.5 and also able

to watch television on your 1084s monitor.

VIDEO BACKUP SCART ... £65
VIDEO BACKUP PHONO
UPGRADE TO V3.0

EmoIsKExPANDER

Disk Expander includes the following features:

+ Can add up t0 50% to your hard drive capacity

« Fast compression and decompression

+Works with all drives including SCSI, IDE,
Floppies and even the RAM disk

+ Reliable in tests, no daa corruption

+ Flexible and expandable as new compression

libraries a

e developed

+ Once installed the program is transparent to
the user

«Works on any Amiga with any Kickstart

DISK EXPANDER .

EEEEOPPY EXPANDER ]

Floppy Expander allows you o fi about
1.5MB on a standard floppy drive and an
amazing 3MB when used in conjunction
with the XL Drive 1.76MB. This is achieved
g data 30 - 70% of its original
e, which all of this happens automatically.

by compr

FLOPPY EXPANDER ....vovono £10

We manufacuure a vast range of memory
cards forall the Amiga range of computer

512K RAM WITH CLOCK . £2
512K RAM WITHOUT cLock . £ |
A600 IMB RAM . . £3
AS00+ IMB RAM .

ENAS00 2MB RAM

A 2MB RAM board for the A500 which
fitsin the trap door slot.

A500 2MB RAM ...oveocneed

2.04 ROM CHI
3.1 AS00/A2000
3.1 A3000/A4000 .. ... -

2,04 ROM, DISK & MANUAL . .£5
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award winning Power Scanner

eciudes the following features:

Scan in 24-bic (16.7 million colours) ar
200DPI (all Amigas, not just AGA)*
2 in 256 greyscales at up to 400DPI
Amigas not justAGA)

wll control of scanner mode from s/w*
port for printer connection

wlly supports AGA chipset

images in avarity of formats

lay HAMB/24-bit images on a non-
AGA Amiga (via image conversion)
ul editing facilities

v image processing functions inc.

heness, colour, contrast, relicf, scale
colour o black and white images

en convert them to 24-bit

apatible with all Amigas

System Requirements
204 ROM orshove, Minimum 1MB
Recor

betytv
7 B eropipsrirs

POWERSCAN4B/W .........|
POWERSCAN 4 COLOUR
JOCR (when purchased with scanner)
OCR SOFTWARE
POWERSCAN 4 S/W ONLY ....£20
PC INTERFACE + COLOUR S/W £49

ic T INTERFACE + BIWHITE SIW £39

EEWARP ENGINE @
0

high speed 040 board you install

9

sectly into the CPU slot, not a Zorro

I‘"NARP ENGINE 33MHZ .
£19 WARP ENGINE 40MHZ .
‘g:mn supPLies W

£95 B-placement PSU's for GVP external HD

Bad Overdrive.

£59 POWERSUPPLY ......... £39.95 .

Sewar of xtrnal bad divestht e power fom the

migs extersl floppy por:

The Epson GT-6500 24-bit colour A4
flarbed scanner has outpur resolutions
up to 1200DPI in 16.7 million
colours, greyscale and line art, The
GT-6500 comes with software, cables
and manual.

GT-:6500 POWERSCAN ....£599
GT:6500 IMAGE FX ..

DOCUMENT FEEDER

BEEPSON STYLUS W

The Epson Stylus colour inkjet prints
up to 16 million colours with a
maximum resolution of 720DPI.
Complete with Studio I software
(£49.95 Studio 1 only).

Epson Stylus Inkjet, Data Cable
10 Sheets of 720DPI Paper

10 Sheets of 320DPI Paper

Studio Il Software ... £489

EPSON LQ-300 24-PIN .
LQ-300 COLOUR KIT

BNA500 68020 &

Full 68020 processor with MMU
Works with all A500's, A500+
Optional GB881/68882 (PLCC or PGA)
Up t0 4MB FAST RAM

Fully auto-configuring

Supports Motorolla cache system
Supports Kickstart remapping

Disable jumper

Not Compatible with GYP Hard drive

£99
£239

68020 A500 BARE
68020 A500 4MB .

major credit cards and
fes.

make them payable
delivery is required.

n0nth of publication only,
ordering.

at Tax Free Prices to
. BFPO orders welcome.

POWER COMPUTING LTD
44a/b Stanley St. Bedford MK4| 7RW
Tel 01234 273000 Fax 01234 352207
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hile Commodore’s future remains
unresolved, third-party develop-
stil producing innovations
and improvements for high-end Amiga
users ~ the likes of the Warp Engine,

tech-

3

rstorm 060 and other assorted
nical goodies for 40005 and,
in some cases, owners as well.

But let's not forget about the punters
who helped start the Amiga legacy — the
500 and 500 plus owners. By today's
standards, theso machin

basic around. However, because money
doesn' grow on trees and not everyone
can cough up large amunts of cash for
a 4000 (if they can find one at the
moment) the 00 st nas anoigh
Safphecis o e e o

S it o AR e W s
ware that can do just that, Any serious
500 user should give each

to make sure that their machine
e R Ve e g

LWith Amiga
technology forever :]
improving in speed —

and spec, what (an —
the humble 500 —
owner do to inject 8 —
new lease of life in —
to their well used —
machine? Adam —|
Phillips reviews —

Hard drives are essential for any real kind of data storage. Floppies are fine
for transporting data from one machine to another but, for ease of use, relia-
billty and above all, speed, a hard drive has to be near the top of any Amiga
owner's shopping fst.

Coming in various memory sizes, many programs can be installed to the
hard drive and simply double-clicked on 1o load. No tedious disk swapping or
lengthy walts as the program boots up. For 500 owners, the AT500, while
not exactly what you'd call eye grabbing, is a very efficient piece of kit

“The unit plugs into the sidecar expansion slot on the 500 and has two sim-
ple buttons on the front, along with two LED lights that indicate when the.
drive s on and when it s being used.

Coming preformatted, the hard drive shouidn't cause any problems when
being set up. Plug the unit in, turn on the 500 with Workbench 1.2 or above
nthe floppy, and switch on the hard drive.

The HD's management system is provided on an accompanying disk
There are three programs o help install, check and configure the HD. The
main software is the installer where, by using a simple set of options, the
user can pretty much create whatever he or she needs.

Different partitions can be created, each using a certain amount of
memory from the hard drive, and any fauls can be checked. Once youre
happy with all the options, simply click on the proceed button. During this
period, Workbench can be installed onto the HD,

Be warned though — once all the partitions have been set up, if you should
decide to change them, use the delete pariiions option, not the low level for-
mat. One, it takes four hours to do and, two, the hard drive won't work
Foiil MR B

dvice is o never use the format option unless you're at
ynur Wit's end and, for setting up your hard drive in the first place,
think which partition you want to boot up from and give that part
tion the most memory. The simple reason for this is that you'l
spend less time in Shell sorting out fiddly assign routines.

If you want to avoid all this hassle, simply preorder how
you want the hard drive to be set up and the suppliers will
do it for you.

Also included on disk is the DPU software. This allows the
user o select a device and see how ts working, where the mem-
ory is allocated in each partiion via a bit map analysis, and gives
the option to check for corrupt cylinders.

There were no instructions included for the actual hard drive but each

M-Tec Hardware Design ATS00 (Size: 360 Mb)

Amiga Computing
APRIL 1995

program on the floppy comes with its own read.me file or there is on-screen
help when you're using a particular piece of software. Id still prefer a fully
‘comprehensive manual though, covering all aspects of the package in one.
booke. Por Computng has sad they pu n an advis sl for nawoom-
[ B i drive ‘otiqué

from my formatting problem though, it s 1 be said tht s s &

e s oty
installed on a 500 or 500 plus. A periphoral desi
good start for anyons who o
needs a large amount of ok for.
cata, primed and ready for seteomery

easy use and access.

The bottom line

Product: AT500 Hard Drive
Price: £259.95
Supplier: Power Computing
Tel: 01234 273000

Easeofuse
Implementation

Value for money
Overall




HARDWARE

gently press a row against the side of a desk so
they point in a littie more. Once done, ease them
Into their correct position.

Flick the machine on and you'll now have an
extra 2Mb sitting there very comfortably in chip
RAM. The only thing to make sure of is that when

Once in a while, every user reaches that point

M-Tec 2MB

grams, they rely ither partly or exclusively on chip the unit is a replacement for the Gary chip which
RAM that makes up the core of your machine’s can be found on the 500's circuit board. The actual
memory. 2Mb comes on a board that siips into the.

solely from this source and without
enough, the standard Amiga
500/plus can become redun-
dant for certain users
requiring just that
fittl bit more.

S0 more memory is

that are connected via a wire,

Samples, image maps and others operate

trapdoor slot. The replacement Gary
chip, with its piggyback connector,

slots into the Gary siot once the

original chip s boen removed

carelul when sioting the

pigayback in because the long,

unsupported connectors are

very fimsy and have a en-

dancy 1o bend so they
it into

\ rspecive s

ensure that each row.
of pins is suitable o fit

ordering, specify
they aren't interchangeable.

if you have a 500 or 500 plus —

The bottom line

their

best way to

essential on 1o either side of the Easeofuse 8

The M-Tec 2MB is Gary slot is 1o ever-so Implementation__ 8

one solution to the prob- Value for money. 8

lem. Coming in two parts Sone? aug? mage Overal 8
maps? Youre going to need exira

Product: M-Tec 2 meg upgrade
Price: £89.95
Supplier: Power Computing
Tel: 01234 273000

Speed sells computers. You can have the
most user friendly machine in the world with
all the programs you'l ever need to get the
most out of your machine, but there are
some out there who will drop everything to

you've still got the 500 or 500 plus. But for
those who want to inject a dose of adrena-
2 into the old hardware, there’s no better
way than investing in an accelerator card.
hile the heady heights of the Warp
ngine aren't compatible, it is possible to
nerease the speed of a 500 up to the
power of a 1200,

The M-Tec 68020i comes in  black box

at contains the hefty accelerator card, a
single sheet of rather sad-looking installa-

800) and gently push in the new card,

EARTH T0 M-TEC

Bafore starting on this process, make

it up and potentially shorting the chip
when you touch
iemember o keep your feet in the same

@sconnected. Finally, if you really are
acertain how to do t, find someone who
and ask them to help.

luded as part of this particular card

'S 4Mb of SIMM chips that it in a siot *

healthy amount of
Fast RAM to p\ay

bles the speed of
your machine, don't
be mistaken into
thinking that it's AGA

you can add a
graphics card like the
Deac 18 to boost your
picture and animation
viewing capabilties, but it
still isn't AGA. It would
take a new motherboard to

card's specifications mough the
disk included has a variety of programs to
help make sure it's up and running
correctly.

“The best utiity is Sys.Info which gives a
full breakdown of memory, speed charts,
operating drive configuration and a host of
options. The card itself is of a good stan-
dard and if extra power is what you'e afte,
you can hardly go wrong. Unless that is.
you're an absolute and utter beginner.

The only real problem is the rather
pathetic instructions that come with the
hardware — they're just not good enough for
a beginner. That aside though, the M-Tec
680201 is a worthwhile investment and
should prove a tempting buy to anyone
feeling the need for speed:

Give your machine a turbo
boost but don't expect AGA

The bottom line

Product: M-Tec 68020i

accelerator card
Price: Standalone £99.95
With 4Mb extra RAM
£239.95

Supplier: Power Computing
Tel: 01234 273000

Ease of use
Implementation
Value for money
Overal

oo~
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ALL WORK AND ALL PLAY

THE TWO-IN-ONE MONITOR
FROM MICROVITEC

There's a new, highly versatile, dual purpose 5 y Microvitec,
colour monitor that's unbelievable value for  the UK's leading monitor manufacturer,
both business and games usc. features include:

Comp: le with all workbench modes, the °! 53 4
Computt i e 8 25 MICROVITEC
Auto-Scan 1438 has high performance e "
electronics and an ultra fine tube for sharp, ok
crystal clear images. Tl sucasniig

MRPII compliant ter Wes
Designed and buil to exacting standards for Designed and manufactured in the UK ester CHI

CALL NOW ON 0244 377566 FOR YOUR NEAREST DEALER




FEATURE

Up against the harshest of
competition, Adam FPhillis reports
) ‘ \ on why the Amiga is holding its own

in the film and animation industry

tant shot of the bus
the



FEATURE

feel the tangible buzz of excitement, adren-
alin and long antisocial hours that are the,
trademarks of any fim studio. A fimatic vi

lage of production companies clustered
together in a melting pot of creativiy, cash
and egos surrounded by towering stages
where scenes from movies have been cap-
tured by some of the world's most
‘acclaimed fim makers.

Nestled firmly in the comfort that the Scott
brothers have potentially made a purchase
that could help tur the British film industry
round, the Magic Camera Company can
look forward 1o an even brighter future after
already producing special effects for films
that most cinema goers will have seen —
Cape Fear, Cliffhanger and Batman to
name but a few.

Currently geared as a production house
for both model making, shooting, motion
control, matte paintings, opticals and com-
puter graphics creation for film, television
and commercials, the success of the com-
pany is very much in evidence with the walls
of each of its rooms and offices adormed
with the posters of previous projects.

While the company was established in
the early eighties, it has seen a change of
management and it's only been in the last
couple of years that the computer side has
swung into full action. The man responsible

Notice the amount of

Amiga Computing
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for running the computer graphics depart-
ment, which has an estimated worth one.
million pounds, is Alan Marques. Under his
wing is a team of five people, three of
whom are working at the moment on Gerry.
Anderson's Space Precinct using Silicon
Graphics workstations, and Alan and Evan
Davies are working on CyberJack using
Amigas and Lightwave.

Marques started realising the potential of
computer graphics in 1983 when, in his own
words, he “came out of fim and TV college
and wandered into computer graphics pur-
Unlike today, where there

azines, videos and serinay
{o toach himsef the basic princpies, focus-
ing is ime on programming and produicing
wireirame graphics — powerlul, affordable
it wasn't an opton in those days. ‘s only
recently that you've been able to walk
found wih a largo cheque saying, Il have
that and Il have that as well”

‘Afer sponding nine years working n the
West End on various commercials,
Marques and his extensive understanding
of computer graphics were employed o
buid up the rather heallhy computer suites
at the Magic Camera Compary.

SPACE ON EARTH

At present the firm s using two studios
for its work on Space Precinct, where mod-
els of ships and vast cityscapes have been
constructed 1o recreate the bleak future of
Demeter City. Housed in the offices is a
computer setup that would send most
3Dphiles into embarrassing spasms of
‘excitement on the cutting room floor. Seven
SGIs with various software licenses make
up the mainstay of the company's hard-
ware, but in a separate office across a hall
sit three Amigas at the cuting edge of film
special effects.

The film that's currently receiving the
Amiga treatment is OyberJack, a
Canadian $2 million sci-i thiller
Set in the future, it tells the
Story of a renegade cop tak-

sor.
Mixing live action in the
shape of a model cityscape
and computer graphics, the main

task of any 3D animator on a project

such s this is o make SUTo  The man, Marquos, himself
ha

everything  fits
seamlessly. In a profession-
al's eyes, as soon as a
Viewer reallses they're watching computer
graphics matted over a live action back-
drop, then they have failed.

When | turned up on their doorstep,
Marques and his colleagues were busy at

together side th
vots

1o
Irom the up-and-com
“Space Precinct series

This scene shows the skybus coming

work on the introduction scene. Set over

several shots, the intro consists of @

Skybus — a futuristic flying bus designed by

Davies that has 15000 polygons, 53 sur-

faces and 46 lights on it - heading towards

& futuristic city and then beginning 10 058

control as the terrorist virus kicks in. The

airborne public transporter finally

ends ts flight by nose-diving in to

2 e side of a skyscraper, kiling
allthe passengers.

One of the most impres-

sive shots is the skybus fly-

ing only a few feet above a

‘crowded street as it sirug-

gles to gain control, mix-

ing live action of the

street model and the

Amiga-rendered skybus.

To produce such a con-

the street had to be built, and

then using a motion control carm-
era a shot was fimed s if following
the imaginary craft through

developed, viewed
the animator's intentions il
work, and then taken 10 the scan foom. In
this black coffin-fike room the film is pro-
jected onto a §70,000 liquid cooled chip.

camera to produce a 2,000 pixel resolution
series of frames that are downloaded onto




256 meg Silicon Graphics Indigo
machine.
Bacause of Marques staunch belief in
etworking, the files are saved 1o a 16 giga-
hard drive where all the computers in
ne Magic Camera Company setup can
ess them via Etheret

graphics in the foreground fited In with the
bﬂnkgr()unj of the film. “The one thing you g it
e 1o do with computor graphics is put appretiate
rain on them. When it comes out of a
%cw the image is VUVCZM:;U and very Ut you baue to do to get
clean, Fim ln' iko that, s griny 50 You fig gt )

Onc the film has been digitally scanned
e skybus could begin to be applied. The
st problem, before any plotting of the
blect's course through the live action could

started, was how wellthe highly polished

have to put that over the computer graph
ics. If you don't it shows up like a sore
thumb.

When the skybus was rendered at 2048
pixels, the same resolution as the back
ground, the image was too sharp. So it was.

ook real

Alan Marques on one of
the bugbears of being a

professional animator

The cutting edge

With the latest in graphic engines only a few steps away
across the Special FX office, it may seem strange 1o use.
the Amiga which is a ffth o the price and, at the end of
e day, doesn't have the same image in the industry’s
eyes as SGls. Marques filed me in: “When we came o
95 job we went through three software

up.” Next up was a Canadian package he used during
his days in the West End, and is an excellent renderer
100. Again, there was anofher hitch. ‘It worked beaifully
on the rendering side bu the problem was that the

models would come ou cean They came in with bad

g 6 i e e W S ot g 0 B
n Wavefront, one of the big Siicon Graphics rendering
aackages (840,000 worth) but when it came to doing

doing glossy objects such as cars, when it comes to that
grungy, well-used look, the expensive system would
appear not o be able to cut the mustard due 10 s lack of
appropriate rendering capabilties
Marques and the team then moved onto another pack-
10 see if it would yield better results. “We then tried
Explore which has an outstanding renderer but, unfortu-
nately, the interface is just ridiculous  it's such a
complex affai, | spent the weekend on it and just gave

FmaHy‘ o startod to produce test renders on tho
Amiga and knew that he could get the look he needed
from Lightwave. There was a brief stumbling block
though - at the time, each frame was taking an hour to
render which simply wasn't up to speed. However,
Marques had heard through John Allarice at Team 17
about the Raptor Plus, the accelerator animal from
Deskstation Technology i the US, and went along to the
Worid Of Amiga Show last year. Being part o a financial-
Iy successful company with doep pockets, he was able
10 buy one on the day and take t home that evening,

With the rendering times down 1o four minutes a
frame, the Amiga was chosen to produce the special
effects.
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decided 10 render the object at half that res

olution and blow the finished result up to

2048 pixels. This, in turn, softened the
image and reduced wmh)rmqs times dra
matically as well. A very m iter was
then run on it and ook the m@.» off even

further. Marques then punched a film grain
onto it using a holdout matte.
One o Lghtave s presant shortzomings

also iopped up n the process. When
program creates an Alpha mate it leaves
B o a kpinna A bt

white matte of the Skybus from each frame
had to be created and then mixed in with

the colour image to produce the fully it
object.
REALISTIC EFFECTS

To round the proceedings off, fiim grain
noise was added to give that final tint of

realism. The process is a long and some

times tortuous one but Marques is
adamant: “People don't appreciate what
you have to do 1o get the thing to look real

We spent three waeks painting textures for
that bus - we have to do that to get i right.
To actually animate the skybus into the
background they had to overcome another
hurdle associated with Lightwave. Unlike
Wavefront where video or animation can be’
played automatically into the wireframe ani
mation area to synchronise the action
easily, Lightwave doesn't offer this feature
Instead, he's created a macro for Lightwave
which converts the film footage and

>
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>
compresses it down to video resolution,
“This in turn is DVEG to fil the Lightwave
anim area and is then written onto the
PARcard on another Amiga via the
Etheret

“This all means we can play the PARcard
on one machine which plays directly onto
the background of Lightwave's anim area
on the other via a G2 Genlock." Said
Marques. He hopes that Lightwave 4 wil
remove this long-winded process.

b s Tomis f Cores S iy s
for themselves — the Skybus streaks down
the street, the lights of the cityscape cast
their beams against the dirty metal of the

public transporter, all culminating in a
explosion lifed from their extensive library
of pyrotechnics.

‘The kit required to pull most of this visual
glory together mainly consists of two
Amigas ~ one is a 4000 040 with a Warp
Engine, 146 megs of RAM and a soon-to-be
added two gig drive. Also included are two
Ethemet cards, one of which communicates
with the Raptor Plus and Screamernet
while the other deals with the outside net-
work connected to SGls and 5o on.

The other Amiga, a 1500, has a GVP 40
MHz 040 combo card, a two gig hard drive,
16Mb of RAM, a GVP, Ethernet and Picasso
cards, a SyQuest drive and the full PARcard

T

Kit. Marques is extremely impressed with
the latter

Uliimately, he believes the Amiga has &
vital role to play in their production process!
~ the machine is consistently being used 12
create objects before they are ported
across to the SGis. “Well never get rid of
the Amigas because they are very useful —
they're cheap platforms that don't tie up an
expensive SGI station... 'm still a greal
believer in mixed technology and the!
Amiga is stil a very good machine. It the!
only machine that mulitasks well to this!
day. | like the fact that with 146Mb | can
have Lightwave, AdPro and a paint
package running and Ethernet doing

Appearances can be deceptive. On the London AZ,
the layout of Kensal Road suggests that it might be
a rundown part of the Big Smoke that can only
boast a series of council houses buit at Some point
in the late fories. Ariving there, however, you are
confronted with courier bikes roaring past you to
their urgent mystery destinations, and a sizeable
chunk of production companies, graphic design
firms and games houses that must form a fair part of
London's media circus,

On one of the floors of one of the large buidings
that line either side of the streat are the offices of
Think, a ground-breaking graphic design firm
headed by artist Andrew Sutton which has produced
some of the most eritically acclaimed album covers
in the last ten years for bands such as Primal
Scream, Spiritualised and Teenage Fan Club.
Across the office in a separate room, the Mu-Media
i st wiih 1 Batacar odting suf, wo coples
jas and a enviable amount of

respecting fim and graphics company needs.

One of the great untold Amiga success stories,
the firm was set up while its two founders and now
managing directors, Kieran Evans (25) and Tim
Davies (28), worked at Amblimation, part of the
Ambin company owned by one Steven Spielberg.

ix months before they decided to leave, Mu-Media
was set up 1o explore the moving image makers'
particular interests in the industry — mainly music
videos.

Evans commented: “At the time, | was into the
KLF (the now defunct dance group) and fiked their

mad videos which showed the bands as mysterious
figures. So we decided to do spoos on that kind of
theme in the form of mad litle fims that leave the
viewer with oper-ended questions.

While the two self-financed their experimental
movies, a twist of fate landed Evans with an opportu
ity 10 get in contact with an up-and-coming pop
group called The Grid. After witing t0 the band and
being given VIP treatment at a concert, Evans was
sent a newsletter by Richard Norris, a member of the
band, inviting him o join The Grid network, their fan
club.

“Atthe bottom of the letter, we asked if they would
fike to see some of the fims we'd done. The reply
was yes" explained Evans. “We sent Norris a tape
and he subsequently went off to Thailand for four
woeks, then retured and immediately gave us a call
saying he wanted us to do The Grid five show.

CHART-TOPPING

For the show, Evans and Davies used two Amiga
5005 and a Panasonic mixing desk 1o aid the band's
aural experience, with a visual side o match. Since
then, The Grid has stormed the charts and Mu-
Meks fave payanenty bacors ths bardé bop
promo mak
A Vot o oot aw ctos b

ceedings to help convey to their marketing people

we couldn' do it uness they bought us a computer,
which they subsequently did." That computer was
e ] e & horkos €000
had a load of televisions set up and there
e i s v
pictures, animations and 5o on which are all con-
trolled via Scala and AdPro" said Evans. They aiso
directed a video for RCA which was intended to be
the main focus of the conference.
“Their successful rise in the pop promo scene has
continued, working for bands and DJs such as Paul

Oakenfold, Lionrock, Sasha and Mr Roy, and Mu
Media's hardware list has swelled info a enviable
collection. With another Amiga 4000/040, each
machine is fitted with a DPS Personal Animation
Recorder, a Warp engine, Lightwave, Scala, AdPro
and other familir high-caibre packages.

The resus of their computer-sianted work is obvi-

coaste, and a lens fared sher's badge spine
abstractly in The Grid's Texas Cowboys

I can be used as a video scratcher much in the.

APRIL 1995




ackground tasks al at the same fime.

And the compeition? “Frankly, | would
o do that on a PC or a Mac but the
swer is that you're ot going to see it
Because they're just not up to i

AMIGA-SPECIFIC

As well as CyberJack, you'l also be able

want 1o see some of the Amiga's past work,
tracking down the opening to the il-fated
and rather rank TV show, Scavengers — this
nas been pulled after only one series and

Insider opinion

With the Amiga playing such a vital role in film and
video productions, even affer
if Amiga International do achieve success,
the people behind the scenes want 1o see’

months of bankruptcy,
what do

74 like to think that there is a future for the Amiga
and if they get this
one hell of a machine to have because the next big

RISC machine going, it could be

one serious amount of money. As you can
see and read, while liquidators play corpo-
rate chess with the future of Commodore

FEATURE

thing has to be desktop video and [public access

m t a machine out this year
hough orthey oo dead.
Kieran Evans, Mu-Media.

the real world continues to show the Amiga
is still and wil be for sometime, an invalu:
able tool for professionals across the world.

The torporate collection

same way a DJ scraiches vinyl to produce a score.
B e e st et e e
huge video machines — the PARcard makes this
B D o e sl i o ool
commented Evans,

Like Alan Marques at the Magic Camera
Gompany, they're also impressed with the Amiga’s
multitasking: “It's excellent the way it can launch
five different programs at one time — design on
Deluxe Paint, bump it info Imagine, create a 3D
abject, bump that into Lightwave and then animate

PURE AMIGA

Any thoughts of moving onto another platform to
do their work s met with a resounding negative:
“The Amiga does everything we need... | don' rate
the PC — the amount of add-ons you have o go
through is very expensive. For instance, the Amiga
comes with sound buitin and is much more user
friendly to use anyway. With the likes of DPaint,
magine, AdPro and Lightwave, the stuff we're
doing is equal to things that people are doing on
Macs and with SGls.

On the subject of Macs, Evans is adamant
Mac's three dimensional programs are cacs

The company doesn't believe in constantly
upgrading the machinery. The philosophy is 1o ‘use

 abuse’ the machinery they have already to the
limits, and Evans knows that they're il finding out
new things about the Amiga every week — he reck:
ons that no one has yet realsed the full potential of
s

The

cala.
As far as the Amiga’s end results, Evans and co.
are very happy. Apparently, a leading figure in the
British film industry was bowled over by what h

saw the machine do. Last month, Mu-Media were

interviewed for French TV and, at the end, they
s ek o & s s

'ed hope when their accents proved to be unin-
K(‘\I\gxh\u Instead, they created a Lightwave anima-
tion in five minutes and the French crow's jaws fell
firmy 1o the ground at the time the whole process
ook

He is very keen to point out, though, that they re
not just a graphics company but a full-blown pro-
duction house which offer a wide range of facilfies,
with Kieran as the director and Tim as the
expert. Their work includes logos for corporations
such as British Telecom, and Evans and Davies
have maor plans for the future. At present they're
working with The Grid, Zion Train and possibly the
Art Of Noise to produce CD-ROMs boasting 3D
graphics, band information and more.

Litering their office walls are storyboards for sev-
eral other projects as wel. Nick and The Glimmung
is a chidren's story written by Philp K Dick which
Evans found while hunting through shelves in a
local bookstore. The story appealed to him and,
after consultation with Richard Wiliams (the man
responsible for animating Who Framed Roger
Rabbit?), he was encouraged to get some story-
boards done and a script together. Since that time,
several TV and fim companies have become inter-
ested in the idea and negotiations are under way to
develop the story into either a feature fim or TV
series.

‘There are also plans to produce a 45-minute 3D

and round new technologies
Y1l start with a 10-minute ive inlro to set the story

and then the computer starts 10 trip. That's all | can

e of ol e sk o om A
an hour-dong live show for a French TV channel that

00 iA e v e O
Saturday night. The audience figures are well over
a millon and the two Amiga 40005 are being used
o produce ‘acid headstyle animation.

Ulimately, Mu-Media and their generous neigh-
bours, Think Designs who gave the then budding
production company office space for free, plan to
join together at some point in the near future to form
a company that is known for the moment as simply
A. To all the parties involved the line between
different forms of media is becoming more
blurred as graphic designers, computer software
producers and video companies begin to work

jether more and more to create true multiple
media projects.

COLLABORATION

An example of this is the Zion Train pop video
which combines text animated in Lightwave,
graphic-designed interfaces and framing created on
a Macintosh. The two companies have already cok
aborated on album and single covers such as The
Grid's ‘Evolver,' where a frame of the Lightwave-
produced rollercoaster sequence was grabbed with
the PARcard and downloaded to a Mac. From there
it was altered and manipulated into a cover design
for the band's Rollercoaster single

With this forward thinking atitude o the future,
and a company that is iterally bursting with ideas,
projects and productions, whatever happens to the
company’s name, | predict we'll be hearing more
about Evans, Davies and Sutton's work. And the
Amigals.
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ith the massive exposure in the
media, you'd imagine the internet

B i sl

1 comes 1o electronic communication
However there are easier, f more expen-
sive methods of getting messages and files
scross the globe, with by far the most well
‘established and comprehensive commercial
comms network of them all

user

.
Unfortunately, as well as ofering e-mail on
2 global scale the system also has a well-

fation as being one of the most
expensive -mail altematives. Not only do
you pay for being a member, you also pay for
onvine time plus a surcharge for faxing, telex-
ing and downloading which worst still,
Sscomes more expensive the faster you 6o i
Even sending messages between other

rice

For the most part these adtional costs
are fairly insignifcant, but nevertheless it al
2dds on 1o the price of a local
reinforce Compuserve's reputation as the
Gomain of corporate comms.

However, even though on-line charges
are a problem, Compuserve offers a unique
‘get things done’ approach to e-mail, Uniike
e internet you don't necessariy need to
vest hours browsing around, or even have
an e-mail address, 1o reach the companes,
notables or on-fine resources you need.

For example, an impressive collection of
Amiga manufacturers have their own con-
ferences and can be mailed directly for all
xinds of information and tech support. In
aditon, the same companies often upload
all their latest product details, release
aates, software upgrades and patches on
e day of completion.

SETTING UP

So where does AutoPilotftinto the equa-
5007 Well, unlike the vast majorty of e-mail

Manager.
Unfortunately an Amiga CIM has never
appeared but fortunately for Amiga fans,
Steve Alhstrom came 1o the rescue and
now sells AutoPilot on-line to anyone
funning a Compuserve account.
The actual buying or registration of AP is
. When you initilly download

version which allows basic navigation,
minus many of the money and time-saving
‘ssentials of the ful package.
To actually register, simply ‘Go SWReg'
which takes you to Compuserve's on-line
are registration facility where you add
your deails plus a credit card number, at
which point a $69 dollar registration fee is
ebited automatical
1n.a day o two a special e-mail message
aives from AForums Inc. which automati-
cally updates AP 1o the ful version.
BT
Shareware-esque software is 10 ignore the
registration and bumble along regardless.
wever, in the case of AP this is a very
g mistake.
Uniike most CIM packages, AP is totally
saving you money — in fact the _
registration will pay for tself in a couple of

[Fearune [IER

[ommercial

surfer

months at most.
can see from the screen shots,
AP s hardly the prettiest package in the
world, something which comes as a stark
rast to ifs counterparts on the PC and
Mac. Both of the above lavish ridiculous
amounts of graphics on a slow point and
click interface which often, and perhaps
intentionally, makes you forget you're on-
line and eating up cash.

AP, on the other hand, concentrates on
grabbing and sending what you need with
the minimum of fuss. In fact, once set-up
the package is more akin to a fully automa-
150 ot redcrinata tan a el
terminal interfac

i Wl Spiton revcin Wous e
forum control panel. Assuming you've
‘added the necessary parameters in the set-
up screen, all that remains is to make few
simple click selections and the software
Iiterally automates the rest.

Initially you're provided with the basic
Amiga forum selections, which can of
course be added 1o as your interests diver-
sify. Each is split into four main button
Banks, e vl ramie utans wikch

v f Yo have uvead mad o
actio o e
consit of seloging et O etrie
G pecaorl mal Yo ey hie Tecetved
since your last session.
You might select ‘get AmigaArts’ which

aif, 1o
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Faul Austin takes to
the cyber stiies with
the aid of AutoFilot

Would scan and retrieve al the unread mailin
that particuar forum. Of course, this can be.
fitered to minimise the amount received. In
addition, you may want to update your file
catalogue in the AmigaVendor forum

Finaly you could select a file/s for down-
foading from an existing forum catalogue —
‘and of course fles or mail can be uploaded to
the forum or address of your choice just as.
casiy. As a help to users, if you've replied to
or generated new mail since your last viit @
pending button wil already be .

GET THE MESSAGE

As a result, various forums may already
‘show a number of pending actions, and per-
haps even the odd M, or unread message
button ~ assuming of course you stil have
unread mail from a previous session.

In addition, any internet mal, faxes, or
telexes you may hay d will also be
queued and ready. Al that remains is to it
the Online-now button and the software wil

Of course f you want o stay onine you
have the opton 1o pop into the ferminal pro-
gram and browse around, jon in on some on-
line chat or conferencing, soe what' on offer
in the shopping section, organise a plane
ticket — in short, take full advantage of the
truly huge number of options avaliable

in commercial cyber space. Ec

In short, an essential investment for

For further Compuserve account
information phone: 0272 255 111
Basic monthly membership $9.95.




RENDALE
GENLOCKS

DIRECT FROM THE MANUFACTURER

All our Genlocks feature: PRICES:
® Fade Amiga graphics Composite standard video Genlock:
® Crossfade between Amiga & Video Rendale 8802 FMC.. £169
® Amiga preview monitor facility z”Pzr ?/';ioGzenIOCk
® Amiga only, video only, overlay and P:irl‘i 2%1‘4883
keyhole modes Amiga 1200 Rarm:
® Full instruction manuals 2Mb...£129 4Mb...£189 8Mb...£329
® Designed and manufactured in Amiga 1200 2.5" IDE Hard Drives:
the UK [30Mbse £180 rdeli oo £200

Marcam Ltd, 62 Tenter Road, Moulton Park, Northampton NN3 6AX

Tel: 01604 790466 Fax: 01604 647403

-

HiQ Limited

Tel +44 (0)81 909 2092 Fax +44 (0)81 909 3885

' A1200 Hard Drive Sale !!

HiQ are offering Bare Hard Drives at unbeatable prices in 2.5" and 3.5" IDE and SCSI.
Please call for latest prices on these and other drives by phone or fax.

420mb - £159.95

A1200 Cable Pack £20, A1200 200w Power and Cable Pack £70, P&P £6
1! Free fitting for all personal callers !!!

Noad ZooSits? Sary, b we may
Hav bt e, s v 1. 311

e All Prices include Vat
u HiQ Ltd, 176 Kenton Lane, Harrow, Middx, HA3 8SU.
g Fax +44 (0)81 909 3885 Tel +44 (0)81 909 2092
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Uote of confidence

Ive noticed over the last few months that advertisments in certain computer
magazines for pomographic CDs have become very apparent. | find this steady
increase rather worrying. While we dabble with the very latest in technology
and software, it would appear that many people are simply interested in using it
to view naked womer

Now, | am not adverse o the female form but feel this kind of exploitation is
ust a ltle hard to swallow. Another rather disturbing ‘phenomena is the so-called Information

Highway. This would appear to be yet another chance for ‘pomophiles' to surf the cyberwave

and get yet more pom.

| must say | am glad you haven't accepted any advertising from these less reputable CD
suppliers and have treated the fikes of Cybersex with maturiy and responsibilty. | know that
sex sells everything; look at your local newsagent's shelves and nearly every magazine will
have 'Sex’, or words associated with this particular activity, plastered on it somewhere —

Bine 5 Losted Counopoliee mxd 2 opek ahikia have some smutty reference.

from this kind of material and
gel on wnn e o inhanc - hat ofproving s roacers i an nformatie ac. Keop up the

300 W

James Radclife, Surey

el frsty,thanks for the vl of confidance when it comes to our st on por.

e ous e boreaf 1 CD et o otr e ey ok o
discover at least one or two examples of what could be described as soft porn.
iowever, the vast majority are what are commonly known as swimsuit felly
Admittedly, even this kind of material is still exploitation, if perhaps no worse than the
sfforts of the Sun, Star and Sport.

Obviously | agree that porn in computer publications should be monitored closely,
but it's nevertheless very difficult to justify censoring this kind of material which is so
widely available elsewher

However, let's not get 100 high and mighty. The truth is that many men, both young
and old, enjoy a glimpse of a bit of naked flesh once in a while. Furthermore, this situa-
tion isn't purely a male preoccupation. Over the year Bon Conp e e
Bave saan 1 fae share cf comule pom festring both male and females,
me, nobody looks closer or laughs louder than the ladies in the

This perhaps points to the main difference between the aexss when It coms 1o
pormography. Women on the whole see male porn as a joke rather than a true tum-on.
Men and boys, unfortunately, are far more sugges that a degree of
restraint is called for.

I'm by no means endorsing wholesale censorship, which if taken to extremes can be
far more damaging than soft porn, but | do agree that the severity of material on CD
sties should be monitored. Having said that, | think your concern about the internet s
quite valid. Thanks to the knee-jerk reactions of the media, many have been left with the
\dea that computers are a problem. In fact that's not the case. The real problem ar
those who are exploiting the benefits of the global village and in tun the young. A
o miscancaplon i thatchlrn acroas he county e logolngonto th frat bulletin
5oard they come across and downloading

el number of hull: flaws. After -II‘ how many children have

modem,
-or mmu R et o the fow harc-core forelgn BBSs?
he simpl r, fow if any.

oo vt Tonitoring should be aimed towards those Individuals wh are importing
such material as a business and then selling it on at profit to young and old alike. The

A few points of view

feel | just had to wrte in reference 1o the.
Star Letter in issue 82 (January '95). No
atter how you look at It Soft Logik missed
weir launch date and released a hai-
Seushed program.

Despite how good PageStream 3 is
30ing to be, this, in my opinion is no
“xcuse for what they released in the first
ace. If people don't keep complaining,

aout release dates — and Soft Logik really”

took the mickey this time — this sort of
g ol Cori o raposn
, and was it Amiga Computing
s e they don't review unfinished
programs, or was it some other maga-
Zine? As Mr Atkin said in reply to the
aforementioned letter *I prefaced my
review with mention that..
1 read in your reply o the same letter
that Amiga Computing has an art editor

CEEEE

POSTBAG

that merits the title. Is this the same per-
son that writes the publishing section? If
not, how about asking him 1o give it a go?
Not that Ben Pointer isn't any good —

fact if it wasn't for him | might not have

ek ] e the dovign sote

ommodore International/Amiga
International makes it back Ino the big
time.

Anyway, leaving PageStream and art
editors aside, | hear that HIQ have a tower
casing for the A1200. How about a review,
iyl IR OO0 Gceabe
snough o yarart Bk o

ul Graham, el upon-Tyne

Bty otre peclaoty Flght o com
plain about the P: situation.
Bomaver, Wil ousious aepracei to
customer service isn't anything to do
with Amiga Computing, or indeed the.
original letter by Denny Atkin.

Denny’s letter was included simply to
explain his personal position and fur-
ther justify the stance taken during the
article.

As you mentioned, Amiga Computing
has refused, unlike many other maga-
resle SN e Taoris

been and still is the case. If

clearly flagged as a preview and not
review — there’s a big difference.
between the two.

When it comes to your request for a
publishing column hosted by our art
editor, I'm afraid there's no chance.
Unfortunately uncle Tym will be fully

oked for the next decade. However,

APRIL 1995

e I -




LETTERS

>

in the meantime I'm sure you'll be in
safe hands with our new writer
Frank Nord who has taken over
from Ben Pointer who, after three
worthy years with us, has deci-
ded o ratce from o e
columr

‘e for the Wia towee you
could be in luck. At the moment

this issue, if not, then i
next. Without actually trying the
tower it's impossible to comment on
specific

However, | understand that uniike the

anyone looking to upgrade their A1200.

Blinded by the light

Lightwave, Lightwave and more

Lightwave. Perhaps your magazine should

be called Lightwave Computing. I'm get-

ting just a little miffed with the constant

coverage the package is getting in your
es.

pag

I use Sculpt 4D and would like to see
‘some more coverage of this and other 3D
software. Between the Lightwave hype,
perhaps it would be possible to sip in a
couple of tutorials. I know Sculpt 4D is
hardly the cutting edge but it suits my
home needs ideal

Also, I'm a lttle mystified at reviews of
hardware costing over £5,000. I'm not
quite sure what the point is in relation to
myself and thousands of other amateurs

WTS caught out
@

‘something to say
through the pages of AC?
E:

and selecting the most interesting
for publication. Drop him a line at:

Ezra Surf's Postbag , Amiga Computing
Adlington Park, Macclesfield SK10 4NP

Please don't enclose saes as Ezra just
hasn't got enough paper to reply
personally. He might also have fo
your fetters,
be offended if you end up
getting the chop.

using the Amiga. Otherwise, your mag
is of a very high standard, dealing
with serious topics in a way that
the likes of Format and Amiga
Pro can only drea of
“This leter st a slagging off
but | would like to see more
artices that refer o the humble
home user who, | presume
are the main staple of your
readership.
B.J Hawkins, Rotterdam

ARl 1 get the strangest feeling you're

not particularly keen on Lightwave.

| know that Lightwave coverage may
not suit every reader, but our job is to
report on the latest and best in the
Amiga world.

Whether you like it or not, Lightwave
is one of the hottest items on the ma
ket and the degree of support for it
reflects that fact. Over several years of
computer journalism I've never
encountered a piece of software which
generates such interest from third-
party manufacturers and punters alike.

Amiga Computing was the first
European magazine to review the
package and has repeatedly been the
first with the growing band of add-ons.
We simply reflect the market which,
like it or not, is dominated by
Lightwave.

Unfortunately, Sculpt is at the other
end of the spectrum. As far as I'

r'm
aware it's no longer in production, it
has no current support and has an
almost non-existent user base. With
that in mind, do you really think a two-
page article would be better spent on
Sculpt rather than Lightwave?
However, to prove Lightwave hasn't
entirely overtaken the office you'll find
the second instalment of a 3D-specific
AmigaGuide column in this very issue.
Although Lightwave is mentioned,
this new element in the guide section
will cater for all the Amiga’s 3D plat-
forms. In addition, last month's
also boasted a CD dedicated entirely to
Imagine. Basically good old supply
and demand, it's literally that simple.

Hotel chain

With all the debate about the future of the
Amiga going on these days, here is a
cheerful note. | work for Forté, who as
you'e probably aware are a very big hotel
chain. I'm also involved with the Posthouse
group which have recenty installed a new
TV system entited Intelevision.

From this new service you can access
all your requirements on-screen, such
as billing, wake-up calls and 50 on. But
tha's not the news. The news is that the
system also boasts a graphics channel
which is used to display hotel faciities and
promoions.

Guess what | saw when they came to
install the system. Yes you got tl An Amiga

00/030 running Scala.

Now there are 61 Posthouses ir the UK
and they are all being installed with the
same system, each being linked via
modem 1o a central office from which all
the scripts are uploaded to all unit.

However, each hotel wil aiso be able to
adapt the software to include their own top-
ics relating to that specifc hotel. el now,
who's worried. | ain',

Michael Barkhoarder, Coventry

Just when | thought it would never hap-
pen, a good news story with the word
Amiga in it. Although it may be hard to
believe, the Amiga is widely used in
hotels, hospitals, airports and anywhere
PA information systems are employed.

‘The system you're describing is an
advanced derivative of Scala known as
InfoChannel, with the major difference
being that satellite systems can be
‘updated from a central control point.

Unfortunately, the bad news is that
Scala have now postponed any further
development after the next revision,
namely Scala 400. The reason of course
is nothing to do with the machine, but
rather the farcical financial aerobatics
of the corporate vultures who appear
content to endiessly circle the carcass
of what was the CBM empire.

Just a quick note 10 all victims of WTS L, and

other dublous mail order outfts. There is a light at

the end of the tunnel if you persevere with legal
them.

hmulmmwubmm

Without boring you with al the detais, in Aprl |
ortaced 8 gup of sotors based n Lvrpl
called Silverbeck & Rymer, who agreed o deal with
my claim against WTS
“This eventually led o a court hearing in Liverpool
last October, Judgement was

possidle.
1 would say that WTS Lid don't expect people o

nmmmmomlmmm

didn't have

leg to stand on, but they still disputed my ciaim

against them, ikdng | ok gt bored
‘and drop the action against them.

Please print thi letter, as it may give some peo-

ple hope, and may assure them that if they perse-

vere with action against a mail order company,

om-mmq

either via the Trading Standards or via a solcitor,
they will more than fikely be successul.
Colin Smith, Birmingham

As Mr Smith mentioned, | only hope

tory. However, it would be nice to end on a

If you've been an Ezra regular there's a
chance the entire Amiga m: communi
will appear as nothing more than a bunch of

As a result, Id like to set the record straight
end optuly put bt o . from o cornmion

LIRS

problem into
S S e R
or otherwise.

bvm.ry space s at a premium, 5o fet's b

simple. Just send

keep
your favourite suppliers, each with a o
ing between one and ten, five being an
cceptable

Amiga Computing
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£2095

SEND CHEQUEIPQ 0 OPTONICA LTD. 1 THE TERRAGE, HIGH STREET, LUTTERWORTH, LEIC
MORE DETAIL INC VA

INFO NEXUS NEW!

infoNexus is 4 ophistieaiediile management system with integra
network support ARNERBKoplaemn  (or bolh workberich and CLI
eatures a full On lINGMBIB System. As wel ashaving the abili
delete, renam@files ApfONexus allows you to view/near/launch ju
InfoNexus is simpIYthebestFlleiData manager on the market today!

DATANEXUS NEW!

{exi, music. anima
9 Unches-make it idea
any data storage and retrievalproject. Full visual print laygut and mail merge mak
DataNexus a must for your data.

SIMPATICA2+ VTL

Simpatica allows Amiga and 24 bit image sequences 1o be rende
frame by frame producing the same results as products cosiing over |
much, ie, smooth video playback at 25 {ramas per second. Simp:

sale, and improving, for over four years so you are guaranieco ALL AMIGAS 2 MEG RAMMN
Supplied with both hardware and tie Bonus program Video Timel. there is $09%AMIGA USER INT MAGAZINE
better choice for video professionals

the Am

o7 INTERPUAY . B, AL,

you 1o produce C

ommercial standard and wa:

50 no other Amiga authoring sy s ALL AMIGAS 4 MEG RAM + HARD DISK MIN : 8- 16 MEG REC
used to produce the three highly acclaimed tities below 90%AMIGA USER INT MAGAZINE

PANDORAS CD 93% CDTV USER GROUP NEWS

n bo achicved il
nal promolional tiicontaifing
atonal prodyiiato saRLRH
rt and sound librarfes, & Co32-COTV - AS70
i Technology 7% AMIGA FORMAT MAGAZINE
“&n 88%AMIGA USER INTERNATIONAL MAGAZINE

INSIGHI' TECHNOLOGY ELI
: E=g

Simply a must for any n & Conoad

SIGHTTechnalogy, avisny produced by SIEHIERSIEREEINING oy Comituders
gives a fascinating look at m 09y with pictures, animations, photos.
video, narration. text. music and sound effects, over 260 topics Il from the ball
point pen to the space shuttle

INSIGHT:DINOSAURS

INSIGHT:Dinosaurs is the secand in the INSIGHT series, a lavishly produced, highly
laimed tile, rich in meq Produced in association with the Natural Hist o
world's leading Dinosaur centres of excellence, you can
s is both technically t and produced 1o the most m GOTVEASI)
ures: DinoPaint, Dinadulz and DinoPuzsle BEORMAT GOLOAWARD
INSIGHT:Dinosaurs has had the best reviews of any CD32/CDTV reference title so "‘h.;w' i R
far (lowest mark 88%), see for yourself why ;

LE17 48, UK. OR TELEPHONE
PLEASE AD R P&P ON RDERS. DEALER ENGUIRIES WELCOME
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ix months ago, following
Commodore's failure o produce a
CD dive of their own for the A1200,
the independent developers stepped in with
the Zappo/Overdrive unit. This affordable
package not only allowed A1200 users to
use digital libraries, but it also gave them
access to CD32 games. No wonder,
therefore, that it met with instant success.
Considering these are troubled times for
the Amiga, the growing CD market has
proved itself to be relatively healthy, with
numerous new products being released on a

another CD drive to challenge the Zappo's
monopoly. Enter the twin speed SCSI
wonder from Power Computing.

To begin with appearances, the drive is
more modestly proportioned than some of

fic casing looks more than sturdy enough to
take the 0dd knock.

The CD drawer is the same as you'd
expect on a standard audio player, this
avoiding the irritation of messing with a
caddy, while the simple facia features a
headphone socket, a volume dial and the

In the pipeline

Power Computing have developed an internal version of the drive

for the A4000 which they hope to release in the near future. This
is a big step forward since thus far, those ultra-serious high-end
4000 users have been denied any recreational relaxation with
CD32 tites.

To our knowledge this will make it a unique product, The price
s yet to be finalised, but Power hope to bundle a SCSI controller
card and the drive together for a similar price to the AG00/1200
version here. For those with patience problems, it may be of inter-
est to know that Power are releasing a Quad-Speed drive for
faster access sometime in Mid-April. The price Is set for £299.

wer's CD gives you
Woearies.

Amiga Computing
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Power

For many months now the Eappo/Ouerdrive has
been the only choice fn/ RI200 users when it came
to [0-ROM. Now, Power (omputing have unveiled

a rival that can also be used by AGOD owners.
Lareth Lofthouse puts it through its paces

LED light to give you an idea of whether
your CD's working or not.
Turning to the back of the Power drive,

16-bit s0und on the disc. The two 50-way

peii o b e o i Ko
The necessary s been inclu-

ded o set your Y Sat s up. Instalation

scripts are established it's unlikely you'll
ever have to modify them

‘e Power drive is a ‘Hot Plug’ device,
which means it can be attached to or
detached from the computer harmiessly,
even when the machine is switched on. ‘Big
gdesr o ey Rey i i v
effort of having t reboot.

T

Access the iatest CD32.

releasos thanks
to'the. sotware

ncluded emulation
the Zappo s, of course, that abiliy to play
CD32 fities. It should be noted that with
both there are occasional compatibility
problems ~ particularly if a ttie uses CD32

Like the Zappo, R o ot only
boots your standard SO 9660 disks but it
can aiso play CDA2 titles thanks to the
emulation software included on the supplied
floppy disk.

DETECTION
An advantage over the other A1200 drive
is that the Power unit automatically detects

either run a game of go o the workbench of
its own accord.

PD software has also been included on
the disk and s being updated regularly:

an audio player allowing you o play music
and a PD imitation of the commercial back:
up tool called QuaterBack. A CD photo-
player s also availabo, though probably at
oxtra charge.

A major aftracon of bath this diive and

As has already been said, the SCS|
device comes bundled as part of the CD-
ROM package. However, Power offer the
stand-aloneSquirrel device separately,
and since it allows for much more than
the connection of a CD dive it merits a
closer look in ts own righ.

nym for Small Computer
System Interface, SCS! is a set of stan-

ataching them to a computer fitled with a
suitable SCS interface.

These devices allow you 1o connect up
to seven other SCS! peripherals 10 your
‘computer, whether they be hard disks,
DAT drives, CD-ROMs, scanners or
whatever. This is achieved by daisy
chaining the peripherals together, giving
‘each of them a defining identity number,




The die 5 nore motesty
proprtioned than some of
Fouer' pepherdls, but it retain the i

buld ouaty we've come to s
et

nardware directly, or makes assumptions
about the machine configuration,

A definitive comparison of which titles.
work on which machines is difficult since it
may vary depending on different machine
configurations. However, having tested 20
stes the hito-miss ratio seemed to be bet-
%o o the Power drive; in fact the only one
we couldn't get working one way or another
was Lotus Esprit, which is no great loss in
my opinion.

The package seemed to have no prob-
lems when used with an accelerator card.
When tested with Fast RAM, however, a
significant number of titles no longer
worked properly — a problem that we simi-
‘arly experienced with the Zappo. Finally,

we come o yet another advantage in
Power's hands. The Zappo is for A1200
users only, whereas this CD-ROM can be
used by A600 users as well - a fact that
should help 1o give the product a well
deserved boost in the market place.
Remenmber, however, that the AG00 can't
play CD32 garmes. pics

Uerdict

Power Computing have made a reputation for
themsalves when it comes to offering good
quality products at extremely competitive
prices. This CD drive is yet another product
worthy of acdiaim.
Solidy constructed and simple 1o use, its
lo and o cbs
immediately puts it on a par with the
Zappoloverdive. Power's product goes fur-
ther, however,in a number of important ways.
‘The software's abilty 1o automatically boot
CD32 titles is a clever development which
gives the system a tier feel, and the fact that
it supports ot plug’. helps make the diive as
simple in use as your average hf, which is
good news for ever
What kicks the Power package into anather
league s ts exceptional value for money: The
Zappo is an IDE drive, whereas for about the
same prce from Power you get a SCS drive
plus the invaluable SCS] interface ~ undoub-
edly a bargain even though there are some
teething problers with the SCS device pack-
age. The CD software has always been
cheap, and now the hardware is available at a
very affordable price with SCSI thrown in for
good measure.

The bottom line

Product: Power CD drive
(+5CS controller)
Price: £199
Supplier: Power Computing
Tel: 01234 273000

Ease of use
Implementation

sing SCS cables to oin each unit. Up unti

s simple-locking mechanism could
Rave quite an impact on how you use
your computer, Connection is very simple
25 it plugs directly it into the PCMIA siot on
e side of your Amiga; care must be taken
nowever since the internal pins are
wemely delicate.

When it comes to connecting up the
ripherals, using the interface with
e CD-ROM itself causes no problems
whatsoever. Unfortunately, this is s far as
2 casy ride goes because when it comes
% adding further SCSI units to the chain,
#ngs can become a ltl trickier,

The SCS! controller is supposed 10 be a
plug-and-play’ device, but frankly there's a
iee more involved. Hi-soft have devoled a
manual of over 60 pages to their stand-
sione Squirrel SCSI device, a fact alone
2t suggests the system isn't as straight-
forward as it might sound. Power's -

documentation, by
comparison, is far 100 thin in
its present form, and there are some
important gaps. It's vital, for example, that
each unit connected in the chain has an
individual ID number, yet the manual fails
to explain this issue. Such omissions are a
problem, which Power have already
promised to put right

It's a shame that what could be an
‘exceptionally useful piece of equipment is.

down by inadequate documentation.
The fact is that novices could have prob-
lems with advanced set-ups until
improvements are made in this area

X

Fortunately, the product is still being
finalised for release as we speak. With
the most important adition being an all-
important HD-Toolbox utility, which
should greatly simplyty the addition of
more devices. If Power can overcome
this small but important problem they'll
beontoa real winner.

The bottom line

Product: Power SCS] device
‘Supplier: Power Computing
Tel: 01234 273000
Price: £59.95

Ease of use
Implementa
Value for money.
Over

com~N

=
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EMPLANT
<586DXsu Emulation Module

speed
586X (FPU, MMU, and new jon set) emulation
you

Chicago! There is support for M

SVGA video modes (dependant on hardware, AGA or a

supported graphics card is required for VGA/SVGA) ,

sound,foystcks, lppy cives, hard dies, extended
memory, and m

Macintosh® Emulation Module

The ainiosh emlaon modul i  genrc Madtosh

a MAC llci
Support for up 1o 16 colours is provided for non-A
machines. A4000 owners can use a full 256 colours! Up
10 24 bit (16 millons) colours is supported using third
party video boards. Bult in muliple fle transfer allows for
quick and oasy between the Amig
omulation. Supportfor AmigaDOS dovices, Scannars, CD
FOM, MIDI, SyQuest romovable dives, Prinors, Modoms
Full storeo sound s supported tool Requires

Macintosh ROMs (not supplied).

The possibilties with a multi-platiorm machine are

ondless. Now you can tako advantago of a whole host of
oat software proviously unavailable, and us x
compliment each other. By upgrading your Amiga (extra
tor processor, elc) you instantly upgrade your
‘emulation tool All major grapfics cards are supporta
improved video performance such as: CyberGraphics,
Picasso I, poctrum, Vivid-24, Rainbow I, R

11l Visiona Paint, Meriin, Retina, Retina Z3, Piccolo,
PlocoloSD64, EGS110724, and OpalVision!

tar th excusive European distributors for
mmm’&n”mm e provide  u echnical support

fiware upgrades to all offcial UK
boards. Chock be

EMPLANT BASIC c209.95
EMPLANT OFTION A (AppeTalk pots) E
EMPLANT OPTION B (SCS)
EMPLANT DELUXE

#5060 Xou MODULE

PICASSO 11

PICASSO Il is the eading graphics card on the Amiga.
lers unalod upportand etagtal gapics o ay
Zorro based Amiga. W h emulation offers 256
colous, ven on noAGA machine (emies 053 at
fesolutions up 10 1600x1280, Supports HiColour (16 bi)
T Cotoor (24 ) i 16 ko s

£11995

There is no longer a Chip RAM limitation and screen
configuration s provided through PicassoModo, which
allows the creation of custom scroens quickly and simply.

PABLO is the new Video Encoder opiion for Picasso I,
‘expanding it with two additor

hee 16Kz overions proosion nd s svpped i
cables/adapters, Animation examples and a 24 bit
animation player

£293.95

PICASSO Il 2MB
PABLO VIDEO ENCODER £120.95

A

Many of the latest software requires the latest operating
ystam. Now o can porad o KIskStr 31 for il

any Amiga. ines can delver a 256 colour
Workbench with 0531 and Picaseo .

053.1 FOR AMIGA 500 OR 2000 £84.95
0531 FOR AMIGA 1200, 3000 OR 4000 £94.95

o st e, A rcte 7t e 35 oot e ke e

CSI modulo has the same specification s the SCSI

s
Interface on the /O module.

ARIADNE

Ever wanted 1 set up a network but boen affaid of the
complnty iived? Now hre i  snpl bt fecie
Inaddton, Afadna

imodore:

port, 32K cache to support the CPU and fll manuals.

You can ook up adioral ATiga' 0t paral pors
with Lian

ARIADNE 199,91

LIANA

Lana s the deal soluton for o ik ey yot dfciont
Gonnection between o Amiga's.

eady 1o go. Now you can share
o emal Budge T sotars suppied § ENV

LiANA

PICCOLO SD64

The Piccolo SD84 graphics board is a state of the art
Zoro I auto-sensing) graphis card itha buit in
miga video pass-through and expansion port for
o ain e s oo ancode)
Using the latest 64 bit Alp ocessor, 64 bit
ittr and fat Zoro l intaiacs, credil 240t speeds
are achieved,
Plccolo SD64 comes with the atest EGS systom and 24-
bit paint package as well as loaders/savers for many
common packages and a siideshow prograr
Workonch amuatn i ko g of th package
board is avalable as a 2Mb or 4Mb system, with no
o P et
“The maximum pixel clock is 110 MHz and user definable
resolutions to 1600x1280 are achiovable.
™ oard can display a maximum of BOX600 i ful
24 bit colour, whist the 2Mb board can display 1024x768
(ineriace)
PICCOLO D84 2Mb £200.95
'COLO 5064 aMb.

WE HAVE MOVED.

We can now arrange
demonstration of any product at
our new premises. All

fone b .

Crborstorm 080 5o
CyberStorm 23 SCS1 mocule

Crbrsion 10 module 349.95
Cyberstorm upgrade 040 10 060 399.95
CyberVision 2Mb £209.95

PhotoWorX & FolioWorX
Photowanksoftvar 0 020 oo

format, save, mage proc san9s
FolloWorX playor for ProtocD and Pl

o Ariga and CO32 vosons fspoch)  £30.95

Blittersoft
6 Drakes Mews, Crownhill,
Mllton Keynes. MK8 OER
908

Fax

885 (24 Hour)

Order by oosssVa/Dota/Swich
order(Cheque

crangowhout o, A prces

ot pacotor e

Y
only so please call first.

ncu VAT
ke e g iy oy o
"TRADE ENQUIRIES WELGOME. EAOE

a0 plesut @ compulnk o

—
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FPublishers Know the —
internet means big —|
business, 50 there’s an —|
abundance of titles —|
available on the subject. —
Lareth lofthouse and —|
HAdam Fhillips select titles —
worthy of a place on your —|
booksshelf - and warn you —|
about the odd rip off in —
the process

fFor

and an index, even the absolute newcomer
will 5000 be sinking their Net-virgin teeth
into the juicy offerings available at the mere
clicking of a few keys.

Liberally sprinkled throughout the book
are various humorous ads and excerpts
from conversations or stories held on the
Net. They can make interesting reading
‘while looking at al the forums on offer

the beginner, getting around the
Internet itself will require either a great deal
of patience or an investment in a reference-
cumtutorial book. Despite this, the direct-
ory does give its own brief analysis of
Usenet and how to access newsgroups that
contain large stockpiles of information, pic-
tures and sounds

AL£22.95, s hard to fault such an excel-
lent reference book. With its simple, easy-
to-read style, the Intemet Golden Directory
(second edition) is an essential buy for any
so-called cybersurfer. If you're buying
modem, they should provide this book with
each unit sold as standard.

EWLQEI NIIEETlII\‘

With over 30 million users and enough

Directory lands on one's desk with a
‘esounding thump. Like the Yellow Pages,
s excellent tome (812 pages in all lists a

Verdict - If you
have a modem
and want to dip

Hahn and Stout

whole series of topics and where 1o find
#hem, giving their Net addresses.

There are 5,000 areas to cruise round,
covering a vast array of topics and subjects
for nearly any interest. Computers, poliics,
romance, drama, drugs and home mainte-
nance are just a small sample of the
averse subjects offered.

Laid out alphabetically with clear fistings -

idea superbly
executed.

Hnumledge

[00xs IR

INTERNS: -
BASICS '3‘{“?7

) R
B

Interne ]3]

Reference guides like the Golden

youllfind elsewhere.
It's good to see the book provides for
the Amiga as well as the PC and Mac, an
the coverage devoted 1o the different UK
providers is very handy indeed. Otherwise
there's the standard brand of information
covering tools, resources and services,
plus an interesting discussion of some of
the problems behind the hype surrounding
the internet. The author also looks at

A minor complaint would be that it costs
almost as much as the usual Net books,
but owing 1o the smaller range of faciities
in the UK it is relatively siim in content
Despite this, s well worth a look for any-
‘one fed up of hearing about the topic from
the American angle.

Author: Verdict - This
Ivan Pope is notideally a
standalone book,
Computer but it could make
Manuals avery useful
supplement to
01217066000  some of the other
tites available.
£10.95

a Compu
APRIL 1995
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The Information
Superhighway

Call it the information superhighway, the
nfobain, the infopike or the information net-
one thing is clear: Technological inno-

Nekraly o bock decumsos the intemet, but
jectis placed in a wider coniext which
mciudcs interaciive TV, cable and educatio-
nalsi
egmmr\g 3 with an explanaton of wha is
actually meant by th
term information super-

actually is and where it

hould be headin
Microsofts Bil Gates, for
example, is keen to move.
in on the IS by introduc-
ing the type of user-
friendly software that has
been the company's
rademark

Government bodies, on the other hand,
have a wider vision. US Vice President Al
Gore, in particular, has shown a high level of
interest by promoting a technology infra-
structure that could give schoolchildren and
business professionals unprecedented com-
petitive advantages in the global market-

place.
Ui e o et seclore of

e for

(i.e. monitor, CPU, keyboard) is surely
unnecessary for anyone likely to read this
book.

Overall, however, its an interesting book,
to dip into with some valuable insights on
what is undoubledly a new technological
horizon

h Verdict
Poter Otte. credible account
Supplier: of the growing
Computer infobahn and its

Manua\s significance for
hone: | the future.

083 706 0000 | Rachmvmandedior

Price: anyone interested
£18.49 in this field

oue

 62]

INFORMATION
SUPERHIGHWAY

BEYOND THE INTERNET

a Computing

APRIL 1995

THE WHOLE

INTERNET

professior
s business people, The Wnote
'

“The lay-out and style of the book is
instantly -opsnnn
in a no-nor 3
ntonnaion being mgmmm-a by bullet
points, and diagrams and on-screen exam-
ples are used to reinforce the reader’s
understanding.

USER's GUIDE & CATALOG

 his has the most

Ofthe P
deﬂnmve appwlch for the reader who o s,

56 the Net to ts full pofeniial — Wil
saumg oty nodcton o how 12 6 19 [0 where to go on I, This
the intemet works, there's material on a exceptional h; dth,
ting started with uniike other fities
FTP, using e-m: reviewed this has not
and dealing with Authon fordict - made it superficial in

bt gk o EdKrol Serious butvery | s approach
Sl Swwlen | comybueod Marketed justfably
like Gopher and OReily & the same time. If as a bible for the
Associates. you're only going internet users, if you
¢ ol 1obuyonebook really want to get
inainditin) the 01264 342832 on the subject down to brass tacks

author has also
- co: onmakesure | then Whole
Lsrrmtmertond £1850 tisisit temet is seriously
ecommended

The Net can be a very sombre, serious place 10
find yourself. A place populated by eggheads
posting their papers, where weighty issues are
discussed and theses are advanced. A place 1o
be avoided unless work absolutely demands you
getinvolved.

Believe it or not, however, there are some
strange and interesting locations out there f you
K ore

s
and though the guide is in a light vein, there's
plenty of step-by-step screenshots to guide
readers on their way

Technological limitations mean that games on
the Net have to be rather basic in the graphics
department. However, chapters on MUD and NEWTREK introduce you to the
unique pleasures of mult-player gaming in

cyberspace.

Author: erdict - Awel
Tt ook i oorta k|| iy Edy | ok
oSk sota oA Tp0e o Supplier.  thatsfuntodip
areas of the Net, such as the sex news- ol (A
groups. Among the innocent stuff there's Cribine syl

topic areas like bestiality, so the easily o,

must-buy for the recreational surler.




e to

Author: ot
Nancy Tamosaitis  Nubies beware |
or: This s the type SR ]
Computer of ip offto be
Manuals avoided.
Tl
0121706 6000
Price:
5,99

When a subject like the intermet gets so much hype,
only natural f enterprising pocpl try to make a
buck out of it. Congratulations 1o ZD press,
en, for producing Cash-in Product of the Month |
Leam how 1o talk the talk of the on-ine revolu-
' says the cover, designed to look ike a cheery
frase book for cyber-spea. f this is what the on-
revolution is about, | for one am bailing out now.
“The so-called language of the Net takes the form of either twee acronyms of the iitatin-
9 named emoticons. For example, [:=) means an older smiley listening to Walkman radio.
If you came across someone on-line who
ks this Sort of thing s either useful or amus-

Today most people are primarily m; suww common sense would have you
receiers of infamation through L
e alactonic medi, in the next derade wel
2h transmit more information ouer the same

oy
oy g o 1 i s ot 1

as your average novel. Somehow | don't think
its worth it

Vice President Al Gore

A strange one, this. lilustrated from front  instant appeal to
to back with colourful pictures and Idren.
diagrams, it looks more like a human
biology book for children than a be-all
end-all guide to the Net.

The book cover says it will show the
on-line phenomenon as seen from
Cyberspace. This claim, of course, is
meaningless; what we actually get is a
guide that attempts to cover the subject
from every angle, from how the transfer

ofbesis Work tolthe tdtiie o ha

Unfortunately,
most  would
quickly become

and only resultin hurt foelings,
of an oddly patronising approach.

It's good to see a book on the topic
with a bright and cheerful appearance,
especially after ploughing through the
grey listings of the average Net directory.
Tcan't help feeling, however, that the idea
would have worked better if the authors
hadn't sought to take 50 much on board.

encugh to make me confident about
Dlag:ams 90 e e e
10 absorb, but they should be u

i ere & kgt vt

Verdict - A
strange it that

Author:
Joshua Eddings
Supplier:

Computer
Manuals

0121706 6000
Price:

overview if used
For instance, the cartoon characters with other guides.
and the fact that picture content out-

weighs text could give the book an

£23

BOOKS

Internet Basits

The likes of the Golden Directory are all very
well but learming how 1o find your way round

'e monster network from cyberspace can be.
a tad daunting for the newcomer. The ideal
soluton is to splash out on a reference book
that can take you by the hand and lead you
through the workings of the net. Internet
Basics is one such book.

As pointed out by many a seasoned cyber

computer siraght away! But

the firstsight of the book may have you pray.

ing for the day when everything s icon driven

(t wil happen, don't wory),intal misgivings.
can be deceplive.

Internet Basics takes you
from the very beginning,
detaiing the ground rules for
understanding the network,
and on the way through the
494 pages it ilustrates and
amuses o that you get the
most from your travels
through the electronic worid
Whie the style of witing may
appear dry in
instances, it isn't like some
horrendously technical man

1 on the inside workings of

you may have seen bouncing
round the pages of the computer mags
recently. World Wide Web, bulletin boards
and gophers are given a clear breakdown

nd more obscure but equally essential
areas such as Finger (helps to find out who

particular file) and more are explained in

tai

The actual book is spiit into a series of
chapters breaking down the process of con-
necting, searching and downloading anything
you may need in the Interet. From the diffr-
ent ways of connecting to the Internet and
using electronic mail o the intricacies of neti-
quette, f you need i it there in the book.

Despite a rather serious looking cover,

Internet Basics is a surprisingly easy read
and obviously written by two writers who
know their gophers from their FTPs.
Recommended.

Author: Verdict - A
Lambert & Howe  reference book
Supplier: for Internet is
Computer essential and this
Manuals is  good example
Telephone:  of one that s easy

tofol
palatably writen.
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25" Hard Drives
UK MAINLAND with A1200 installation kit
DELIVERY TARIFFS | Rt
LI T |

d Next Day (week days) for fung 257 anwes € roqrd
BN So.caie 35° IDE Hard Drives
with AI200 instllation kit

_PREMIER Ink
Refiilz

Sar €100 caver

i (e e 530 s 49 P Surch tx
1000 “Sheers s e fobiond
2000 7 Seands (Onversl)
100 r




AS00 Plus | Mb
£34.99

A500 | Mb RAM (with clock)
39.99

RAM

A4000 etc)

M (fo

NEW LOW BRICE! €
New LOW PRce £ 26599

45710326 Keyboard controler

AMIGA \200 RAM
PRIMA CO-PRO & RAM

AMIGA REPAIR
CENTRE

ion a1 our Amigs or s

el 0113 2319444

m fu:blArh-d ame in compucer

Rocgen

Rocgen Rockey

NEW PRODUCTS

NEW PRIMA RANGE of
External SCSI peripherals
shortley (or now)available
PRIMA external Hard Drives
PRIMA Tape Streamer
PRIMA CD ROM (see page |)
PRIMA Removable Hard Drives
PRIMA Floptical drives
Plesse phone for declls and prices

£99.99
saron s (2309
EPSON G500 Colour Fiatbed
only £569.99. o e mion et
Scanner S/W

9

MICE & TRACKERBALLS

Zydec Trackball only £29.99
Alfa Data Crystal Trackbal
£34.99

Plus

only £164.99

New Rendale 9402only £299.99)

only £164.99

MONITORS

NEW! Philips 8833 MK2

T o St coour e s back.Seilr

ik and Swwol Sa0d
' you pachas wih o

Autoscan 1438
51538 K 8 ot

Microvitec

now only £295.99
Froa bl for A00O

"N bl 49 i
AKF 52" Multisync
only £229.99

ACCELERATORS

VIPERI 68030 TURBO  £13499
48030 scceleraor_running ¢
o o i
riee"* Gptiom SCst 4
ADDITIONAL RAM FOR
) VIPER BOARDS
Mib SIMM RS ]
95.99)
£149.99
NEW LOW PRICE! £284.95)
RA 28

CCELERATOR
for the ASOD/AS00+& A1500/2000

how only £17.99 o £2499

€ kybosrd swichabl verson

T

T METRE AMGA PRNTER LeAD

FIODEM AND NULL MODEM CABLES
AHIGA CONTROL STATIONS

AU dks s 1008 e fee garised
New High densy 35 inch bk and branded
Please phone for best prices!

£32499 | (36599

6d s coms comics |
B %

Disk Labels

1000 2539

SOFTWARE
BUSINESS

NEW! PRIMA CD-ROM V

_MISCELLANEOUS
MUSIC/SOUND

‘FKOGRAMMING
HJBLIC DOMAN 7op 30 oy
e iy e (T B
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Blacls scenes
TI—

As a relative newcomer to the
Amiga, more specifically the
0, | must admit that | am
R oing Lnel VKR

s povw
ok b B
callection made up mostly of serious Soft-
ware, one of which, VistaL e, is the cause

of thiz etter.

VistaLite is a wonderful plece of soft-
ware which | find extremely easy to use
while providing me with excellent land-
scapes. The problem is, my A1200 is
ipable of 256 colours due 10 the AGA
chipset, yet when | render a script in 256
colour via VistaLte the rendered images
are black

When | try rendering the same scene
with less colours the scene is fine, but no

s package | was wondetn) I you coud
hed some g myvay?

0. oth, Warmngton

L cuious cha and siouon

v ocaed the fat, |

] el why the problem

Your VistaLite problem is a

B i program
correctly you will need to set the LockP

will probably be aware of this already
as it is locking the palette in 256 colour
that causes the black screen. When the
palette is unlocked the correct palette
s shown. However, this is no good as
each frame will have a separate palett.

1f you switch the Show Render option
on you will notice that the 256 colour
picture is rendered accurately
LockP on. When the palette is finally
‘worked out it suddenly turns bl

s a bug. It may be worthwhile learning
the hard way and actually creating your
own Vanims by actually rendering

s e dan v
palettes will always be the s
Soite provided are itersaing bt il

When using the LockP function to
olour Vanima in
VietaL e the patette turme lack

IF you've got an Amiga- —
related query, whether —
hardware, software or —
anyware, take it to ALAS
for an instant solution

(linging drawers

¥, At present | own an A00 but am

./ hoping to upgrade to an A1200

very soon. | am interested in getting

into DOS and Workbench but the floppy
system | currently have s 100 siow,

get an error message reading;

rechnicaL IS

Seror while renving VT: (202 obect fs in use

Neadless to say the drawers are ot delet-
ed. Any help you could offer would be
greatly appreciated.

B. Harding, Northampton

You would be surprised at how
many people get stumped by
this one. Some programs, when
installed on hard drive o floppy disk,
maka what i cale an Asegn -you may
already be familiar with this command.

'When an ssogn I8 med 1o # crawer
that drawer cannot be deleted until the
assign is removed. You can do this in
two ways. You can remove the assign by
selecting Execute Command... from the
Workbench menus and typing in the fol-
fowing, using your example:

€

sssign VT2 renoee

Imagine that

m makir

[

The key to placing maps accurately on
top of each other is the Transformation
requester. Using this requester, place the

first map and jot down its position, size and

orientation. When you come to do the second

This will remove the assign from the
‘system and you will be able to delete the
drawer. However, it Is likely that the
assign is in your User-Startup file in the
S directory. Type in the Shell, ed s:user-
startup and ook for the ine in the file
that reads Assign VT: (your directory).
Delete this and then save the User-
Startup file by pressing Esc, x and then
Return. This should cure the problem.

lser notes

¥ Afthough there are many benefis

of owning a hard drive, mine is

full with jurk which | can't delete

because | don't know which programs they
belong to

My LIBS directory has aimost 150 fies

and I'm sure most of them are simply

>

brush, open up the Transformation requester

again and copy the first
maps will now be pos

ordinates into it. Your
joned accurately on top

of each other.

Athough
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have a problem? Do you sometimes
| find Joursel poised over your Amiga with
axe in hand, spouting profanity at the stub-
born refusal of your Amiga software or
hardware to behave properly
Well, calm down and swap the axe for pen
and paper, jot down your problems, along

with a thorough description of your Amiga

setup, and send it off to Amiga Computing Advice Service, IDG
Media, Media House, Adiington Park, Macclesfield SK10 4NP.

T

Slow tasks

As wo are all aware,

eSS e Attough  couk nvertealy o the advantage o yiey

the Amiga from other

i ity wher

 par

, itis comr six

loaded at once — many

When d wumuq my Amiga

and Workbench

Full. This will provide you with a
rent

Whan programs re launched the processcr of your Amiga gi

one a priority. Many programs allow you to

4 from -127 t0 128. In order to slow or speed up p the taaka you will need o
aierthle priory. The it thing to do

of all the current running tasks and their cur-

ori ‘down the number of the process that is taking processor time

01 normally the highest setting. In the Shell, type in the following:

this from happening?
T. Reynolds, Liverpool

s each
t this value which ranges

n the Shell and type in Status

[ O s e,
Avoid mutitasking slow-down by reducing th.
riority of power-hungry programs

>
wasting space. As | understand it, the.
Amiga has the abilty to read and write
notes 1o a file 5o that users can tell which
file a particular library is connected to.

Is there a way 10 add notes o a file?
This would really help me to tidy up my
hard dri

K. Lowis, Newcastle

7\ Notes, or filenotes as they
¥ are correctly known, can be

¥ added to all types of Amiga
files, but as to their u
owners don't bother with them. They
e vty W scon weers off.

There are two reasons for this. There
are 50 many associated DOS and sys.
tem files that to label all of them would
be impossible. The second problem is
that many library files are used by sev-
eral programs so, linking them o one is
rather pointless.

You can add your own filenotes to
programs by opening up the Shell and

changetastri (e priority) process process maaber)

Keep the range of task priorities between -5 and 5. Go any higher than this and
the Amiga operating system may slow considerably.

typing in the following: had produced a DOS help program.
as understanding the programs is a time-
consuming process.

the moment | am stuck on the DOS
command Bru. When I try to launch this;
program from Shell al | get is a requester
which reads **Stack Overflow* bru. | have:
heard that Bru is some kind of hard drive:
backup program which is fairly powerful

Am | right as | would fike to use it?
P. Read, Bath

at CHilenste

To read any file notes type in the Shell:
st (ath)

‘This will produce a list of the files in that

directory in the order (Filename)

(Length) (Flags) (Date created) (Time
created) (Filenote).

D0S backsups

As an A1200 owner | am currently

G \ou ue comesi —Bri s g
) DOS hard drive backup system.
1t is a compl which
requires more extensive explanation.
than | can afford here.

Bolean or NOT

learning about Amiga DOS which |
feel is important f | want to get the
most from my computer. | wish Commodore

fj\ The Installer guide in

K J very helpful mwmm

ulqvbn wise o ‘functions on’

numbers o varisles? | am thirking of wing an.
‘game and this would prove useful.

B. Davies, Prestatyn

< exprt or expr2
or integer
that sounds interesting!

The following commands
@:\ use Bolean algebra in your scripts. EXpr,
variables.

‘Amiga Computing was

anyway Bolean

Instaler caters

A game in installer - now that's

an intoresting idea.
“caters for everything - oven Bolean algebra

Amiga Computing

APRIL 1995

What | will how you example
script files that will allow you to perform
a full hard drive backup and restore
using Bru. The examples below show.
how to estimate the amount of disks|
needed for the backup, perform the.
backup and perform the restore:

Check how many disks will be needed

ot 00 0 Lrg st 4 st
L count

o S

Backup the hard drive path

Stack 5000 ; a Lar
@) ; i i
Bru e craates &

Restore data to a hard drive path

e 00 3 o o i
i e o
fron the

e} it e drive
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Amiga Frame Grabbing has | Z==
just taken a Fall... in Price, S5
but definitely not on quality!

The revolutionary new ProGrab™ 24RT with Teletext is not only the best way
to get crisp colour video images into your Amiga, it actually costs less than
any of its rivals. Whilst this real time 24-Bit colour frame grabber/digitiser has
Slashed the price of image grabbing on the Amiga, it hasnt been at the
expense of quality. Indeed, ProGrab™ has been bestowed the Amiga Format

Gold Award and received many rave reviews for its ease of use and
excellent quality results.

With ProGrab™ you needn't be an expert in
Amiga Video Technology either. Simple 3 stage
your camcorde . 3 operation ensures the right results

Country: Iy Real Time, after time.

Watch
on One STAGE 1...

Select any video source with composite output. This could be
your camcorder, TV with SCART oLiput, satelite receiver,
domestic VCR/player or standard TV signal passing through
your VCR/player... the choice is yours.

AT outpu

STAGE 2.
Using the ProGrab™ software, select an image you wish to capture in
e grabs a frame

eg a

the on screen preview window (because the harc

in real time, there’s no need for a stil frame facility on the source
™ even includes a Teletext viewing/capturing
facity from either TV or satelite source devices, Once grabbed, simply.
download the image to your Amiga for full screen viewing.

Grab TV or vides

For just £129.95
o e it STAGE 3.
Use the saved image in your favourite Amiga word processing, desktop publishing

or graphics software packages.

ProGRAR

ProGrab™ really does make
it that simplel

+ ProGrab™ 24T Digtser

vl Connecting Cable
s e supply Unit

+ optona PowCA
ey 2995 | ven better performance using ProGrab™
o e A G o Version 2.0 upgraded software.
« Optons Vs Connecon Lead only €4.95  Cotpoms WL o O DTV ,
oo v 0k FREE with all new ProGrab™ orders and avaiable
o al exiting users s  sotware upgrade.
To get your hands on ProGrab™,
gt vl 0 MM Tnialss Surname:

call our sales line on.

01 773 836781 i‘l“‘“’“‘z

County (County Poscade
or Post/FAX your requirements on ky(Crmr) e
the order form provided ! oy e Encin Phnc:
P s :
i Opionsl POMICIA Inrfc @ £2935i,pp_:_ . php lsetickhere ||
" Opiona SV Connector @ 5435 o€, &P £ (o hokdr’s sgnatare:
Sl sl PAST Conler SerieDelery. €195 Ok e
<o | (e Cusos e o P ) [
the UK's favourite Amiga Dealer | CardYe: B A
Gordon Hurwood  Computers Lt l‘l-.‘pinlh Dept:aco
New St A, Detytie DESS . |
ek 01 7 56781 Fusinil: 01 73 o0 | Chemeenk _—



D and SHAREWARE

The best things in life can indeed
be free. At least, that's what
[Dave (usick tells himself whenever

he makses a visit to the bank

hile the Amiga’s long-term future

the grass roots level the machine is very
much alive as a bumper crop of PD
produce confirms.

Worthy of mention but unable to be
squeezed into these packed pages this

83
83
32
]

could make an appearance over the next
few months), a promising demo of a
Doom cne, e migiisios For now
though, feast your eager eyes on this
s ot tempting treats.

[uIt v I]uirle

roduced by: vz
Avalasi o 17 8 Seers
isk No. 350:

In which episode of Red Dwarf did the crew.
visit a planet created by Rimmer's imagina-
tion? Actually, this colossal Amigaguide file

that's about the only
mary of plots and programmes from across
the comedy, science fiction, adventure,

T an alen i

Classic biasting fun
with the Insectoids
from Outer Space

APRIL 1995

L und of the load characters
it yous tevourte eul stence ficion soies

animation and horror genres. Find out which
edition of Monty Python's Flying Circus fea-
tured the infamous ‘Nudge nudge, wink wink
sketch, or what happened in episode 27 of
Thunderbirds, or the original broadeast date
of part 53 of Blake's 7. And hurrah! Even
Automanis included, a series from 1984 that
loads of my mates have claimed was merely
a figment of my imagination.

Utimately pointiess but nevertheless quite
teed 1o settle (or

Guide will appeal 1o television devotees

Insectoids from
Outer Space

Programmed by: Mark Sibly
Available from: Your Choice

Whie at first glance Insectoids may appear

Predictably, you control a small ship which
must take on wave after wave of alien

invaders. Fortunately for once you are not
limited to simply blasting them, since you
also have a tractor beam at your disposal.

Soulksitchen

Produced by: Silents Denmark
Available from: 17 Bit Software
Disk Nos 3510A/8

Opening with a marvellous 3D
sequence where the view follows a
spaceship flying through a tunnel

complex, Soulkitchen immediately
distinguishes itself as one of the best
demos to appear for some time.
Tuneful and slightly offbeat music
accompany some impressive dis-
plays, such as spinning dotty toruses

and an excellent kaleidoscope effes
in addition to some rippling pictures,
there is also a ‘Gouraud Morph
whereby a rotating gouraud-shaded
object constantly changes shape.
assuming at different times forms as
diverse as a wine glass and a space
shuttle

‘Admittedly the whole thing doesn't
last a terribly long time, but for firm
bellevers in quality and not quantity.
Soulkitchen should be well worth a
look. We await the sequel, apparently
to be called Fruitkitchen, with bated
breath.

When you activate this you can pullthe nas:
ties in, and thereafter until the end of the
stage they will it alongside your ship, firing
at their former buddies whenever you do.
This new twist makes for plenty of addictive!
mass destruction.

That's not all that's new, however. Every
now and then instead of a simple alien-blast
ing stage there will be an asteroid field o
navigate or a mother ship to dock with
While these stages are not in themselves.
spectacular, they do make a welcome!
change.

Allin all, Insectoids s an attractively pre-
sented game with plenty of addictiveness
that should ensue it appeals 10 arcade fans.

—

Eannon

Produced by: Bignonia
Avaiable from: 17 Bit Software
Disk No. 3518

Another in a long line of 8-bit hits conver-
ted for the Amiga, Zaxxon boasts genine
C64 quality graphics and the s
incredibly frustrating gameplay of the orig:
inal. | remember despising this lite num:
ber because | never felt entirely comfort-
able with the slightly confusing control
method

For those unfamiliar with Zaxxon, it is
your task to guide a small spaceship
through a scrolling isometric 3D land:
scape, dodging missiles, shooting guny
emplacements and 50 o along the way.

Unfortunately, the slightly unconven-
tional viewpoint meant that the biggest
problem | always found was judging the
height of certain obstacles above ground
level. Consequently, | would generally
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Stereuﬁmnir
Pro 't2 Demo

Programmed by: Timothy Eckel
Available from: Your Choice
Disk No. GR164

e uni recantly | would have incluced
myself in that bracket. Then suddenly one

position the ship at exactly the right height
ﬂy directly into things, whereupon the
‘would be retumed 10 the start of the
mem level ~ sometimes a long way

TS, for those who wers s enough
avoid dying 50 regularly, 8-bit Zaxxon
was an enjoyable challenge. The only
auestion is whether, after all this time, it
il stil seom as much fun.

&
=

those .bit days with this
entical Amiga version of Zaxxon

Storeoscopi

day | gave it another go and, as if by magic,
rked. | no longer felt excluded, rejected

currently being charged for siim volumes of
the things, this DIY package could be just
what your wallet needs. A WB2.04+
machine is al thats required before you ca
get up and running, but a printer definitely
helps as 1 found the images a lot easier to
60 0n paper than on a monitor screen.
While this is only a demo version (the real
thing will cost a hefty $30 direct from
the American author) it sil allows you to
create and print some decent stereograms
which you can casually ot abou the living
o0m when some particularly tedious and
unconversational guests drop .

[omms Guide

Produced by: Paul Moore
Available from: Roberta Smith DTP.
Disk No. UC117

These two disks offer invaluable advice and assis-
tance to help beginners successlull break ito the ar-
gon-filed world of comms. Both come in the form of
large Amigaguide fles.

Guide covers topics as diverse as deciding
what modem to purchase, logging on for the first time,
and archiving and dearchiving files. It tackies a whole
range of subjects n a friendly and informative manner.
Some topics also have pictures attached, for example,
1o help ilustrate recommended software. The helpful

APRIL 1995

The nerve centre of
opic Pro

PD and SHAREWARE |

[alling all PD libraries.

.and individuals with absolutely any pro-
gram, whatever its purpose, which you con-
sider worthy of review. Whether it will be
fable public domain, shareware
or icenceware, i it of sufficent qually to
coverage then stick it in a jfy bag or
padded envelope and send it in with all
haste. | promise Il at least look at your
work. Please clearly label the disk, and
include a cover leter supplying a description
ofthe disk contents and some basic nsiruc-
. tions. The address to send the disks o s

Dave Cusick
PD submissions
Amiga Computing
Media House
Adilington Park
Macclesfield SK10 4NP

MP Lottery 't1

Programmed by: Michael Pratt
Available from: Michael Pratt

If things carry on this way, before long there
could be a regular Public Sector feature
along the lines of ‘Sure-fire National Lottery.

Can you see the 30

glossary alone makes this disk an essential for the
‘eager would-be comms buff

‘The Guide To The Interet is less general but no
less interesting. It includes, among many other things,
details of how 1o contact Bill Cinton and what different

‘smilies’ ~those :-) s ~ mean
twoen them these disks offer a wealth of invalu-
able information wh id go a long way towards

de-mystilying the iniialy baffing comms scene.




PD and SHAREWARE

prediction program of the month’. There is, of
course, the fact that i s of people get hold
of a good program of this kind, any jackpot
won with s help would be spit between hun-
dreds or thousands of people. Anyway, for
regular lottery entrants who haven't had a
great deal of success, | suppose it could be
worth a ty.

MP Lottery stood out from this month's
batch of programs for its attractive presena

quenty occurting numbers
averages those that have escaped ought to
come up soor

WP Lotiery s avaliabl direty from the
author and since it costs just £1, should be
well worth the investment for any ottery

lover.

The frt of Richard
Bateman

juced by: Brian Switzer
Avallable from: Blue Rose PD

Richard Bateman is, it would seem, a fine
wiife artst whose work is presented here in
the form of a two-disk slideshow. High quality
digitised pictures of the artwork were pro
duced using Digiview 4 on an Amiga 2000,
and these are cycled slowly through to the
accompaniment of some upbeat and suably
inoffensive music.

Al sorts of creatures, from woodpeckers to.
fox cubs, are covered. Among the best of the
bunch are the pictures of a chipmunk, a coy-
ote, a lioness, some puffins and a tiger
among long grass. That said, all the anwork
is of a very high standar

disk acts as a good advert for the

artist's talents and f the other tites in the Art-
Disk range come up to the same high
quality, then this should prove a popular

Superb digitised
images from the
Richard Batoman
originats

a Computin
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tion of

Ihdnu (iraphics

Awhbil from: Blue Rose PD
“This two-disk set is a collec-
rounds, fonts and
brushes aimed squarely at the
desktop video enthusiast.

iue Rose PD

Noed a fancy title for that

fonts on the Video Graphics
dinks

rounds

eral superb pattered back-
th effects

than Video Graphics.

: ranging
g ol bty gold to a wonderful textured dark biue. These are ideal as, for

instance, backdrops to scroll credits over.
The

ch

sy

usefuines

a5 ‘Our Wedding Day writen in an atiaciive display fon, have obvious value to the amaeur

video maker. However ‘Awake' and
medusa against a stone-effect backg
i inclusi nat bafing.

Sleop’ - a pair of pictures of
round — would hardly be used on a regular basis, and

phepisbichirsr

. Many are the sort

seoin

‘Dinosaur, a caps-only stone effect affair

On the other hand there
exampios, such as Golden Ann, MR G oyl ey font and

Stil, while only a few of the araprics n thee ks o gong 1 be genunly it get

ting hold of, the commercial altematives

ives are often quite expensive. For that reason, video

fans might st find this offering worth a closer inspection.

Erm, thi trom
ooty loaks veguar
fami

Dotsy
Prsae s Koax

You can see from the start that this demo
doesn't take itself too seriously. The open-
ing screen takes the michael out of the
Paramount Pictures mountain logo, which
promptly gives way o a host of decent if
unoriginal effects.

Plenty-of dotty pictures are included,
which ‘ripple’ as if they were drawn on
blankets being slowly shaken. There is
also the obligatory rotating 3D cube, but
for a change here it rolls along a fast-mov-
ing, parallax-scrolling, technicolour back-
drop - the sort of effect you show 1o own-
ers of the new ‘super consoles’ just before
you break their hearts by whipping out
Pagestream.

In al, the whole demo, while not war-
ranting an ‘unmissable’ tag, does not dis-

ippoint. As with most demos it is highly
Unikaly you' boo  more than & coupe of
times before consigning t 10 the disk box
for all eternity, but at least there are
enough interesting effects here to make
Dotsy stand out from the pack. s

T static sho dossnt do it ustiontis

Welcome to
paradise

17 Bit Software
15t Floor Offices, 2/8 Market Street,
Wakefield West Yorkshire WF1 1DH
(01924 366982)

berta Smith DTP

190 Falloden Way, Hampstead Garden
burb, London NW11 6JE
(Tel: 0181 455 1626)

Your Choice
39 Lambton Road, Chorlton
Manchester M21 0ZJ
(Tel: 0161 881 8994)

Michael Pratt
10 Rivers Road, Yeovil, Somerset
BA21 5R)

Blue Rose PD
14 Tudor Bree, Donaghcloney, Co
Armagh BT66
Mortrer kolard
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LOWEST PRICES
BEST SERVICE
RAPID DELIVERY

SALES FREE CALL 0500 737 800

DISKS DISKS DISKS . lokestt BETAMIGA CD32
003 CERTFED ERFOR FREE BOXES ~ Frec dolivery

Gode Ar

503.5" DS/DD ......£15.99 ElSl‘?HOU:ﬂpbckab\eM Ad >
£24,99 52449 + 100 cap lockable box. . Add £4. Dk Drve o D
£35.99 638,49 + 2x 100 lockabl bos . Add £8 L mzmmwnmmww
£48.99 ...£47.99 + 2 x 100 lockable box .. Add £8.
£73.99 869,00+ 3x 100 lockoble box Add €12
£98.99 692,00 + 4 x 100 lockabl box Add £16.
£123.99 £lloW¢5xlUO\ockaHehchd :17.
£229.99 .£205.00 + 10 x 100 lockable b

) ()

] (ZAPPO SWART STOR RARD DISK)  (;

100 Copociy ..£4.99) 100 Cop Bonx Boses . £9.99) Provides mm dmu nhd mMﬂﬁ/Mm

o955 som . e30995 [{8| PANASONIC 2135
24PN COLOR

AMIGA 1200 PACKS '
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s 2138 34l ol . ot oo 159,99
oot foadar £145.
119!

SMART BUY

ACK £1499

" Gamesfor 1200 USERS ONLY WHILE STOCKS LAST
SNDIATE. PNBALL FANTASES.£9.99
(CHAOS ENGINE.. 8599 NICK FALDO'S GOIF 6999
‘Al cbove 4 games £24.99

3588388383

50/ Word Prcessor orRbbon) st o
" o prchosed wih

Sior/Cizen, Panasonic Prnters

oo 01 124/1121180/1080 8

ottt i 15 Dok ek o Conoy Corp

i iEschate Bl

S o B _m‘ o
seion A 2 ok o e spechars
B Bl | :g/# SEES .
i WA s & Shor TV/Monier .£169.99

GREY-TRONICS LTD, UNIT 1015 WHITGIFT CENTRE,
CROYDON, SURREY CRO 1UU
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‘Special offers are limited to 1 FREE gift per
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Computers

(Dept AC)
27 Watnall Road
Hucknall
Nottingham

NG15 7LD

If you have found a
cheaper price
elsewhere in this
magazine, call us
and we will do our
best to beat it.

AMIGA HARDWARE

HARD DRIVES
T T

5.5" IDE
210MB........12ms £169.99
340MB.........12ms £189.99
420MB. 12m: £199.99
540MB..... £229.99

850MB f0ms NEW! LOW PAICE . £269.99
1GIG foms  PRICE CRASHI..£349.99

QUANTUM

270MB. 12ms £149.99
420MB. £169.99
540MB. £189.99
730MB. £249.99
1-GIG 10ms.........£499.99

3.5 SCS12

To Order
Telephon

(0115)
944 4501

3.5" IDE

365MB. 12ms..........£149.99

LOOK AT WHAT YOU
GET FROM OUR HDs

O e i
ket o
o

e
e

Only quaty drves used, with o
(Most2 105 year).

PRINTERS

S191vS Colsir N ARE gt
ostonal TRODE) PageC Y
Only £429.99

Professional print studio for the Amiga.
nhance the output of your printer Inc
e e e s i
Only ..
P 179.¢
e
o SIS Coioi B

CDROM DRIVES

MITSUMI QUAD SPEED

ALTO 14,400 External fax
mode......... £139.99
ALTO 28,800 Extenal fax modem.

Fax class 3, V34. h .99
Modems come supplied with Cables,
manuals and Comms software.

MEMORY SIMMS

4MB 72 Pin 70ns £139.99
8MB 72 Pin 70ns £289.99
16M8 72 Pin 70ns £499.99

© Amitek Amiga External £50.00
© A500 Intornal £44.00
® AB00/A1200 Internal £49.00

SHARP TV/MONITOR

14" Remote Conirol colour Scart TV.
FREE Scart Cable included. . £169.99

RAM BOARDS

Machine ory  Clock

AS00  05MB  No  £20.99
AS00  05MB  Yes  £2599
AS00+  1MB  No  £30.99
AB00 iMB  No  £3099
A600 IMB  Yes  £40.99
A1200  2MB  Yes £134.99
A1200  4MB  Yes £189.99

PRO-GRAB 24RT
PARALLEL PORT VERSION
24BIT Real-Time Colour Digitizer.

/A1200/4000 Recommended. 2.04
1.5 MEG Required.........Only £129.99

'S

PCMCIA VERSION

Same Specification as ab
Increased speed. Only £159.99

ACCESSORIES

Wo also stock: Utfies, Fish 1-1000,
Assaseins 1220, F1 Lcenseware 1-

44 and are now the scls dstnbutor
for LSD Logal Toois from #15:

onwards. The LSD Logal Too's cost
£1.25 per disk

DISK PRICES &

POSTAL RATES

DISKS PRICEPERDISK  PaP
110 2100 )

1125 2095
26, £090

b CTc— £489.
Al Power HDS piug inio ihe DVIA port of the

‘Gan bo populated wih up o BB of fast
ram. Recures KickStar V2+.

SX1 - CD32 EXPANSION MODULE

Tums your CD32 games console nto a full

Amiga computer.

Wih FREE GodFish CD. £19499
i for SX1 3799

GOLIATH 200W POWER SUPPLY

High powered PSU for the Amiga. Ideal
roplacement Only 24495

| It e tap dor. Expancaie o s
NOW AVAILABLEI! £22099

A1200 BLIZZARD 1230/4 MKIll |

OMHz 68030+ MMU.
NOW AVAILABLEN! 22099
AMB RAM for A1230. £130.00
CYBERSTORM 040/40

Dramatically speed up your A4000 with

ihis replacement daughtarboard £999.99

G proes 8.
= 5-25" 9%
EXTERNALLY CASED DRIVES (S ORE e econd DMK B3 D e £1999
AMIGA PD 1200 OVERDRIVES Requires Tandon COROM i interface £19.99
270MB £239.99 Controler o050 Mogaouse 4000Fi e
PARTY ' : armet Lead Inc Software Y

) et ae FRLEl cosz crimicai ZoNE paCK e £1%0
1 Ancromoda - Newus7 AGA X - e e e
2B0m - Moton Orgn AGA 2 730MB 34990 D e matn Boy oo, Paralel Printer Cabla 799
“ronaro: Twsnascasms o | | 1616 847499 g lipcrion ..\ Only t230.99 50 Capaclly Disk Box £350
5 StantsSou Kichen AGA () "A500 ALFA POWER EXTERNAL 100 Capaciy Disk Box. 599

Tmaonriaan O N N 270MB........ £234, TDK FLOPPY DISKS
5 Oton- Kiling T AGA () a2ou3 : A1200 BLIZZARD 1220/4  NEWI! | Gl for best prices on TOK DS/DD.
400 Make your A1200 faster than an 30p each

i 30MI | A4000/30 with this 4MB accelerator. Fits

SQUIRREL SCS12 INTERFACE
Fits into the PCMCIA interface of your
00. Fast SCSI2 interface to con-
nect CD Drives, Hard Drives, Etc.
With Software

DELIVERY CHARGES

STANDARD (3-4 DAYS) £3.95
NEXT DAY COURIER £5.95
SMALL ITEMS £1.95

| B

CALL

BY POST - Please make cheques & postal
orders payable 1o "VISAGE COMPUTERS".
Please allow 5 working days for cheques to clear.

115) 944 4501 TO PLACE

BY PHONE - Orders

taken from 9.30am to
5%0pm.

R ORDER
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ad a weakness
ty department.
Owners of machines like the A3000 and A4000 have had
the luxury of a barrage of Zorro slots, into which they can
plug in the many weird and wonderful upgrade boards on
the market which further boosts their machine’s perfor-
mance. Such upgrade boards include graphics cards,
accelerators, SCS cards and more.
kay, so A1200 owners have their own upgrade boards.
which fit into the trapdoor slot, but it is only one siot and
it's a far cry from the versatility Zorro slots provide.
There's also the PCMCIA slot you might say, but PCMCIA
products are not exactly flooding the market and again,
there s only one si
Thankfully, Power Computing can supply all you
>

want more
from your AIZ007 Darren Fvans

Amiga Computing
APRIL 1995
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>
power-hungry A1200 owners with a product
‘which not only gives you five Zorr l sios, it
also looks neat and creates more f0om on
your deskiop 1o boot.

“The solution to this path to power comes
in the form of the Tower A1200, a modified
PC mini tower case into which you place
your A1200 motherboard. A simple idea you
may think, but the realy clever part comes in
the form of the supplied busboard which
houses five Zorro Il slots

“This busboard is connected to the A1200
motherboard through an adapter which plugs
into the A1200 trapdoor connector. The
adapter also has a pass through slot which
allows you to still use standard A1200
rapdoor upgrade boards.

“The actual busboard is relatively simple in

mainly deals with addressing multple slots
The tower case s a sturdy beast and it

saves space thanks to its small footprint on.

the desk. Or, better stil, you can simply put it
o one side under the desk. When not in use,

Step by step

T

torro slots, wassat then?

Once upon a time, when some G engineers
were designing a neat bit of kit called an Amiga 1000,
they decided that it shoud have expansion siots 10 allow
users to easily upgrade their computer with cool third-
party peripherals.

Strangely enough, and fo reasons known only to them-
selves, they named their slots after an equally strange
‘sword-wielding television hero of yesteryear called Zormo
(tunny ot these technical bods)

Of course, s is the case with computers, no sooner do
you have one when you suddenly find that another model
has been released which is superior 1o yours. Hence the
‘Amiga 2000 was bom, and, along with i, the ZorT siots
were updated and renamed Zorro Il providing even
higher data ransfer speeds.

As technology advanced at its usual relentioss pace,
graphics chips and hard disks became even more power-
ful and fast and, yes you guessed i, Zorro I sits were
superseded by Zorro il slots. These could handle the

huge amounts of data which very fast hard drives and
chips could chuck out and could also cope

rds. Thar expan-
sion boards are both Zorro |1 and Zorro i compatible.
Yi

pece.

So, what does all this mean to the prospective buyer of
this tower system? Well if you want to have access 10 all
1hose Zorro expansion boards on the market, you have 1o
bear in mind that there are many boards which are Zorro
1l only, such as the DKB 4091 SCSI host adaper, and
therefore will not work in your tower system's Zorro i

1s. So, if you have a productin mind, be sure it says it
is Zorro Il compativle.

Also, with the DMA confict between Zorro boards and
trapdoor expansion boards,

r configurations to
avoid this. In short, check with the supplier for any.
possible conflcts between the car

the external keyboard can simply be stood
on its end and placed out of the way. This is
much neater and tidier than the A1200 and
its collection of cables cluttering up the desk.

Hidden a the rear of the case you will see
that all the necessary holes have been cut to
fit the A1200's various ports, such as the
mouse and serial port. There is even a siot
cut into the case for A1200 accelerator cards.

rds you intend using.

which have optional SCS| interface connec-
tors, plus there are the six slots which house
the external connections of any Zorro
expansion cards you have plugged in.
Strange considering there are only five Zorro
slots.

Also at the rear is a cooling fan and the
keyboard connector for the external key-

board. You have two choices regarding the

the Tower

real power beast.

Mow s simply  mattr o onnectngthe
o ourdrive andthe

etaachontand bishescd med youre

there.

Amiga Computing

APRIL 1995




can either opt 10 use your

bays and five 3 1/2 inch drive bays.
of the 3 112 inch bays have blanking

b0 swich can presumably be wired to any.
elerator card 1o switch between speeds,
ihough there was no mention of this in the
manual

DISPLAYS

The LED speed display is a three digit
siair with the first digit used to indicate floppy
sk activity. Al these front displays and
ontrols are housed behind a ity lite door.
Available as an option is an internal 230
watt power supply unit (PSU) to replace the
A1200 paltry 25 watt standard supply. This
s much more powerful than the A1200 PSU
and s a must for those who want o utiise
neir Zormo capabilty 1o the full. Without i, the

Ay comte ety umlow whhot o
i the

poor old A1200 PSU can only dish out
enough power for a maximum of one expan-
sion board in a Zorro slot ~ any more and t
just doesn't have the juice to hand and will
just present you with a blank screen when

plete syste, including al five Zorro siots and
their contents.

Overal, the system worked well, but there.
are a few points to bear in mind before you
make your buying decision. First of all is that
although provision is made to plug in your
existing A1200 trapdoor expansion boards,
courtesy of the through port on the connector
which sits between the A1200 trapdoor con-
nector and the Zorro busboard, there is a
technical conflict which exists with DMA

access.
If your A1200 expansion card utiises DMA
access, any Zorro expansion card which also
uenges CAAN acoma i s cosrion
be prevented from DMA access while
A1200 expansion card is plugged in. In phid
words, it won't work.
Once you have installed your A1200 moth-

PCMCIA siot is directly flush with the base of
the tower case, so those with products like
the Squirrel or Zappo CD-ROM peripherals
which fit to the PCMCIA wil not be too
pleased here.

For those with internal IDE drives in their
A1200, there is no data cable provided to
allow you to mount the drive in one of the
drive bays. | had to simply use the ridiculously
short data cable which came with my IDE
drive and rest the drive itself on the bottom of
the tower case.

SAFE AND SECURE

Paranoia finally overcame me with visions
ofthe i scingsround and possky Lt
ing live components on the ther.
D o it w8 using
good old Blu-Tak. It works quite well 100, but
W Uk e o 0

crewed sacurely into a drive bay. A strange
s i)

Also remember that you get Zoro Il siots
with this system and there are many boards
out there that are Zorro Il only. You would
therefore be wise to frst consider what Zorro
expansion cards you want and check that
they are Zoro Il compatible.

If you also wish to mix your existing A1200
expansion cards with your Zorro boards, it is
wise to check with the supplier first that the
DMA confict will not prevent you from using
them both at the same time.

The actual installation process was fairly
straightforward, no thanks to the horrendously

fequate and badly translated manual. As

e, you
should have litl difficulty. There isn't even
any soldering 1o be done. All you need is a
good set of screwdivers and plirs.

if you are not at al electronically minded, |
would urge you to beware. The manual isn't

I

s

The touer se

i5 2 study
beast and it saues spite
thanks o s sl Tt
onthe desks
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HARDWARE Il

Safety first

Before embarking on any project
which will have you handling any elec
fromic iy, you tsouht ekt I8
following safety tips:

1.1f you don't have any basic electrical
ience in handling

A1200 (possibly irrevocably)
someone with experience to do the.
job.

2. Electricity is lethal, especially
it is passing through your (very con:
ductive) body unhindered. So make
sure all electrical supplies are
unplugged

3. Electronic components are delicate

rly die when they come ioka et
with it. If you want to have a fully work
b A
Tower A1200, be sure to wear a good
quality earth strap to keep nasty Mr
Static at bay. Such earth siraps are
available from most good electrical
stores.

U
s to messing with your A1200's
you can damage delicate
‘components beyond repair

The Tower A1200 certainly works well
despite some of its drawbacks and it per-
formed admirably with a RAM expansion
board and EGS Spectrum 24-bit graphics
card sitting nicely in the Zorro slots
Ultimately though, to get your hands on

fofaras.

A4000, and it all comes down o your individ-
ual needs. Bear in mind that you can get
hold of an A3000 with ‘030 processor,
4MbRAM and 214Mb hard drive for £999,
and that comes with the latest Zoro I sils.
‘The Tower A1200 with 230 watt PSU will
cost you about £599 and with second-hand
A1200s selling for about £200, you could sell
your existing computer and for roughly £200
extra, buy a new A3000 off the shelf. The
choice is yours. Vi

The bottom line

Product: Tower A 1200

Supplier: Power Computing
Price ugg E596 99 wrm soonl

TE/ uv234 2730a0
Ease of

Implementation __
Value for money
all _

Nom~

Over:

-
pr-1
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ince last Apr, some Amiga devel-
-t opers have been a bit nervous.

The reason? The company SAS.
decided to drop the Amiga version of
SAS/C, effectively removing one of the
main development platforms on the
machine and leaing users f the eystem
with bugs that will not be

oias liges rabai st Man
Dillon's shareware compiler, DICE, was
gaining so much support that it was decided
to really work for version 3 to create the ulti-
mate C package. This was no small under-
taking and hence the package has moved
to the commercial world under the wing of
Obvious Implementations Corporation.

It used to bo the case that you could only.
get the commercial package directly from

along with a fairy sizeable chunk of Europe
for good measure.

With a minimum of persuasion, a review
copy was promptly forthcoming from Fourth
Level and soon five disks and a chunky

including the compiler, a source level
debugger, visual make utity, code profiler,
two editors, Commodore Include files for
versions 1.3, 2.0 and 3.0, essential utities
such as enforcer, support utilties and a
mulitude more.

The manual makes a refreshing change
100 as itis made less daunting by the inclu-
sion of a cartoon on the cover which some-
how convinces your eyes that the inch and
a bit thickness really isn't going to be that

bad.

DICE s designed to work not only on
high-end machines with X Gigabytes of
memory and more hard drives than you can
shake a stick at, but lso on a more modest
two drive, MB system - it is the maker's
intention to continue this support while
adding fo the features of DICE.

Instalaion is achieved through the stan-
dard Installr uty for both hard drive and
floppy users. Options on the completeness
of installtion aro given, along with a choice
of which version of the Includo files you
want to use. This seciion passed without a

shows DICE's operation.
it and make from one place

The debugger running in ‘mixed mode showing C and
68000 interieaved and one page of the options package

aising the

stalse

problem. Once installed, a hulking great
ReadMe file is thrown at you containing
details of bug-fixes, known bugs, release
notes and a licensing agreement which
could teach Satan's ltlle workers a thing or
two about contracts. From this point on,
you're on your own to a large extent.

INTRODUCTORY COURSE

‘Thirteen example projects are included to

and longing for a tutorial. However, things
s00n cleared up (as good Doctors say) and
my eyes were opened to something that will
probably revolutionise the way in which C
programmers work. Just what VMake is is.
difficult o pin down in words, but basically.

The manual deserves a mention, too. Despite a C compiler being one of the most
boring products known to man (or woman), the authors have managed to keep the
style light yet informative, while retaining the technical side too. This is quite an

“This page is intentionally blank” ever could.
For reference it is spot on, but for a newcomer 10 the package it would be nice to

see a

9Py vow b4 Bwharos Post i notes acting as bookmarks for the most
panilbints

ety i el of o and shase completeness of the whole system
impresses me. People who have used Turbo C on a (shudder) PC will know just
ow easy managing a large project in C can be — DICE makes the task even easier

Amiga Computing
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Mow you can get your —
hands on a professional —|
pro-quality [ compiler in —

the form of DIE, an —|
essential piece of —|
software for any serious —
coder. ik lines takes a —|
gamble and has a looks —|

it's a complete windowing environment that
can integrate the DICE package together
visually, therefore eliminating the need to.
remembar GLI aptonsfor complers, ek,
ers, debuggers and more. | say ‘ci
because DICE qan slo be Gesd Hom the
CLI by those who want to.

Despite this inclusion, | suspect even the
most die-hard shell addict will give in and
use VMake — it really is excellent. It pulls
the whole of DICE together so well that the
reference section of the manual seems a
little superfiuous.

The best way to describe DICE's opera:
tion with VMake is through an example: To
start your project off, simply give the name
of the executable file you want to build.
Next, add the names of files you want 10 be
part of the package. After that, double-
clicking on these names brings up the




Glossary

RCS - Revision Control System, used to keep track of multiple
of a file. Used world-wide, not just for C programs

*nix - One of the many ‘flavours’ of the Unix(tm) operating
systom.

Linked library - a file that contains precompiled functions
which is joined to the user's files.

system's default editor o edit them. Once.
happy with your modifications, you can
choose to bring RCS (Revision Control
System) into play by ‘Checking In' your file,
but you don't have to use this if you don't
wantto,

When everything’s hunky dory, click on
the make button and watch the program

and better still, prototypes are generated
‘automatically, thus eliminating the need for

manually transcribing the functions from

‘each of your fles into one file for inciusion.

As mentioned above, RCS is included
with DICE and is completely integrated
inside VMake. For those not familiar with
this tool — and | wasn't - it s certainly worth
the ten minutes it takes 1o get it working.
RCS has been ported from the *nix world
and simply keeps track of revisions of your
source files.

CHECKING OUT
Beforo editing a file can be done, it must
hecked out of the ACS system. When
editing is finished it is checked back into
and the program prompts for a revi-
sion comment, which is logged along with
ihe date and revision number. Special ACS
o e st s
(0 be expanded, showing the author,
R croatc daio v s e

is automatically done.

Bost of al, if something with your latest
version has gone horribly wrong and you
suddenly find you need 1o get back to four
previous revisions, you can save your hair,

nity and Amiga from abuse. RCS keeps
rack of all changes madie by storing the dif-
ferences from revison to revision, alowing
carier versions 1o be reconstructed. In
shor, ACS is pretty invaluable and using it
within VMake is a doddl

When errors do crop up in your code,
VMake drops you into the editor of your
choice, teling you what the problem is and
where to find it. With the AME editor (an
Amiga specific enhancement of the “nix
memacs editor which is DICE's default)
muliple files can be edited at the same
time, 0 you can fit happily betwen your
ertorlog and source code fle.

Any ARexx knowledgeable editor can be
ntograted into the DICE package - configu-
ation fles are provided for GED, ED and a
few others along with instructions on how o
make another editor of your choice work
well with the DICE system

While on the subject of editors, its worth
mentioning another corker of a utity that
DICE comes with: DiceHelp. This package

if something

uith your ft-
et ersionhas gone orrbly
urong & ou need to gt
back to four previous
fedisions, you (an saue
your hai, sty and Aiga
from abuse. 5 e
of il thanges made by
storing the- differences
from reusion to reuision,
llouing earer versions to
be renstructed

integrates with your editor using AREXX so
that when the cursor is over a function call
(for example, OpenWindow), the program
will search out the information from any
‘autodocs that you have on your system and
display it in another window. It also finds
help on all DICE ink library calis, too.

Pretty much every aspect of the system
is configurable from VMake. By using the
Options sub-program, the majority of flags

much more. The list s endless; suffice to
sy, you really shouldn't need to touch the

‘matter how hairy you want to try and
make things, even if you want to generate
code to be bumed into ROMS on a sysiem
other than an Amigal

Programs can also be compiled 10 pro-
duce run-ime profiing information 10 give &
full view into how many times a function is
callod, how long each call takes, where it
was called from, who it calls in turn and
overall execution fime. This claims o be
accurate to 20 microseconds and provides
You with a mine of information.

The source level debugging tool (DD)
can be invoked from VMake 100, simply by
pulling down & menu item. As debugging
qoes this is pretty good. Breakpoints can be
set at source, the produced machine code
an be viewed (and interleaved with the C it
wanted), commands can be stepped
through or over, making this a very powerful

ol
For speed freaks, compilation can be
sped up by precompiling header fles. A
support program called DiceCache allows
for files with a certan suffx to be cached for
use with DiceCache aware programs (such
as tho wholo DICE suite). Support Is also
provided o programmars wahing o it
DiceCact
pot ocks o ind a 0 orr-
pression utity which really makes floppy
running a viable alternative. Instead of
Commodore's include fles taking up one
disk to themselves, they are compressed
down o less than hlf a disk.

SIMILARITIES

This seems to work in much the same
way as disk expander, as compression s
invisible 1o the operating system. Another
nicety that | immediately fell for was auto
opening of ibraries. DICE's finked liraries
inteligenty open system libraries as need-
d and tidy up after themselves 100.The
compller tself seems respectably fast,
mich e s Gighescias suel Ui
DiceCache is enabled wt
o sy e DI oS v
1y with a whole host of other systems, rang-
ing from SAS/C and MANX to *NIX. The
link libraries are also pretty rice, with a
whole host of functions providing rix code
compatibily.

‘Amiga specifics are also well catered for
and it was nice to see that the example pro-
joots included a DOS hander, an exec
device, a printer driver and a brary.

While comparing with SAS/C, when |
tried recompiling the Tabby driver an
annoying bug concerning stack handiing

Amiga Computing
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The DIGE logo - not sure
about it relovance thoush
disappeared — one down, only a few left to
go... Bugwise, it was nice 1o report that
DICE appeared very stable; the only prob-
lem | had was a crash when exiting the
debugger while the progra | was debug-
ging had not completed. This probably
wasn't a bug in the fool but more of an over-
sight on my part. review copy now has
numerous Post-it notes acting as book-
marks for the most referenced pages.
Overal, the level of integration and sheer

aging a large project in C can be ~ DICE
makes the task even easier. £

For a C development kit, you prob:
bl oait et et
superb, 3 good job of comp
ing and tro oail e price of its now
unavailable main rival!

The bottom line

Product: Dice 3.0
Price: £129.25 (Student discounts
are available)
Supplier: Fourth Level

Tel: 0117 955 8225,
Fax: 0117 955 9157

E-mail
dicecsales @flevel.demon.co.uk.

Ease of use 9
Implementation 10

lue for money. 10
Over: 10 4
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 the last instalment | promised o
show some tag list functions in
action and this month's example

does exactly this, setting up and using tag

Jists vinich define a window and a high reso-

lution custom screen. In its current form the

program is extremely simple but, as with

previous examples, I've opled for producing
f

a piece of code
that can be buil upon in subsequent instal-

ments.

“This means that understanding the over-
all ramework o this month's code is impor-
tant - it stands o reason that if you can

reciate what he cod is doing whie at &
relatively simplo stage of preparation, sub-
sequent addiions wil undoubledy be casier
10,getto grips with.

However, first and foremast this month, |
will deal with soeing tag lists in action and in
this respect you already know 90 per cent of
the story. Using tag functions themselves,
as we saw last month, is easy and in fact
the only area where care needs to be taken
is in geting the righttag defntons set up In
the frst place.

Some tag list-based funciions can, inci-
dental, ignore nonsensical tag values, but
as a general ule i s saler to assume that
using any tag function with the wrong 1ags
will have tho same effect as, say, making a
conventional library function call using the
wrong parameters. In short ~ you should

This month Paul Overaa —
provides some runable —|
code to drive home those —|
coding conventions and —
tag list discussions he’s —|
been dealing with over —

the last couple of issues —

fActions speals
than words

the start of the source. There's nothing
mysterious about me choosing to create
tag defintions like this ather than using the
official  Commodore  include file
def

easy on those of you that do not have the
offcialincludes.
IDENTITIES

By incorporating my own tag identiy val-
ues it becomes possible for everyone to
assemble the code, whether
they possess the official includes or not
(Since my definiions are identical with those
o

APRIL_1995

Iy a perecty straightforward task to modiy
my source so that it uses the official defin-

Iy the same allocation/deallocation arrange-
ments that have been used in previous
examples.

e | SEARL S EALY

fyou are a new reader seeing tis type of
code for the first time, then here’s a brief
recap on the ideas: All allocation operations
are coded in such a way that, providing they
are successful, the address of any corre-
‘sponding deal

onto a special ‘deallocation stack . When the.
program terminates these addresses
are removed and the associated routines
executed.

ach causes allrequired deallo-

Amiga Computing!
Table 2 gives an outine of the various
you'll find on the



puder

and closing operations using loops. This

technique was first dealt with in the
‘94 issue but, since the library

AR

_ Description of Open
‘Seroen Tag List routine.

the uninitited,
R yw seeing this typo of
forthe first

Poites 1 e fst fbrry nare and he
first ibrary base are loaded into registers a2
and a3, while d3 is loaded with
less than the number of libraries to be
opened — because the automated dbeq

instruction actually counts down o -1 if the
o o e s

Description of Open
Open Window Tag List
routine.

looking like this:

el Gt by e

painter
w60 i libry

wersions
OALLSYS penkibrary b
sl A, tore

o

Notice the use of indirect addressing with
‘autoincrement instructions for copying the
library names and returned library base
. stance, which starls
off holding the address of the first fibrary in
the lst of ibrary names (DOS ibrary),ths is
happens: The move.l (a2)+a1 instruc-

tion copies the DOS ibrary name pointer
a1 (in readiness for the OpenLbrary) call).
After this register a2 is auto incremented by
450 that a2 then points to the next fibrary.

is used to open all the libraries, mum in
the code that handes the library opening

(ieneral equates
used by the
program

Listing.

Amiga Computing
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termines either with d0 haiding

with d0 holding 0 and d3 holding a loop
point with all this, which you'l see if you
soon

as a library open error occurs the loop quits
with register (a3) pointing to the base of the
fiorary that faed
To close any previously successtully
s use &
backward reading loop 1o colect the valid
fibrary pointers
base variables. When you examine the.
cade on the CoverDisk you'l see that the.
library closing loop has been writien as a
sub-routine. This is because the code can
be callod under two diferent situations ~
the program has run without error and
al ibraries need to be cosed, or when there
has been a library opening error and a fewer
number of ibraries need o be closed.
By testing the zero flag at the end of the

focation tech-
P il awkward 10 folow then ust
that this framework works and con-

mmuwmmmﬂ
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1 the dark days when comms was

just a hobby for weirdos with a

300 baud modem, Compulink

Information eXchange was created

o fll a need which didn't exist at the time.

A large system in the USA called the Byte

Information eXchange, or BIX, was the

central meeting place for all computer

types to meet and talk about things which

concerned them, or swap ideas about what

[ they were doin

The point of BIX was that it was set up

10 hold conferences on different subjects

| and allow file transfer between BIX and

users, and of course between user and

{ user. The format was extremely successful
and didn't go unnoticed on these shores.

| ‘The Intemet wasn't available to anyone

who wasn't connected to a mainframe, and

BBSs, although prevalent, weren't central

enough in the UK 1o provide a UK-wide

service for all computer types to log on to

and exchange ideas. Fidonet did provide

some connectivity to the otside world, but
the comms community in the UK was

! looking for a focus, somewhere to ive. *

| HISTORY

| CIX started 10 years ago, in 1985 for
those of you who can't sublract, and was.

»

‘Send messages to You can say all you want about
whoever you like * topic without puiting pen to paper

operated by the Compulink User Group. It
| was initialy a BBS set up by a gent called

1l Frank Thoumiey prinarly o dowibuts an

share PD and shareware between mem- Ueteran (I expert Phil South takies ——

bers of the group. It grew and grew over

the years atiracting more and more mem-

bers, who in turn brought more sharoware you on @ tour of the U's oldest,

into the system, thus attracting more

members. biggest, and some say best ——
An Internet feed for e-mail was added in

Independent UFf conferencing system

then) who could now e-mail anyone in the.
world who had an address. The full
Internet feed didn't appear until 1992,

early text-based versions of World Wide
Web. To bring us bang up to the present,
at the end of February this year the ser-
vice announced a full Internet feed with
the ability to use graphics-based WWW
browsers like Mosaic.

Although the system bears a striking
resemblance 1o the BIX way of doing things,
(even the name is simir) the system actua-
Ty takes ts structure from the software the

system runs, called CoSy, written originally
by the University of Guelph in 1984. The
structure of CIX is that you have a main
prompt, from which you can type a number
of things, for example:

So basically you have a range of different

One of the reasons CIX caught on big time was
that ts e-mail was So useful. As it happened a lot of
the early adopters and computer game witers took
up with CIX early on as a means of talking shop,
and the trend caught on to the degree tha game
developers, software houses, users and even
Commodore got an account with GIX. E-mail, and
its fle-sending equivalent, binmail, or binary mail,
most popular way of sending files and

information around the counts
Binmail works by allowing each user to have
their own private mal directory on the system, and
You can upload something to that directory and

then binmail it on to another user of the system.
This is separate from the normal file transfer sys-
tem, which involves certain conferences having file
lsts, or FFLISTS' as they are called in CIX parance.
In a FLIST everyone on the conference can down-
load and upload 1o the list, whereas a private mail
directory can only be accessed by the user
concemed.

File transfer, as this was one of the reasons for
CIXs existence in the firt place, is one of the main
reasons that CIX is so popular. You can downioad
from one of the biggest colections of shareware
and PD in Europe, and allfor the price of a phone

callto one of the GIX nodes. Although CIX does't
have Points of Presence like some systems, you
can use the PSS system o access the system
remotely. You can even teinet in from the Intemet,
s some users do, from anywhere in the world, pro-
vided you have an Internet account in your remote
location, and you also have an account on CIX. 3

u can be working in the USA temporarly,
but you can stil get onto CIX and take part in the
conferences. This was shown recently when a cou-
ple of CIX users who live and work in Japan were
reporting first hand about the recent earthquake in
the japan cont, almost as it happened.
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What's the use

‘There are a number of reasons why CIX is 50 benefi-
cial to use. Firstly it is big, and has a lot of files.
Secondly it contains a lot of people who create soft-

ware, hardware, magazines, books and other stuff
that you consume.

1f you have any questions, such as on the Internet,
then there wil be some expert on hand o help you
out. If you know about something then this is the.

place to help people who aren't as mind-bogglingly
clever as you and up 1o your Olympian heights of
intellect. Also, CIX has off-line reader programs, of
which there are many for all kinds of machines. The
CIX offcial OLR s on the PC and it's called Ameol.
led Nicola, and

you 10 log on, get your me
lists, and then log off all automatically, so you can

ten read and respond to messages in il the confs
you are joined to without spending a fortune on the
phone.

subjects structured into conferences to
which CIX subscribers can join. The only.

of that conference. It's like entering a
fo0m where a meeting is going on. If its an
open meeting you can walk right in uninvit-
ed. I s a private talk, you had better keep.

out.
TOPICS GALORE

1 said a range of different subjects just
now, but how many subjects exactly?
Coming up for 3,000, actually. Think of a
subject. There should be a conference
devoted 1o . If there isn', the beauty of it is

sounds, and you can easily be a good con-
mod n o time.

Itis @ common thing for people to get on
the system and wildly create a conference
or three before lunch without consulting any-
body, and these half-baked conferences lie
about on the system for a while before
being zapped by the sysops — unlike
on the Internet where a newsgroup is
foreverl)

S R
consult with other people on the syste.
erampl, I you had an 14 for an Amige-
based conference, you should start by send-
ing a message o the ‘amiga’ conference,
asking if there is @ topic on any CIX confer-
ence like the one you have in mind.
Obviously, if it already exists there is no
point in doing it again, and if nobody thinks
its a good idea then there is no point, as
none of your target audience for the ‘conf
will be interested either. f, however, every-

one thinks its a good idea and it hasnit been
done before, then its off o the moderator's
blazer shop, at once. You are a ‘mod.” No
need for a scooter and a parka, though.

“The one conf that everyone is joined to
is cixnews. You can't resign from cixnews

as it carties vital system information o the
3 pAcy

users.

6. cdrom
7.amos

8. cyberpunk
9. japan

10. ufo

Need some help?

For more info write 10, or call:

cix
uite 2, The Sanctuary

Voice: 0181 390 8446

You can also join on-line by calling

up the system (all speeds up to 14.4K
ud) on: 0181 390-1255 (48 lines) or

0181 3901244 (26 line:

credit card ready. There are other

lines for 28.8K baud and even ISDN!

Amiga Computing
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DISK PRICES PLEASEND

Dets Vi 48

TO ORDER BY PHONE OR FAX
TEL (01924) 366982 FAX: (01824) 200943
| All Major Cards Inc, Switch & American Express.

| 1 Free With Eve: Order!
ORDEREY POST | UK Postage 50p On Disk Order:
Send Cheques / P.O's Payable To | Europ. % Add 20%
17 BIT SOFTWARE Total Order Val

‘ 1t Floor Offices, 2/8 Market Street
Wakefield, W. Yorks WF1 1DH

= l' CD Orders 75p Per. AR £1 80

il

I(
'j 5T l-éaa i

‘/—\le;—?

ANEUENE

DC)

NN

3560 (AB) MAG.E ISSUE 7
Popuar S6 1/ RPG Mag
MULA

3565 THIRD DIMENSION #10
e 3D Cor

Uts & Magic WB cons
3562 (AB) TRAVEL GUIDE
Travel Guide To The World
3561 CYBERPUNK NOW #4
Lots Of Cyber Related Articles
3560 NEW UTILS #5

‘Speeds Up Final Wiiter By Upto 400
S vion IR wmmz
Hyperbook History
B ) DOVE DO BYABYSS
Par

S
Best Ever AGA Demoll HD. Required
3552 (ABC) IMAGINE OBJECTS
Starwars Objects. Xwings, Ywings Etc
3561 MUI V2

Latest Magic User interf
3650 (ABC) LIGN KING GLIPART
Lots f Cute H Res Clparts

3549 SUICIDE MACHIN

Spataton Wall Wit fury Anirals!
3548 VIRUS WORKSHOP 4.7

85

e loons.
3546 HD GAMES INSTALLER 2
Installs Over 20 Diferents Games
3545 PHASE 4 INDEXER

Adde Font Enc. 2 Drives Req.
3544 JUMBO.

HOT STASH 27

ipts For Imagine 3

3539 GAMES DISK
Top Hat Willy & Crazy Challenge

353 MAGIC SELECTOR V140

‘Archived with NO Installer
SSSTERMA2000 Voraich it

Ration KING CARDSETS

3507 TURBOCAT/

ormer o
3505 SAT TRACK V42
Satete Tracing Program
3504

ol

3476 GFXUTILS

3473 DFA - HD REQI

3508 CULTTV & HLM Gl u\os

3530 A 340 |
‘Address & Malishot Prog Lats of Excelent loon Uts!
X529 PERIELION CARDSET B NEWUTILS

asy /S Player
s NG AR CARDSET 3497 ), JSE GAME

tish
Y3527 SHERVLIN FENN GARDSET o408 ms; 'SWITCH BACK
Saucy Good mo By The Rebels
ook ViR ACA s ROmS 107 Stask e
8 Player Light Cycles. Mary More Super il
S65 ROBR HOT GANES T S HOT STASH #24
New Ve now i

3524 MINIMORPH V1 1D 3493 PABEsrREAM 300 PATGH
Latest Morph Requires V3.0c

includes Exotic Ripper V3 .0b

S REwW TS

includes new Jpeg Datatype

X3520 NORMAL CARDSET

For Kiondike AGA

3519 VISUAL ARTS v20
Powertull GUI Designer

ST RN

Superb C64 Classic Coversion!

X3517 (ABCD) KILLING TIME DEMO
Dermo.

D by The Potka Bros
gt

Sanity
ST T WHANMER SLAMMER

o Yo
Y3508 (AB) OXYGENE DEMO
You Guessed| AGA Der

3488 IMAGINE OBJECTS
More Noe imagine Object
3487 POWER
2 payer Space Sh
486 MANGA HDT Rowetrs
e

L
inc. AmigaWorkstation V'
peca GAMES o

b LURK\NG sHaoows

370 MADE N PORTUGAL
Various uti's Compiation

Chequebook / Invoice Eto

3472MIDNIGHT V2.08
Stuming Mocuar Soreen Sanker!
3471 BRUSHES & ICO!
Al For Magic W8
170 FANTASY D&D CARDS.
For Klondke AGA
HOT STASH#22
More Hot Stashil
%3468 SALORMOON CARDSET
For Kiondike A
ST RANMA CARDSET
For Kiondke AGA

=
level Puzzie Game (Demo)
X361 (450) I e ATLERGUDE
teorological Educational Pack
Y50 e DIFFERENT APEROACH
hotographic Lecture
3450 XENEX
Asteroids Type Game!
3458 {ABCDE) LIGHTWAVE cBsl
100 Objects Included!
Sis7 WETAP AN TOTORIAL
For Lightwave. Objects nciuded
256 COLOUR ICONS
0

345; #
You Guessed It More Utis!
3451 MOSAIC / AMITCP V1.2
Internet Utils

3450 (A8) AMITCP V3.0

680 oomEs suoe

Williams F1, Jumt
5446 (38) MISSILES OVER XERION
Missile Command Glone

FIPRICES.
1DISKF1 TITLE£3 99

ADISKFA TTLEES 98
5DISK F1 TITLE £7.99
THE NUMBER IN BRACKETS AFTER THE
DISK CODE DENOTES THE NUMBER OF
DISKS IN THAT SET

F1061  CAPTAIN CARNAGE 045 T \'EC
F1060  THE ULTIMATE QUIZ VOL 1 F1 044 (3) BL D V30
F1059  PUNTER V20 F1043 15) MAGPIES CLIPARY
1058  BLAST EM| F1042 (2) KIDS CLIPART
F1057 COLOUR MATHS £1041 G MANAGER 94
1 IDDY 11 F1 040 (2) HENRYS HOUSE
71085 (3 AMOSZINE #4 TWO CAN PLAY
F1054  OFF YOU GO F1038 AMBASSADOR PRO
F1053 3 1037  SUPER BINGO V2
1052  OPERATION FIRESTORM  F* IONEY ADE
F1051 (2) INTRC ING WBENCH  F1035 (3) CHILLY CHAVEZ
1 050 GUIDE. AM( 034 CHALLENGE V2
F1049 (3) Al 1033 RPLANNER V1.1
046 F1032 WORD POWER V2.0
F1031 RBASE V3.30

F1047  F1 MUSIC VOLUME 4
F1046  MAZE MADNESS

FORTRESS 1 MEG

F1029 (2) AERO DIE NAMIX

F1028  CLINDEXV1O
F1027  THE STATES OF
F1026  TAKE ALOOK

ASK ME ANOTHER
F1021  MULTPLAYER

n omw ReLiCa o e

FIMUSICVOL# —
Fioe
F1014  TOTS TIME
F1013  THROUGH THE RED.




CD ROM USERS!
AMINET 5 CD DUE SOON!
WE ARE NOW TAKING
RE ORDERS FOR £14.99!

" TRADE ENQUIRIES WELCOVE
ONALLOURCD's CALLORFA
| FOR DETALLS.

J

JJ _JJ

o
Sof”

COROMPOSTAGE
lease Add 9 Per CD

B
For UK Posage And Packing
(MAKE1 50)
Overses Pease A £1 00

PerCD. (MAX£5.00)

AADAIC=

SA D RO

17 BIT COLLECTION £29.99
CD's Containing 1700 Disks
Our O Library. A Thse
A Easly Do-Archived Via
Simple To Use Menu

17 BIT CONTINUATION £14.99
Disk 3 Of The Series, This One

Q

Bonus Of Several Other Ranges!

AMINET [ll JULY 1984] £14.99
Easily A Top Seller, This CD
Contains 650 MB Of The Aminet
Archives From The Internet.
Something For Everyone Here!

DEMOCDII £9.991!
For Those That Like A Broad

pectrum Of Titles From The
Demo World, This CD s Ideal
Demos, Intros, Anims & Mods.

DEMO CD £9.991
A Little Dated Now, But Still

d Contains Some Classic Software
Loads Of Music Mods, Demos,
Anims Etc.

CDPD 4£19.99

Contains Fish From 890 To 1000,
Complete GNU C++ Compiler
With Includes, Loads Of Imagine
Objects & Lots More Besides!

IMAGINE CD £39.99
One Of The Most Complete

§ Collections Of Textures, Objects,
4. Backgrounds & Attributes
Available For Imagine Users!

TOWN OF TUNES £19.99
Superb Compilation Of 1000 Of
| The Very Best Music Modules
Around. Al Files Were Hand
Picked For Excellent Quality.

THE ASSASSINS CD £19.99
Hundreds Of Games For All CD
Platforms Including CD32!!
Superb Menu Enables ALL
Games To Run Direct From CD!

THE LIGHT ROM £39.99

650 MB Of Objects, Images,
Scenes, Attibs, Maps & Textures.
in IFF & Targa Format. A MUST
For All Lightwave Users!

GOLDFISH 2 CD £29.99

Contains Everthing Produced By

Fred Fish AFTER Disk 1000.

Literally HUNDREDS Of Superb
\miga Programs!

IMAGINE ENHANCER £49.99

. Maps,
. Demos
Gotery. Sovoos Pece O Kt

EMERALD MINES CD £14.99

ins
Levels Of The Classic Ememld
Mine Game:

PRO FONTS £19.%0
be Type 1 Fonts,

GIF e G ipart!

GIFS GALORE CD£19.99
Contains Over 5000 Full Colour

‘Space, Swimsuit, Raytrace Etc.

EUROSCENE 1 £9.99!

If You Want Nothing But Music &
graphics Demos, Then This CD
Is For You. Includes Demos
From The Gathering 93 & 94!

*J SPACE & ASTRONOMY £19.99
Suprisingly Popular CD ROM
Containing Images Taken From

Deep Space Probes, Along With
‘Over 5000 Official NASA Texts!

MULTIMEDIA TOOLKIT £19.09
Another Popular Title, Contai
5000 24 Bit Images With Ham %
Hams Versions and Loads
Fonts, Clipart, Mods & Sampws

AMINET SET 1 £34.99

/173 4 CD's Packed With Data From
TSCTll The Aminet. Includes Contents
ree Of All Previous Aminets PLUS

NEW DATA! Superb Value!

17 BIT PHASE 4 £19.99
§J The Sequel To The Sequel!

Excellent Easy To Use Menu!

p RAYTRACING VOL 1£19.99
Another CD Full Of Objects,

Textures & Attributes.

Excellent Value For Those On

A Limited Budget

LSD COMPENDIUM 2 £1999
Hot On The Heels Of The LSD
CD Comes Its Superb Sequel.
Improved Menu, More Features,
More Superb Programs!

~q AMOS USERS CD £19.99
Guolh Disc s Invaluable For Amos.
O Users! Includes Source, Sprite &

Music Banks As Well As The
Entire Amos PD Library!

SOUNDS TERRIFIC £19.99

& Superb Value For Money!

WEIRD SCIENCE FONTS £9.99
This Excellent Budget Fonts Disk

Adobe, IFF, PCX, PS & MORE!

W.S CLIPART £9.99

Another Superb Budget CD!
Includes The Following Formats:-
Pagestream, Pagesetter, EPS,
IMG, IFF And More!!

NETWORK CD£14.99

Link Your CD32 To Any Other
Amiga For CD Access. Requires
Sernet Cable Available Seperatly
For £19.99.

ULTIMEDIA VOLUME 1 £14.99

WAV, FLIC Ete. Utilties To View
Are AllIncluded On The CD.

ULTIMEDIA VOLUME 2 £14.99
Even More Animations & Images
InGIF & FF; Sound In WAV Etc!

perbi! All Neccessary Utiltes
e rokided On e o

AMINET 4 [NOV 94 £14.99
Over 330 MB Of NEW Data From
The Internet Since The Aminet 3.
This One Has A Bias Towards
b Music & Utilties.

LSD COMPENDIUM £19.99
You Name It, You Will Find It On
Here! Games, Demos, Mods,
Anims, Pix, Not To Mention The
Fabled LSD Tools Collectiont

RAYTRACING VOL 2 £19.99
3D Object Overload! If You
Rayraco, ou Reall DO NEED
rb CD's! You Can
Nover Lave Too Mary Objocts

AMIGA DTV CD £14.99
Backgrounds, Fonts, Obje

Titling & Video Utils, Clipart, You
Name [t!l. Superb Value For Any
DTP biser!




PRODUCTS
FROM

AMIG

ROBUST METAL CASE
ANTI-CLICK AS STANDARD
SWITCHABLE ANTI-VIRUS
ENABLE/DISABLE SWITCH

WORKS WITH ALL AMK

‘OF 32-BIT RAM INSTALLED

* OPTIONAL PLCC TYPE FPU
(FLOATING POINT UNIT)
BATTERY BACKED CLOCK

INSTALLS IN MINUTES
FINGER CUT-OUT FOR EASY
INSTALLATION

* 28.8K OR 14.4K BAUD
vaus

BABT APPROVED
'REQUIRED FOR USE ON A BT UINE
MNP 2.5 AND VA%, VATBIS
ASYNC OPERATION
14.4K

213
35
éz

LOW POWER CONSUMPTION
THRU PORT FOR EXTRA DRIVES
YEAR WARRANTY

12008
AVAILABLE WITH 0, 2, 4, 8MB.

USES STANDARD 72-PIN SIMMS.

O BABT
e TN

Iz SALES HOTLINE
Wi ¢ ARD 01 322-212908

ALLAMIGAS

54 9.99

03
oprioNaL FPU

nMB

* COMPATIBLE WITH ALL AMIGAS
HIGH QUALITY SONY® DRIVE

ﬂ m e
E25S

(co0E: wioo

cooe

2MB 3

Q448 IS PCMCIA COMPATIBLE

E OVERDRIVE HDICD AT THE SAME TIME)
2600 WAITE STATE ontian
2 YEAR WARRAN]

ﬁm

cove

amB
E11:1£299.99 6

ALLAMIGAS

T Con ron oy L & S AEXY 139.99 [
PLRIY 249, [
= "z‘m;?:: .35 8

ULTRA SMOOTH 400DPI
RESOLUTION
MICRO-SWITCHED BUTTONS
AMIGA/ST SWITCHABLE

ULTRA SMOOTH QUALITY.

* IDEAL REPLACEMENT FOR YOUR (OPTICAL MECHANISM
NORMAL AMIGA 260DPI MOUSE * NOBALLTO clEANIlEPlA(E

RELIABILITY

* LOW CHIP COUNT TO IMPROVE

1 AlLacurns WTALL B mas
EAR WARRANTY

A G S

ASSIZ(_)O A5’9hﬂ+ Aggo
e

i
cloek

EA.

SY LEDGER 2
FULLY INTERGRATED AGCOUNTS SY5.
TEM WITH GENERAL LEDGER,

Please send me the fo

Product Code  Description

Name.

Address

Post Code Phone No.

CHEQUES SHOULD BE MADE PAYABLE TO WIZARD DEVELOPMENTS.

GP FAX
ALLOWS Y0U T0 SEND AND RECEIVE

SYSTEM AVAILABLE ON T FAKES USING YOUR MODEM EVEN  MUST GET THISL IT ALLOWS YOU T0 _ PROGRAM ON THE AMIGA WITH
ERSION 5 - DUE LATE DEGEMBER . DEBTORS LEDGER, CREDITORS ALLOWS YOI 0 PRINT FROM YOUR  OEFINE SOME OF YOUR RAM AS A  HUNDREDS ON NEW FEATURES LIKe
BREARS W BARAICES W PONER  \GCE STOCK NTROLpRcesoox  APLCATON (LI, - CAG D GAW NGREASE e LBHTANG ST GENGRATOR
CATURES AN, £108 COSTMGS DN oA VORDMDETH MAGESTRCAN E1e) S 0F ARD BISKRCADNG 8 VRSION 2 RS
CTATISE N SRS, Aioh,  DIRECTLYT0 THE FA DEVICE. | WRITING BY UP T0 22005 ALso
UPGRADE DETAIL. WORKS O Loy 0 ROMS vesion J,a 5”39
£49.99 £39.99 £24.99 version 20 £189.99

ICHE 2

HYPERCA IMAGE FX 2
1£ Y0U HAVE GOT A HARD DISK YOU ~ QUITE SIMPLY THE BEST GRAPHICS

retum the product within 28 days of e
01322-272908
T 1 A G OB T DAY TO DAY BY AL 0 i TO

PAY BY CHEQUE O POSTAL € RETURN ER FORM 1O -
VZARD DEVELOPWEUTS, PO BOX 49, DARTFORD, KENT DA 20M

WIZARD

eipt for a refund,

DELIVERY




This month's

System inspects /'

, reclaim the flight
.simulation crown or
= will System shoot
= them down in
flames?

gets a sneak previ




Alternative all tanked up

Alternative Software have some imminent releases for
the sports fanatics among you. Tracksuit Manager 2, the
sequel to their football management sim, is due out
5001, complete with a whole range of features including
the fadity to be able to compete in all English League
and European Cup competitions. You can arrange pre-
season friendlies, negotiate contracts and sign o sell
players. Also, you'l be able to send your scout o sign
new players both in England and Europe, and when it
gets to match day you can watch the in-games commen.
tary. Tracksuit Manager 2 will be priced at £25.99.

Their second sporty offering is Rugby League Boss, a
management game that gives you the chance to try your

hand at taking a rugby team to the top. Conference

teams, as well as First and Second Division teams, are

included 50 you can play them against each other. There

are realistc details such as injuries, substitutions, sending

offs and Sin Binnings. It promises “excitement to the very
i

And finally a very different sort of game is set for the
Amiga in the shape of Thomas Electronic Pinball which
believe it or not, is a pinball game based on the popular
children’s character, Thomas the Tank Engine. The tables
include other characters from the series too fike James
Percy and Toby, and utilses an easy control system ta
make the game accessble for younger players.

In Gremlin’s shadow

Although Gremlin's Shadow Fighter didn't have
the sort of pre-launch campaigns of ts rvals, it is
certainly making up for it now. Their recent public
ity stunt at Meadowhall Shopping Centre was a
real hit with the public who packed out the
Sheffield shopping centre to see what their new

stated

Fighter,” It also marks the amount of interest stil
in the Amiga. Mark Mattocks, Marketing Manager
s fantastic when  promotion goes as
well a this one has. Ths s the kind of event you'd
normally associate with a console product, but we.
felt that maybe people were a little quick to dis-

Manga Video have plenty of releases available at
he moment for all fans of the genre. Ninja
croll certified 18)is st in feudal Japan and
telsthe story of a Ninja, Jubei.
Expect battles i space in Macross Plus:

are based on an original novel by Yoshiko
Tanaka and comes with an episode of
Stigmata, the new comic strip by Jim Alexander
and Steve Potter.

And finally, this month sees the last episode of The Guyver Part 12
Reactivation. Sho seeks revenge on the Guyver for the death of his friends in this
last excting instalment.

Bargain hunters

Empire Interactive certainly caters for the more thrifty
among you with their budget compilations. Their latest
offering is Award Winners Platinum which comprises of
Civilization, the strategy game, Frontier: Elite 2, the popu:
lar space game and Lemmings, the much loved suicidal crit-

ters. This will be available for the bargain price of £34.99.

[

beatem-up was all about, and meet Hunter from
the Gladiators

Steve McKevitt, PR Manager for Gremlin com-
mented: “The success of this event has surpassed
al of our expectations. It's a credit to the popular-
ity of the Gladiators and the quality of Shadow

miss the Amiga

Initally we were looking at this s just a one off,
but in light of today's success we are seriously con.
sidering taking it nationwide. You can look at it as
confirmation of Gremli's continued support to an
incredibly popular platform.”

Tosiio

U
/




NAN UTD TRANSFERS F.A. PRNIER Desirable games

Tracksuit Manager 2 will provide planty of The game looks to be wel presented

US Gold’s hole in one

US Gold are planning a multi-format CD-based launch with their new golf game, World Cup Go. Five for-
mas inlcing 300 and CD32 areset o a0 what US Goldar cing o be cfar the most tchnically
advanced simulation of its kind ever to it the teve Hickman, producer for the project com-
R rtes o watad 4 omea e Tt ot ot s ot alltime and we have the opportunity to
produce a product that is way ahead of anything else on the market folks behind Football Glo

In conjunction with software house ARC Developments, the game has been created with Silicon Graphics [P ER IR ETRASY
hardware and a 30 modelling package from Wavefront Software, and accurately recreates the settings of  [RURHRSEMENIMERET TSRO Ay VPN o2 5]
Hyatt Dorado Beach in Puerto Rico where the World Cup of 1994 took place. Look forward to World Cup  [RVSSTERARUISSA R MOV SAR T
Golf in the very near future. ‘game revolves around warfare and takes place in
future space.

Strategy fans are going to love it as it contains
complex ground strategy over many different ter-

5. Three dimensional dogfights complete the
game which promises “impressive rendered
screens” and s y." Atmospl
s and fll Iflght speech saples wil dd
realism.

Also from Black Legend we can expect Voyages
of Discovery. German software house, Software
2000, have developed the game originally for the
sermae i SR I o 8
Kolumbus and it has proved popul
being released i Englln by B .m.ew.«.

Itis a complex trade simulation that takes you
back to the time of Christopher Columbus and the
days CEEontntol Bty (LN By

bl Gl counipm et ot

US Gold's mult format release, World Cup.
Gorr,

tra
‘goods. Your ultimate goal
Bowartel hnd mast wides
world.
Up to four players can take part and with the
animated sequences and realistic historical graph-
ics it promises to be an absorbing strategy game.

o the
ead empire i the

Stats amazing!

Despite bragging the most up-to-date data you
could possibly want, Premier Manager 3 has
inevitably become out-of-date - If only very
slightly! But fear not because Gremiin Interactive
have come up with a solution - The Multi Edit
System. This allows you to custormise the game to
your own liking and make it as up-to-the-minute
as possible.

Premier Manager 3 received rave reviews every-
where and even earned 80 per cent and our Gold
Award. And now for an extra £14.99 you can
ensure that you have all the current facts and fig-
ures and the game personalised to your taste

You can edit any of the players in any way from

morale and name to contract length. Maybe you
will want to rebuld the Divisions as teams get
promoted or relegated, or add European clubs
You can even alter the names of injuries your
J players get to more colourful ones! And if you

fancy redesigning your teams kit you car

It allows you to be creative with the matches
t00. Design a Super League pitting teams from the
past with teams of today - who says you have to
stick with the facts?!

¥
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seen receatly.

Sensible World of Soccer

The interaction between the tactcs and the transfers s
just briliant and in my mind SWOS is the world’ first
football game that has managed o get a perfect bal
ance between a pure arcade game and a management
simulation. | had my reservations about yet another
episode of Sensible Soccer, but I've had those firmly
destroyed because SWOS s the best Amiga game that
money can buy.

Jungle Strike

Amiga owners have waited a long

system, it could well be the best
chopper title to date.

Shadow Fighter sLauoonn 0 cicem

As far as beat-em-ups go on the Amiga, I've
been more than pleasantly surprised by
Shadow Fighter. It could go from strength to
strength after the release of the AGA version
and finally take the beat-‘em-up crown away
from games like Body Blows and Mortal
Kombat. Shadow Fighter is, quite simply,
thumping good fun

The all New World of Lemmings

Anyone who layed the origal game and ke t i
love 1o get their hands on a copy of Pya
tfeing 163 whet you might cal & (ong\omslzlmn “
old and new. The old being the original and incredibly
addictive gaming concept, the new being the
advances in graphics and sound. These two elements
combined make for a rip-roaring action-packed 90-
level puzzler that just gets better and better the more.
you play

This i my it musica ighlight of 1995 and i il
‘thanks to Core Design who have obviously got the skeleto“ Krew
inteligence to use someone who i slled at ceat
ing orgial pecs ofhighaualty music ha belong
in'the %0 The graphics are vry
impressive and it's obvious they've been created by
someone with a love for science fiction films and
comic books For people who are nterestd in stab-
bing tha fre button a5 ast a possble, Seleton
Krew coud wel b your up of s,

The stores
on the doors

A guide to how our revolutionary
scoring system works..

We're sure many of you are now familiar with our
new scoring system, but for those reading Amiga
Computing for the first time and those who might
have forgotten exactly how it works, here is our
guide to the System scoring, err system.
In our opinion, review scores have lost their con-
text as a percentage; som
which were only a few percentage short of being the
“perfect” game, when in truth they were only
o

reader-orientated review that's geared towards the
consumer.

0:20 This is given to the lowest of the low

2130 An all-round poor game that
may have a single saving grace

3140 Just below the average, perhal
let down by a few indiscretions.

41:5 Games of this score are roughly average
with 50 being a perfectly average scor

5646 This b an akove svarage game
and is worth bu X

T would be awarged the SHONZE
award.

67:77 A game of high quality that

Anything of this i
awarded the SILVER award.

brilliant title. Definitely
worth buying and almost the defini-
tive of its kind. This type of game
would receive the GOLD award.

its genre, This benchmark title
 the PLATINM tite




Multimedi
Toolkit CD'

CO

NTETH.,T S e

ONLY £19.95

fange of computers.

CLIP ART CD

Over 550megs of Clip At for Amiga

The most comprehensive
e

collection of Clip

EPS, Pagesetter,

the

Amiga range of computers. In total
over 26,000 files.
formats are catered for, B&W Iff
| Bitmap, Coloured Iff Bitmap, Proclips.
Pagestream, IMG,
Corel Draw and coloured brushes for
DPaint Al ready to use and easily

The following

accessible in subject directories.

A complete CD dedicated to Fonts for the Amiga
Also PC compatible. The

following formats are catered for, Adobe, CG Fonts,
Coloured,  Postscript,

Pagestream, Truety

Prodraw, IFF,
pe, Calamus and GDOS. Adding

PCX,

4p 10 the most complete CD of Fonts for the Amiga

e Network CD sets

CONTENTS
Pamet & Semet
NComm & Term
Twin Express
Fred Fish 80010 975
Amos PD 478 t0 603
74 Utility Disks
PhotoCD Conversion
500 Images in 256 cols.

Network CD £ 14.99
CD™ Cable £ 19.95
Parnet Cable £9.99

The €D32 or CDTV acts as a rem:

ever. In total over 18,000 files
All ready to use and easily accessible in type
directorics.

ket of the CT

ets up a Wor
10 be chan;

900 directories.

SIMPLE NETWORKING TOOLS FOR AMIGA CD

2 CDTV or
te drive f
 CD Rom
)32 and ¢

CONTENTS OF CLIPART CD
15,000 -+ Mono Bitmap & 1300 Coloured

1500 EPS, 6900 IMG, 93 P:
200 Pagestream, 86 Proclips.
98 Printshop and 640 Brushes for ¢ Dy

CONTENTS OF FONTS CD
2000+ Adobe & CG Fonts with PS Fonts
500 Bitmap, 190 Coloured, 240 ff
139 Pagestream, 24 Prodraw, 500 Tructype

132 PCX, 300 GDOS & 230 Calamus Fonts CD

AMIGA & PC Compatible Only £9.99 cict

your Amiga, allowi

Clip Art CD &

F Rovlaadon Cos
Leice
Lece LEA25E



the wire cutters

At Chaprs homm ou' hve o gt past
gt your

the police

o o e ikimpoctant Sos caridge

2 ook around the church and examine.
the romains. Tako the hand with the ring on
and place it within your inventory

sedat th

The concluding part of System's twe-part guide
on how to complete Empire’s biood 'n’ guts
xiravaganza. Jonathan Maddock makes his
way through the final gury stages just for you.

hree down. three to go. After

Killing Sartani you'll be trans-

ported back to the Dreamweb.

Talk to the Keeper and he'll

tell you what your next objec-
tive is. Make your way out of the
web by placing your hands on the
correct stone door. Use your key on the
plinth and you'll be back in your own
dimensior

You'll find yourself in a car park,
where you must find the van.with
tarpaulin in the back of it. Take the
wire cutters from the back of the vehi-
cle and then have a look in your inven-
tory. Read the papers that you stole
from Sartani’s briefcase. This document
will tell you the whereabouts of
Chapel and Underwood,

First go to Chapel's house. find and
talk to the policeman. Chapel's house
has been bombed, but you must find a
way in. Make your way back to the
other screen and then examine and use
the wall. Among the destruction you'l

B

find a picture of a church and more
importantly, a blue cartridge. Take this
network cartridge and go back to your
flat.

Once you've made this journey, use
your freshly-acquired cartridge inside
your network console. Logon as
Beckett and enter ‘Septimus’ as
your password. Read what's on the car-
tridge and you'l find out where the
church

Leave your flat and go to the church
Once there you'll find your way
blocked by a gate, but if you use the
wire cutters on it you'l be able to enter
the forecourt. You can try and open
the wooden doors, but you'l find that
they're locked, 5o leave the church for

Head back to Eden's flat and pick up
an empty mug from the kitchen and
leave, Underwood's boathouse is your
next port of call. Once you're there,
examine the pipe in the water and
then use it with the empty mug. At the

top of the screen there are some rail-
ings. Examine them and you'll be able
to pick up a broken shard of railing,
Walk right and you'll be able to see the
boathy

SECURITY

If you use the balcony at this point
you'll activate the security system, get a
laser blast through the stomach and it
be game over. Examine the metal plate
at the top of the screen. Use the metal
plate and Ryan will brush off some of
the sand to reveal an electrical junction

ox
Use the metal plate with the railing

Wander around the co

ridor compiex picking up th
2 ther pace them I th cat to in acss 1o the pries

Dreamweb Part 2

and the junction box will open. Use
your mug filled with water on the box
and the security system will short-circuit
and explode. You can now use the hole
1o climb up on o the balcony. Find the
hole in the window and climb through
it10 enter the boathouse.

You'll find Underwood crawling
along the floor in some considerable
pain as half her body is missing. Talk to

shoating her in the head with your
gun. Her soul wil enter your body and
once again you'll be transported o0 the
Dreamweb.




Make your way south to the bottom of the

‘Remove the

1SYSTEMee

jse.
ox & Once inside the Dreamweb talk 10 the
uit & Keeper and he'l tell you what your
ole & next objective is. Locate the correct
he  stone door and once again use your
gh & key on the plinth to be transported

back to Earth. This time; when you
ng & awake you'll find yourself further
e & along the beach. This might be an
to & ideal time to have a look at your
12§ ioventory and see which objects you
by § don't need anymore. Most of the spe
ur & diic items you've used previously (ie.
nd & keycards, passcards) can be thrown
S

G0 back o the church and you'l
find that the doors are, miraculously,

both candlesticks and the white coth
off the altar. Try and use the altar and
t just won't budge. Examine the hole
1 the altar and youl see that a hand
il it inside

Walk back to the remains and take
the bony hand from the body. Use this
hand on the altar and then use the
afta fself. With a great deal of effort,
Ryan will shove the altar out of the
way, revealing a hole in the fioor.

Go down the hole and examine the
tomb. Use it and the lid wil pull back
10 reveal two red crystas, a dagger
and a rock. Take all of these
tems. There is a jar
beside the tomb,
have a look
nside it
and

y

othing there, in
“head northwards

you'll find another
red aystl.
There is a stone design
behind you on the ioor with three
holes i it Place the thee red cystals
into the appropriate holes and a hic
den door will open allowing you to
Ieave the tomb. Have a look around
the corrdor and you see that your way
isblocked by a gate
Head to the top of the corridor and
examine the satue. Use thestatue and
a puzzle will appear in front of your
eyes. You must rotote the symbols to
match the one which appears on your

spokes jutting out from i, while the
bottom half i a plain semi-irde.

Once you've matched the two sym
bols, correctly push the crystal in the
t0p of the statue. You'l hear the gate
open in the distance. Walk through
the gate and to the end of the
corridor. You'll find a door
at the bottom left
of the screen
which

requires a triangular key of some kind.

Go up and you'll find a trolley.
Walk around the corridor complex and
you'll see loads of rocks scattered
around. Pick them up ~ there should
be eight (including the one from the
tomb) i all. Once you've found them
all, place them n the troley.

Use the trolley and Ryan wil give it
an almighty push and it'l fly off the
screen towards the door. The screen
will shake and you'll hear a crash.
Walk down towards the door and
you'l find that it's now open. Walk
through the door and head through
the left-hand passage and up the
stone steps.

You'll find the priest, but he's
already changed from human form
into something else and all you
can find are.his alien—_4
How

your gun to end her miserable pain-riddied ife

your attention must now
turn to Beckett the
psychopath
Force yourself through &
the small hole which lies
directly to your right. You'll |
find yourself in a storeroom,
move left and somehow you're
iow Tnside a subway. Go Upwards and
make your way on 1o the actual train
track. Head north until you find a gap
in the left-hand wall. Go through it |
and you'l bump into Beckett. |
After talking to the madman he will |
try to kill you. Run back towards the §
door and lure Beckett on to the train |
track. A subway train will run him over
and you'll be whisked off to the
Dreamweb for the last time. Al that's
left to do s st back and watch the end
sequence because you've now.com-
pleted the adventure.

The final encounter in
Dreamweb involves # stan
off betwean the peychopath

ckott and yourself

COCATION:
DISUTED STOREROOM




When Diggers finally arrived people expected
some kind of graphics and music spectacular and
unfortunately, although Diggers looks good it
isn't that good!

Bizarrely, a lot of people made comparisons
between Diggers and the legendary game of
Lemmings, all of which were terribly unjust
Diggers may have looked like Psygnosis' suicide:
athon due to the size of the characters, but in
terms of gameplay it was a completely different
matter altogether. Millennium's dig-'em-up was

success, and aithough it was packaged free with the
D32 it didn't do amazingly well in the sales depart
ment. This is a real shame because everyone at System
liked it, especially the soundtrack - a wonderful
chilled-out ambient masterpiece, making it a very
relaxing game to play.

Millennium have returned to the CD32 once more.
They've got a copy of Extractors clutched in their
sweaty mitts and hopefully this time around, more
gamers can experience the sequel to one of the most
under-rated games ever created.

hen Diggers arrived on the small screen m g E
in late 1993 | took to it like a duck to Cl
Weatse, but what about sverybiody else? 5 i =
Gamers expectations had been raised B §sEE .
due to the fact that this was the first certainly more cerebral, plus you had the advantage of L == = =
Broduct o sppeat on the D12 Sl abia s WhEtever s Woanted o e to the X = g igs
No amount of good reviews or advertising open structure of the game. £ -2 R
could've competed with that amount of hype.  Originality alone should've been the ke to Diggers EEEEEEE

Or'S

One of Diggers best features was its blissful
ambient soundtrack. It was the best piece of
music Id heard all year and I'd quite happily
let the game play on ts own just to listen to

sownme |
Extractors i set 150 years on from
the original game. At this time, a
race of creatures perfectly evolved
for the job of igging appeared from
some distant planet. The Zargonian
Mineral Trading Authority saw this
vich opportunity arise and immedi-
ately employed them to extract
jewels and fuel from the planet

The newly employed aliens
worked so well that soon the mines
became exhausted and it began to
cost the ZMTA more money than
they had bargained for. There were,
Iuckily, a fow more places where the
fand was ich in jewels and fuel - the
Floating Lands.

These huge masses are inhabited
by the Flinar], a peaceful race who
built machines to allow their land to
float in the sky to avoid being con-
stantly attacked by the Quarriors.
ZMTA tried to take the lands by
force, but they're protected by an
enormous shield

The shieldis powered by 24 gener-
ators, all of which have to be
destroyed to enable the ZTA access
0 the lands. You must travel from
floating world to world, finding and
destroying the shield generators
while, a the same time, successfully
mining enough fuel and cash in
orderto get to the nextfand

t.

Musicaly, Extractors isn't quite as dazzling
as ts original counterpart. There isn't a spe
ific tune that plays while you do, but there
are a number of sound effects that add a

There's a fair amount of speech within the

exactly what's out of stock. The animated
introduction also includes some digitised
narration which makes the game seem.
almost like a fairy-tale.

To sum up the sound, in some aspects i's
far better than the original game, but in oth-
ers it's far worse. The indlusion of more high-
quality digitised speech is a definite plus
point, but the loss of the chill-out soundirack
is  big thumbs down.

The new minimalist themes within the
game are OK, but they're nowhere near as
good as the original soundtrack and due to
this little factor Extractors has lost some of
its atmosphere.

A System remedy is at hand though
Switch on your CD player, slap on The Orb's
‘Adventures Beyond The Ultraworld or Future
Sound of London's Lifeforms and hey presto,
instant ambient atmosphere.

)




Extractors, as it did last time around, uses 256 colours throughout the whole game. Even
static ttle screens are very impressive — even more so than the ones found in the original
ce at the page to adire just how good they are!

Other graphical features include six totally different terrain types, each with its own
st of animations, colour cycing effects and parallaxed backgrounds. These varied levels
are all easy on the eye and they're so distincive that it feels as though you're playing an
entirely new game everytime you progress onto the next level

Millennium were the first company to use digitised sequences of film within their
g L e D e R o

leve

These rendered seq Il created usin
D32 owmerswha o he Full Moton Videocartdge will ge the s ot of thesean-
mations, but having sid that, they do look quite good without the need for the add-on.

The game certainly ooks a ot sharper and more colourful than its original counter-
part. Overall | can do nothing but compliment the graphic artss for the
superb work they ve done on Extractors

Hey, | remember you, weren't you

e

ey

1 loved Diggers, but due to the type of game it was
(is7) you had to use that part of your body called your
brain, | know it wasn't a mindlessly violent shoot-‘em-
Keningly cute platformer, and | know it
rom 20 minutes 10 an hour to com-

the training level, new characters and the healthy
It e ook ol SR i
Extractors a highly polished p

There e Herdly thonsands S oo
e A g R e
youl tire of easily. It is fairly e get into
t and not mmnmg seems slnlghm:rward

at

erally blew me away cue //AANTEGHAN
10 the time of the release

€032, and although tech. ¥ )
nically Extractors is a far  + $
better game, it stll won't be

2 piece of software that'll .

plete a level, but this was no reason
from our gaming world, never to be seen or heard of
again,

Diggers had it faults though. The levels were a bit
100 open-ended and left you wandering about,some-
times cluelessly, for ages. Extractors i different -

several specific tasks to achieve and
s i g 1 N T 7 e
focused and enjoyable to play. New features'such as

but
sadi) and you'll grow to like
B e xhe CD32 only, s its

extractors s graced with some f the
best graphics I've ever seen for this type of game and

manm Lu<kny A1200 ana Aam owners with a
D-ROM drive will also be able to
explne«(! e wonderil wrlds s ik teir CD32.

LA Digors ertves o R ab R A I

than you can possibly cope with.
Fans of Diggers will no doubt be interested in
Extractors, but | hope that Millennium gain a few
more fans through this release and people don't

ignore it this time around.
== )




he best has just got even better! It

sounds a bit of a sweeping state-

ment to make but believe me it's

true. Gremlin Interactive’s excellent

beat-'em-up arrived in the office a

couple of months back and we were

‘gobsmacked by it then. Then this morn

ing we got a mysterious brown envelope. No it

wasn't Gareth's usual supply of Foreign Art’

magazines either, it was in fact Shadow
Fighter, enhanced for the A1200 and AG000.

Now the original received 90 per cent and a

Platinum Award, which believe me, we don’t

hand around lightly; so it had to be some-

thing really special to get this. Not only that,

t in the same issue it beat off its

Publisher: Grem

controts work well

challenger, Mortal Kombat 2, by a thumping
10 per cent. Why? you may ask. Then read on.
The story behind Shadow Fighter isn't all

that original but it gives an aim to the game.
To cut a long story short, the Shadow Fighter
was a 17th century Samurai who got a little
on the greedy side. After killing off some of
his own kind, his punishment for his bad
deeds was eternity as one of the walking
dead. Needless to say, he starts to regret this
a bit and announces a challenge to any
fighter to see if they can beat his formidable
fighting skill.

Tina “couldn’t knock the
skin off a Rice Pudding”
Hackett looks at
Gremlin's beat-'em-up.

Al the 17 characters
ook amazing and are
very original

The joystick

There isn't a great deal of difference between
this version and the original as regards sound.
This is because there doesn't need to be.
Shadow Fighter has an extremely strong sound:
track with plenty of variety. It doesn't just stop
at one tune throughout either ~ the fights are
accompanied with a variety of music. Loud,
pounding tunes and a fast dance track ft in well
with the pace.

The sound effects are the usual yelps and
thumps but they work well enough ~ and there
s quite a nice electrocution effect!

Although Shadow Fighter may not have looked
as hot s s rival, it really surpassed them in the
playability department. And now even this
slight grumble has been more than rectified
256 colour graphics really enhance the look of
the game and detai, in both the backdrops and
the characters, add enormously to th visuals.

| must admit, | liked the graphical sty of the
original anyway. It wasn't as gory as Mortal
Kombat 2 (although it did have the option to
turn blood effects on and off) but the Special
Moves made up for this. High, lightning kicks,
electrocutions and slick throws and punches
looked spectacular, and it just an extra bonus

at this can be seen in full AGA
glon. BB"ln

Never trust the quiet ones, that's what my Mother
told me anyway. And in ths case its true. The big,
brash Mortal Kombats, Rise of the Robots and
Shag-Fus were backed by huge advertising cam-
paigns, shouting the odds. But it was the quiet one
in the comer that came along and had these other
featherweights begging for mercy.

hadow Fighter really was the surprise con-
tender that stole the show. And now if you're
lucky enough to have an A1200 or A4000, an

enhanced version can be yours

The joystick controls work like a dream and spe-
cial moves are easy to carry out after a ltte prac-
tice, This provides fongevity and unlike some other
beat-"em-ups, they don’t require a ridiculous
amount of manoeuvres to wor

‘Another nice addition is Pupazz - the training
puppet. This allows you to try all your moves
before you get battered in the real thing! The
many different fighters wil keep you battling for a
fong time yet and with a data disk containing eight
new fighters in the offing, you're promised hors

of entertainment. i T
Shadow Fighter excels A M
in all departments. The 3 AT U g

RD..

added bonuses in this

version, such as being i,

hard disk installable and

having enhanced graphics, make this a highly rec-
‘ommended titl. Its a credit to NAPS and Gremlin
that they have found a way to cater for both
the AS00 and the A1200, and whatever your
machine I strongly advise you 1o go out right now,
and buy it

mn
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dmittedly, 'm not the world's great-

est puzzle fan. In fact, when Rubik's

Cubes were in | lost it completely and

ended up peeling off all the coloured squares
‘order to solve the darn thing. So | felt a I

e dauntad whe this latas puaste offering
jed courtesy of Psygnos
espie dlsturbing memoriss of pointiess,

antly surprised | was too... this one had a

point to it

PLAYABI

X-IT is without a doubt a pure
puzzler. The object is to escape
each of the mazes by using the
blocks. Each type has different
properties that will either help or
hinder you and you'll have to fig:
ure out how to use them to your
advantage

Each level has a time limit and a
different temperature which may
affect the blocks. For example, an
ice block in a hot level must be
used quickly before it melts. Some
stages have bombs which explode
in a certain time, and you have to
move the bomb to where you
want it to explode to gain the
most beneficial effect

The blocks all have different
weights t0o, 5o with 3 Light
weight one you won't have a
problem pushing two around at
the same time, but a medium one
can only be pushed on its own.
Heavy blocks can only be moved
with wheels.

Other blocks include Magnets
which repel steel blocks in the
opposite direction, and teleport
blocks which allow you to trans-
port blocks to other areas, This is
all straightforward enough - until
you come across the obstacles.
Glue, for instance, wil stop some
blocks passing, Radiation blocks
are dangerous and should be
avoided, and Ice makes blocks
difficult o control

Finally the bonus game is a
great diversion where you get to
fly your shuttle pod up to the
spacecraft 10 reach the next level,
collecting as many extra points
you can

Kot s most s T e
lements are introduced gradually

The bombs come in handy for destroying.
obstacies that get in the way.

Hold on, bear with me. It a bit of a strange one
thi. Billis your regular kind of guy. That is until he
walks back from the fish and chip shop and comes
face to face with an alien who whisks him back to a
spaceship.

The aliens want to carry out an experiment on
Bil 5o they can find out vital information about

inteligence (or lack of it) on Earth. f it turns out he
is rather on the dim side, they Il invade Earth - if not
the planet of Ursa Minor Gamma, whose inhabitants.

their traps i the alotted time - if he doesn't then
Earth will be doomed.

GRAPHICS

X-T isn't the most graphically advanced of titles but
considering the nature of the game, it doesn't need to
be - I mean how much can you actually do to make a
visually amazing block game?

he overhead view is effective in showing all the
action and the graphics clearly show what's going on.
The sprite, although quite dinky, shows some nice

the main screen s uncluttered, leaving you free to
concentrate on gameplay.




Ice locks in warm levels have to
e used quickly before they melt

4%

Tina Hackett dons her
thinking cap as she takes a
Iook at Psygnosis’ new
puzzier. “Just send me to a
home for the bewildered”
she cried as they strapped
her into a straight jacket.

Okay, | wasn't allthat fond of puzzlers. A lot of them are just
100 repetitive, but for some strange reason | enjoyed X-IT. It's
just one of those games that has elusive quaities to make you
et e TE o e RS I
frereiog hatie iy

Goms Ieve), a6 mentoned befos, s 8 i aton
because it gvm you a break from all the puzzling - it gives
your brain a welcome rest! A password system i also a very
'g00d (and necessary) addition. This one i particularly helpful

if you get stuck on a particular part you can skip it and go
back later ~ there are o iritating dead ends which leave you
stranded while your brain franticaly ticks away.

AT may ot be the most astonishing game in the universe

the like by any means, but it's g
to see something that goes a lot
further

Watch out for lectrc ties -
they could give a nasty shock

Pabisher: Psygasis
Deveiper Bila esign Sysems
Disks: 2

Price: £26.99

eare: uzier

Hard disk install: No

Gontral: Juystiek/Keybaard
00/1200
89000 wpvarts

made an exceptional ttle.

but what o lacks in
graphics ar
effects, it more than

keep even the most expert of puz-
2lers occupied for a good wiile.

The puzzles start off easily, gradually ntroducing the dif-
ferent elements of the game, but at the hardest level things
get really tough! It's not a game that can be rushed
through in five minutes fiat but at the same time, it has a
very satisfying progress lev.

Puzzle fans will love this, and even if you aren't - well,
e R
fact, I'm off for

s



ilm licenses always raise a fair
amount of cynicism - there

have been so many disap-
pointments in the past that

it's hardly surprising. How
when news of this latest release
reached the office our hopes were
raised - this one at least sounded as if

it would be something differe

the know will have realised

from the title that this is based on the
Japanese cult animation, Akira. It is a
futuristic story set in Neo-Tokyo after
World War

But is it going o be a new kind of
film license or follow in the footsteps
of its unfortunate predecessors?

k |
This month we have a game of a Japanese flavour. Is it sushi or
just a piece of rotting haddock? Tina Hackett sniffs it out

The motorbike section raises some excitement

Theplatformer evesaret il hat oignal

To say | was disappointed
would be an understatement

Because of the reputation of

the film for its top quality

animation, | was expecting

something quite special. This falls

far short of even half-way decent.

The game starts with a very impressive (if
rather short) animation which works well, and then we're
into the game. You immediately realise there is something
very wrong because the main sprite is tiny and really could
be absolutely anyone - even though you can play Kenada
and Tetsuo, two central characters from the film.

Some of the nightmare scenes with the toys and rabbit
creatures have been included, but the original horror has
gone completely and it now seems quite laughable. The
graphics have lost their distinctive Akira style and look very
basic and dated. Some of the backdrops would look at
home in any typical cliché platformer and the atmosphere
from the film s lost.

To its credit though, before each section there is an
excellent animation taken from the actual film. These build

Publisher nteruational Computer Ftertainmest
Deveiper: InHouse

Diss: 1C0/3 disks.

Price: CO: £20.88; isks: £24.89

Geare: Platformer

Harddisk install: N0

Cantrol ysten: Jysticdoypad

Supports: Al Amigas (1Mb)

Recanmended: 8000 upwards/C032

The game has had quite a big build up and because it bore the
name Akira, | really was expecting a good title. All hopes were
well and truly dashed 'm afraid. The graphics are poor and the
gameplay doesn't work as wellas it should.

Different aspects of the film have been incorporated to provide
a varied playing style: The motorbikes give an obstacle course
obective, he sewers tet your pioting Sils 2 you ﬂy around

the

relaxing and does nothing to raise
adrenaline.
You can play with either sound effects

o music though, which | have to say is a
blessing. The sound effects are quite
acceptable though. The motorbike on the

used for mote of the usal pltformer ok fic ey great
concept but it just didn't come

T evels ate desighed to provide masimun fristration rther
than just longevity, and it wasn't long before  was tearing my hair
out. To those who persevere I sure some enjoyment could even-
ually be gleaned, but quite frankly | wasn't that way incined. The
in-game music made me feel drowsy, the poor graphics became
tedious and | felt rather cheated by itall.

1 wanted to like the game. It sounded new and original but
unfortunatly it wasn'.f you'e a true Aia fan you'l ey the
dips
et Ullebiot b it

have been exploited to the full. A shame.

106 s




said about ever "
ing, very impressive.” » TS M. is one of . I
il bemadethis way: | TS M. th o i
nwsgamsrvemﬂaydl‘ acks

® LOADS AND LOADS OF FEATURES, HERE'S JUSTAFEW] @ USE YOUR SCOUTS AND YOUTH SCOUTS TO SEARCH FOR
NEW TA

© ALL ENGLISH LEAGUE AND CUP COMPETITIONS JEW TALENT IN ENGLAND AND AROUND EUROPE Apoes:
'ALL THE MAIN EUROPEAN CUP COMPETITIONS  TRANSFER LIST OR FINE PLAYERS FOR MISCONDUCT OR
PLAY

 UP TO DATE PLAYER LISTINGS J
o e AL T Al e ® KEEP AN EYE ON THE 108 NEWS FOR VACANCES AT
D COMPETE AGANSTYOURFIENDS T0 SEE WHO MW @ Aﬁmg m SEASONFENDLES To GUAGETHE
E CUP OR BE LEAGUE CH STR (OUR SQUAD BEFORE THE SEASON STARTS
> cnms YOUR OWN SQUAD or mvms FROMTHEUPTO smu A pwm ‘ON LOAN OR LOAN A PLAYER TO
DATE LISTINGS ANOTHER CLUB

© EXCITING IN GAME COMMENTARY
artment TSW, nis 5 Ponteac, West Yorkshire, WS 208 Facsle: 01977 790243
s produc s not enorsed by any ootsll authrity, officl team o player.
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INTRODUCTION

he noble sport of tenpin
oty s & gueim of est
ination. You want

tenpin world bowling champi
onship was or

they didn't knock all the pins
down with two balls.

By this time | was getting more

arm to let the ball go hurtling
dnwn the alley for a certain strike,
managed to actually throw the

el ity
Makat b s the facple s
not

Th st rame and the i aen il et
up just begging (o be smashed.
o vt 6t o o s

Time to et my computer friend have his go. How
do 1 know this? Well, there’s a lttle CPU in the
lefthand comer of the screen, that’s how!

K1ng P1n

Just ke the reai thing, the

Anyone expecting a top-notch quaity movie soundirack,
a raging dance tune o just about any good tune you can
think of to appear in Kingpin may as well give up now
and go home.

A game like this demands a certain type of musical
backing. A cheesy tune is equired and Kingpin's musical
introduction s just about pure Gorgonzola. It's not my

10 the game
because what Kingpin lacks in musical taste is more than

made up for in the sound effects department. Sit back
and turn up your TV/monitor 5o you can let your ears take
inall the sounds.

Hark, you can hear other tenpin games going on in the
background and even announcements from the recep-
tionist can be heard. Best of all is when you eventually get
to throw your ball down the alley. Listen as your ball its
the polished wooden floor, rolls towards the pins and
smashes them all over the place.

The sound effects are all absolutely brilliant and
can't praise them enough as they give Kingpin oodles
of atmosphere.

O




SYSTEMe

GRAPHICS Touches such as the abilty o change the colour of
your bowing shirt aren'tthat intereting, but they

Take a quick peek at the screenshots dotted around all add up to show that a fair amount of effort has
the page. On the surface everything looks quite been spent on the product.
bland, but that s preciely the beauty and point of _ Although it shouldn't be in this particular bos,
the graphics. Bland might not be the right word there is a rather fine replay option which can b
because the actual backgrounds and sprites are accessed right after you have struck some pins
well drawn and ft into this type of game perfectly. down, by holding down the fire-button for a cou
What | mean is Kingpin doesn't have fancy ren- ple of seconds. Lovingly re-created in slow motion,
dered graphics displayed in 256 colours to distract  this feature gives you ideal opportunity to brag
you from the all-mportant gameplay. What you about your stikes and spares in great detail. The
see before you could be described as looking graphical element added to thisfeature isa terific
slightly plain, but it lets you get on with the job of  white 'R which fashes i the corner of the sreen.

knocking down pins which is what the game is all See, I'm boring you now. Basically, the players
bout are well-animated, the pins ook good, espedially
1t's fairly hard to tell you about the graphical close-up, and the screen is uncluttered and well

side of things when there isn't much to explain.  presented.

Strike a light, I'm going spare. Team 17
nother

have pinned me down with
budget offering that’s bound to bowl
me over. Jonathan Maddock continues

with the sad gags and takes a look ksl A
e cone ting . B e e eyl e
bl ol poesdpdey il e

Tengin bowingt an ndooe sport whch s becare popuar e
North Americ: % n sitie. th obiect s o bow 8 ball dow T R EEEE
an alley at pins (ten as opposed to nine in skittles). The game is. — N R "
] o bt e

Nt otk i oo b e T i the
bowles o t play and n each frame he or she may bow
oice:One point s core or sach pi knocked down, with
o poits or knecing o e pins Gown i e one bal o
two (strike or a spare). The player or team making the greater
e rne

i G o bieie wa e 1 Aimrics by Dt
imigrantsn the 17thconur. B the end o the 198h centur, t
e vy popular a5 8 gambing gameon the streets of New York
Consacart, the sarme wes oolwed and infactthe Gt pin
‘was added just to get round the law.

I'm happy to report that Team 17 have struck again. For just

under £13 | challenge you to find a game that performs as well
as Kingpin. It may not boast graphics that blow the mind away
or tunes that make your ears bleed, but it sports a superb array
of sound effects and most important of all, it is packed full of &

Publisher: Team 17

Sevioer: Team 17 topnotch quality gameplay and addiction
ks 1 I've been talking about the bog-standard game of Kingpin, but
it thre are plenty of optons sch as the spares game where you have
Price: 1288 o hit a singl pin - thissharpens up your bowiing accuracy. Multi-layer
games work Just as wel s the single game and you can play against other humans or the
ee: Spart sin computer. These features all go to give the game that bit of extra lfe to stop you from
getting bored.
Harddisk nstall: No Even if you don't like tenpin bowling you're going to get a lot of satisfaction out of Team
Contral system: Joystick 17's latest offering. It's not one of those games you'll play for hours and hours on end, but if
Jou ever nee o play something for a short perod oftime then [m sure you' be reaching for
Supars:A500/800, M2DO/AO00 | ingoin Vet another superb succssforthe Teamsters and s there anyone out there wh is

Recanmendid: 68000 prepared to give them a good run for their money?
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PREMERSHP,

The continuous news flashes keep you
up to date with ailthe latest goings on

00000

ot 00 and will make accessing options easy. From here
you wil have al sorts of features to take your team to
the top.

Simple drop-down menus allow you to take charge
easily and icon selection s only a dick of the mouse but:
ton away, It sounds pretty trivial but it's going to make
the game far more accessible - who needs to plough
half way through a game to found out al the ital facts

{1l also notice that the difficulty level has been
increased. Being manager now means having to make
sure your team's morale doesn‘t flag. f you leave players
out of the team too long or don't renew contracts you
may find players not reaching their potential. A random
element has been included however, so players dropped
10 the reserves may see their fitness improve - it il pay
to keepa close eye on al the squad.

The compuiter teams are more inteligent too and will
make use of this feature. They wil select better forma-
tions and have shrewder
tactics, such as time wasting,

ootball crazy, football mad, we've so many
footy management games. Is the most we've
ever had.” See, it rhymes. And it' also true
There are so many different football games on

the Amiga now you may be wondering if we
need yet another - especially another manage-
ment one. Well,we do!

Football is forever changing ya know, and to be on
the leading edge you have to constantly update yer
products, incorporating al the new teams, all the new
features and anything else you can cram . Let us remi
nisce...Championship Manager, Premier Manger,
Tracksuit Manager, On the Ball, Tactical Manager.
Million of them, and they breed. Data disk follows data
disk, update after update. And necessary they are too,
because at the rate football moves on, you have to have
allthe latest facts and figures.

\nd very soon there will be another one damouring
for your cash. Talking Birds, the development team
behind Tactical Manger, have taken heed of what you,
the players, think and have added a multitude of
innovative ideas to thei sequel.

Firstly, Tactical Manager 2 looks slightly different
from the norm. Take Manga and mix it with Manager
and this is what you get! The characters used add a
really nice and original touch with a Manga-esque style
and cartoony effects. The main action screen is well set

shirts you can move them to exactly the position you
want them in (within logical limits). Many other etais,
like the facility to enter your own pool forecast or
check on last week's coupon, will lease stas fars.

Scouting for new players is easy too. A detailed
breakdown of the player s given so you'll have all the
info needed to make your decision. Then you put in
your bid and see if it accepted. Remember though,
that top players are unlikely to accept offers from
smaller clubs.

many cup and league matches can be easily
accessed and you'll have to bear in mind that in the
European competitions and challenge matches, five
subs are on the bench (with two available) and the
three foreigner rule applies. League Cup winners
automatically get a place in Europe.

Match highiights can now be printed out and shows
man of the match and attendance. A full summary
after each match gives you facts such as possession,
shots at goal and the like. The full breakdown helps
you plan fture maches consider your teamisprogess
and spot

l and their choice of substitu
= Those who played the
original will remember the
inter-manager cheat. Don't
expect lfe to be so easy this
time! This allowed a human
player to sell a player under
value to an accomplice, to
boost his bank balance
Now if you sell a player too
high you are likely to get a
capital gains tax bill but if
you sell oo low, joining this
club later lands you with
an extra legal bill - so now
this little trick becomes
completely pointless

The shirt selection system
makes selecting the line-up
easier. By dlicking on the

Tactical Manager 2is hrmg published by Black
Legend and will be out very s00n - footy management
fans everywhere are gonna love it

Watch your team progress and st tatics accorcingly

anager 2

aoaL Keeoen

sTeve peans

notice the cartoon characters

Check their stats before you buy.
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AMIGA CD

CRITICAL ZONE PACK - WITH 7 CO TITLES

32.sn SYSTEM
= 7 GD TITLES E

© 32-BIT POWER
® BUILT-IN DUAL SPEED CD-ROM DRIVE Eorcagi
© 16.8 MILLION COLOURS
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* 11 BUTTON CONTROLLER
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* OPTIONAL SX1 COMPUTER MODULE

© OPTIONAL FULL SCREEN VIDEO CD MODULE
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Europress Software is i
Britain’s leading pro-
ducer of educational &
productivity programs
for the Amiga.

Pictured here is the
full range of packages '
currently available -
' home learning programs
y for under-fives upwards
to the top-selling suite
of home/business tools.
L All designed to make
the fullest use of the
power of your Amiga.
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hese days it seems that computer flight

simulations are becoming more compli-

cated and more technologically

advanced than the aircraft they're sup-

posed to be simulating. Graphics of the

highest quality and realistic sound effects

place you right in the middie of the action and

childhood dreams of becoming an ace fighter
pilot are finally fulfilled.

are are a company that have

Skies and Overlord, have been lusted after and
consumed by thousands of flight sim aficiona-
dos. This is thanks to Rowan’s expertise in get-
ting the right mix between high-class, realistic
graphics and solid, addictive gameplay.

f the more aware gamers might be
wondering what I'm blathering on about as
Reach for the Skies and Overlord were not
exactly the best flight sims to ever appear on
the Amiga. It's because | was talking about the
wonderful PC versions which are far superior to
their bugged Amiga counterparts.

There are probably far too many reasons and
not enough space in the magazine to explain
why the PC versions are so much better, but as

we all know, the Amiga is capable of producing
some of the best games in the world.
Rowan Software, in conjunction with Empire,

skilled to fly an aircraft and cheat death in it at
the same time.
I've got my fingers crossed that Rowan
B i
ing because I, for one, haven't played a
G4 s ol v it i ot

European Powers (Germany, Austra-
Hungry and their allies) and the
Triple Entente (Britain, the British
Empire, France, Russia and their
ales).

it broke out on 28th June 1914 as

then in April 1917 the United States
of America entered the war. On the

Germany, ending Russian participa:
tion in the war.

Out on the Western front,
Germany began a final offensive. In
April the Alles appointed the French
Marshal Foch supreme commander,
but by June (when the first US troops
went into battle) the Allies had lost
all gains since 1915, and the Germans
were on the River Marne,

The battle at Amiens marked the
launch of the victorious Alied offen-
sive. German capitulation began with
naval mutinies at Kiel, followed by

11th November the armistice was
signed.

On the 18th June 1919 the peace
treaty of Versailles was completed.
The USA signed a separate peace
agreement with Germany and
Austriain 1921

1t's estimated that 10 million lives
were lost and twice that number
were wounded in the first world war.

pilot
that can guide his aircraft into 2 barr
batloa and end s misson n hat Kind f stye

Graphically, Dawn Patrol isn't going to be able to match
the PC version for sheer quaity, but | have to admit that
Rowan Software have done a mighty fine job and
excelled themselves in the polygon department.

‘The external shots of the dog fighting planes are very
impressive and the various planes have been reproduced
as accurately as possible. As per Usual you can view the.
sctonfrom any andleand g vy coa o the

and
where it played its part in WW1 history

from the book, but it
Mol Wi

down and carefully explained to
you in a manual, but thanks to the interactive Dawn

ics taken from the game, to actually see the move

e high level of detail is also worthy of a mention.
The majority of action in Dawn Patrol is fought primarily
in the sky 5o you'd think the ground details would be
skipped over. Well, you'd be very wrong because even
things like field guns are well done, even though you're.
o oy tg1e e it i ooy

‘One of Dawn Patrof’s more interesting and very useful
e S R e ch e i game is
structured around. You can select pilots and missions

novel and innovative idea helps beginners and

wens Sl to apron e g il and o 680
ould be applauded from the rooftops.

As far as World War 1 flight simulations go, Dawn
Patrol has just taken first place in the looks handicap hur-
dle chase, but remember most of the time you wil be, or
at least should be looking

i3




ves,

phrases, none of which you'll find in
Jonathan Maddock’s review of
Rowan Software’s latest flighty offering

This always seems to be one of the most forgotten elements in the history of
flight smulation. Sound may not be as important as graphic or gameplay, but
without t the whole game can suffer and become a complete fiop.

Lucklly, the person in charge of the noises and tunes department at Rowan
Software hasn't got a short memory span as Dawn Patrol contains some of the
best sounds I've ever heard in a flght simulation.

“The game kicks off with a tune loosely based around ‘The Last Post’and then
evolves nto a sprawing dssical piece of music which is more than appropriate
for this type of game. There are a couple of instruments within the tune that
could get on your nerves after a while, but thankfully you can turn it off via the
options sreen.

What really gives Dawn Patrol that muchneeded boost of atmosphere are the
sound effects. The superb droning of the engine doesn't really come into play.
unless you change the speed of your aircraft, but when you do it's remarkably
impressve

For some bizarre reason the noise of your gun firng i twice as loud as every-
thing else and this isn'tsuch a bad thing as it gets your adrenaline pumping that
litte bit faster - don't ask me why

There you have i, a tune you can either take or leave alone and a whole
bunch of superb sound effects that transport you backto 1914.

IIII"/n

- Ride on! ride
on in majesty!
The winged sq
of the sky
Look down with sad
and wond'ring eyes

To see the approaching

sacrifice ’

Ancther chapter in the Dawn Patrol interactive
ok deais with the planes of the era and you
et to ly a mission involving your choss




ADDITIONAL INFO 2

A free limited edition book comes with
the Dawn Patrol package. Its titled
“Richthofen: The man and the aircraft
he flew’ and s all about i
scoring air ace from World Wi

Contained within the pagex are
superb, specially commissioned, full
colour artwork as well as accurate profiles
and detailed technical sketches of al the
aircraft from the era. Richthofen,
although he flew many different kinds of
aircaft, became famous for flying one of
the highiy distinctve al-ed Triplanes,

Richthofen scored his last 17 vitories
in Triplanes and it was while fiying one of

these aircraft that he met his end on April
215t 1918. The Fokker Dr. | Triplane’s bet-
ter qualites were its handling agilty and
good dlimbing rate, and this made it very
popular with the leading air aces of the

Back to the present day, and there is't
one Fokker Triplane that exists in a lying
condition. Due to the ravages of time and
the destruction caused by the second
World War, there isn't even one which
could be restored to its former flying
glory

Fans of World War 1 and anyone who
has a love for planes will love the
“Richthofen’ book and i’ nice to see a
company taking the time and trouble to
produce a ‘free’ gift of astounding quality
that perfectly complements the game.

1 been waiting for Dawn Patrolfor ages, ever since.
15awit on the PC, and 'm happy to say that this time
Rowan Software have failed to disappoint me and
delivered the goods in prstine condition.

“The fist thing that impressed Eeaah o
into the game wias just how fast it was. Okay, | ws
using an A1200, but oty by suprise when 1t

Imost as fast on an AS0D. ing seems

10 have been carefully thought about and it certainly
looks ke Rowan Software have learnt from their
previous two Amiga light smulations.

Novel ideas like the interactive book of the air war

in our aircratt, but we stil can't foop the loop’ WWT stunt team

Pabisher: Enpire
Demtiaper: Rovat Safeare
3]

Price: S34.00

Goare: Fight Sin.

Hard Dk bustal: s
Lol Syetem:

‘Sappertz: A500/800, L1200/ 100

really go some way o making Dawn Patrol a bit of a
casscinthe simulation stakes. Thre are over 150 is-

Dawn Patrolis't going to last longer than a piece of
Willy Wk omidains bk b e
pretty dam

o amazed by games from this genre,

fight'size and ‘the colour
of the front of the it
Camel is a coupl of shadies
nmm»mmmm,n ain thing,
Anyone that has a slight interest i s houd

importantly I've had a lot of fun making my way.
through the game. It's not going to be

forfans of the.
airraft that lew in the first wnvld war, you're going
10 allinlove with Dawn Patrol
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acing games have a long history in
computer entertainment. It seems the
thrills of the track provide all the nec-
essary elements of a good action
game: Adrenaline, destruction, compe-

the need for a cool head

+
under pressure
Originally the basic graphics on computers

but one thing was certain: 2D was out, 3D was
in.

Now, however, the old fashioned overhead

features and challenging gameplay.

e reason there's always something
dirtier about this type of game: Forget
Silverstone, these games are about the rough

nd tumble of racing round dust tracks or
Soniblating rvats it futuriaic wem
And true to form, Team 17's ATR is suitably
unwholesome.

Players can duel with friends by playing the battle
variation of the game, a head-to-head race with a dif-
ference. Including a two-player mode was a natural
choice for Team 17, but their idea is unusual because
they obviously decided to avoid using asplit screen
ieans that both players must stay on screen at
the same time, so what happens if one person lags to0
far behin? Wel, if the chasing player is about to dis-
appear off-screen the computer automatically makes

them catch up. By forcing the opponent into ths posi-
tion, however, the eading player scores a point

In fact, this i the whole point of the battle mode.
ach player struggles to keep ahead so they can score
points off the enemy, picking up power-ups on the
way to help them along. At the end of a race, the
computer counts up the points for a winner.

To give this version of the game an added edge,
extra power-ups that are unavailable in arcade mode
have been included. Roadkill fans wil be pleased to
hear that these include missiles and mines that can be
used to take the wind out of your mate's sail,

Team 17 games are notoriously tricky - often
t00 tricky for me. Everyone raved about Super
Stardust, for example, but | felt sad and left
out because | couldn't do it. | know, though,
that this s because I'm past it, and | can only
hope that one day they'll include a zimmer-
frame mode for people ke me.

Mercifully, ATR is very challenging but
nowhere near as tough s | thought when |
started it. Anticipating the bends is undoubt-
edly trickier than in the rival games, and as
tracks peter out players wil find themselves
ploughing off into the cones in a moment of
misjudgement. This, however, s ll part of the
fun and eventually players learn from their
mistakes

Winning from the outset is virtually impossi-
ble. In the arcade mode players are matched
against four computer opponents, two of
which instantly zoom off over the horizon
from the moment the starting lights turn
green

This gives ATR more of a long-term
challenge than ts rivals, because the route to
success involves more than a large helping
of arcade skills. Yes, folks, theres some
rudimentary tactics involved.

Players start the game with $4000 to spend
on their kit Their main expense wil be the car,
with ATR offering a choice of jeep, buggy or
formula racer. Each of these motors has its
own strengths and weaknesses.

This leaves you with a small amount of
money to make customised improvements
Acceleration and traction upgrades are a good
choice to start with, but bigger engines can
give you higher top speeds while power brakes
and steering give better handling

of course you can only afford a bit at a
time, and ultimately it all comes down to your
success on the track. Gain some modest success
by coming third in a few races and you will
s00n start noticing the rewards in your newly
souped-up vehicl.

These enhancements are important, but
players must also keep their eyes peeled for
power-ups during the races. These are tricky to
get and opponents compete for them, but the
key to success is to keep your priorities on




sPoTLIGHT

are all there to throw you off balance, but you Less predictably, sand and water make  later
expect these things (at least you should by now. s appearance, as do the Team 17 offices - allegedly.
True, ATR s no Daytona USA. The view is from the  the fact that in some terrains the road disappears _ However, it only after chosing the canyon or
L0p, which means you can forget the sensation of  altogether which makes this a novel experience, alpine tracks that the game takes on a more dis-
burning tarmac because this game’s attractions are of  both to play and ook at tinctive appearance. Racing though the canyors,
a difforent nature. But this does not deduct from the ATR has three types of terrain o race on, ranging ~for example, will have players disappearing
fact that this is by far the bestlooking offering inthe _from obstacle ridden race tracks to white knuckle through tunnels or splashing through streams. By
genre e seen on the Amiga. ides down narrow canyons or slide and smash  contrast, the Alpine experience involves icy condi

“Though the player looks down on the track, this  battles n the Alpine snow. tions, evergreen forests, and narrow log tracks
Goosn't mean ts 3 20 game, Each car fs 2 30 model  The sports circuts are the closest you'll get to the  ATR offers mre colour, more detail and more
Viewed from 45 degree angle - similar to Skidmarks  raditional racing game, but there’s still plenty o varety n the graphics department than any of s
but better drawn in my opinion. keep the eye alert. Ramps and cones can help or hin- rival. It may ot leave its players gob-smacked

e stars of the show, however, are the tracks der, and the famillar gleaming ofl sill makes a reap- but no-one could deny that it looks a
themselves. Treacherous loops and lethal crossovers  pearance, sending you spinning into the barriers. lot of fun.

Racing games only really need two
sounds: The nose of the engine and the
noise of the crash. i, iles ke Roadkill
introduced speech and other effects to
how how small extras could help boost
the atmosphe

Unfortunately, ATR does not shine in

however, it's adequate but
unexceptional

- %
OPINION

Given that there were a couple of acdaimed games in the same
vein is there room for another
from Team 172 | was sceptical, but thankfully ATR was done 5o
professional
O the balance of things it beats s predecessors becauseof a
greater long-term incentive. The rewards of winning the money,
then spending it to soup up my motor filled me with a boyish flush
fstacionar h s e ot of thing to keep a player going.
e two playe mode s dferen thaugh m ot sure works
s designers hoped. Otherwise it's got the looks, the i speed to take the

Publisher: Team 17
Developer: Team 17

{——  Gontral system: Joystick/keyboard

| Geare: Overhead racer
f——  Hard disk lnstall: No
L—  Becommended: 68000

— Disks: 2
L Price: £2598

5

hequered Tag G fort and spnd you money




| READERS OFFERS

.1\
THERE ARE NO
PRICE CHANGES
DUE TO CURRENT
MEMORY
SHORTAGES. THESE
ARE TODAY'S
PRICES AVAILABLE
TODAY!

ALL MEMORY
BOARDS COME

COMPLETE WITH o
FREE DISK | ‘)
INCLUDING

MEMORY
TEST
SOFTWARE.

~ RELEASE THE POWER
MIGA COMPLTING

Save on the PBP. Pick up your upgrade and save
on delivery charges. What's more, bing your
computer with you and we wil fityour memory

upgrade and fst tfor feel. Personal callrs are very
welcome but please phone before vising o confrm the flom

you want s in stock. We have disobled access.

THANKS TO THE HUGE BUYING POWER OF AMIGA COMPUTING WE CAN GIVE
OUR READERS THE CHEAPEST HIGH QUALITY AMIGA UPGRADES AND OTHER
ESSENTIAL ACCESSORIES FOR YOUR AMIGA.

guaranee.

8. We are here unfl 8pm every doy
during he wee

9. 24 hour order hofine.

10. Because we only sell o few flems, your

order will normally be supplied staight
from our stocks,

11. Your credit or debit card will not be
processed ifthe item you order is not

Allthe products offered have been carefully
selected by us as being the best in their
closs. But fop quality does not mean fop
price. Thonks o our huge buying power, e
con deliver fo our readers the best products

(£7.99

A superb
replacement
Amiga mouse.

his Compo mouse is @ major enhancement

Becuse 1 usas micro. swikcaas for e buons

Our meass o has & much higher rescluion
260 dots per inch which means you

ekl sl araca vl s b e

finer conirol

~ o

at the best prices

Al memory bords re populaied wih

memory.
All memory boards are individually
fested

3. Support from a fop engineer is just @

phone call vy,

All memory upgrades are simple fo fit
irap door upgrodes - no solderng and
no need fo open your Amiga's case,
No minimum order and no credit card
surchorges.

Memory upgrades cary o ive year

warranly.
28 doy noquibble money back

|Amiga Computing

APRIL 19

in sfoct

12. Experienced scls stoff are on hond for
when you order or i you need advice
before plocing a order,

TURBO DELIVERY

NEXT DAY DESPATCH
AVAILABLE FOR ORDERS
PLACED BY T&LEPHONE

POSTAGE AND PACKING
FOR TUR??E%ESPATCH



READERS OFFERS

OF YOUR AMIGA WITH
MEMORY UPGRADE!

AMIGA AGDD

AMIGA A500

Upgradeto IMb | Upgrade inc.Clock

01487 773582

Lines are monned from Monday

o Friday 10am fo 8pm and on

Saturday 10am to

Kk T i Fe e
ploce an order by answer phone - st give he
information on the order form in the order it
appears. You mightind it easer o complete the
order form befors caling 5o that you can read
diecly from i
Pl ko 28 s b ey o vt v

re o gkl 167357

Voo iy b Oom o don.

@MP

CDWUTING SPEUAL OFFERS
COMPO SOFTW/
UNIT 3, GREEN FARM, ABBOTTS RIPTON,
HUNTINGDON, CAMBS PE17 2PF

AMIGA A500+

Upgrade fo 1.5Mb

Upgrade fo 2Mb

Upgrade o 2Mb | Upgradei

AMIGA A1200

Our A1200 upgrades come complete with clock and optional 25Mhz maths coprocessor.
They fitin the rap door and feature full 32bit Fast Ram.

Upgrade fo 4Mb

Upgrade inc. Math

Upgrade fo 6Mb  Upgrade inc. Math

r—————-"‘-——-———————————————-\

Order by eephone b collng 01487 773582 Mon to Fri 10am to 8pm / Sat 10am to dpm.

1. ORDER ITEMS (/)

Q Mouse. 7.9
0 A500 upgrade fo 1Mb. £1299
01 AS00 upgrade o 1Mb inc.dlock.... £17.99
Q) A500+ upgrade fo 1.5Mb. £1399
0 A500+ upgrode fo 2Mb. £2099
(2 A0 upgrade fo 24b. £2299
2 A800 upgrade fo 2Mb inc.clock.....£27.99
0 A1200 upgrode fo 4Mb £129.00

0 A1200 upgrode o 4Mb (Copro)..£154.00
Q A1200 upgrude fo 6Mb. £189.00
Q) AI1200 upgrode o 6Mb (Copro) :moo
Q) A1200 CoProcessor oly.

TOTAL GOODS VALUE

P&P (1 ltem = £2.00
2 or more ltems = £3.00)

TOTAL ORDER VALUE

Cheques Payable fo Compo Software
Shoausy Payable o comps Sefs
Compo e 3 U, G e,
S5oRsRota. rumtingaon, e T 56

2. DELIVERY DETAILS

Delivery Address

Postcode.

3. CUSTOMER DETAILS

i e e
fi oty
| Telphone No: { )

Credi Card
=

»ma Q

Cord

Number

Swikch sue No

Expiry Date /.

Signatue
Cheque (4 Postal Order (4) D
Chegues Poyable o Compo Software

i e s e o o e e *_J
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f1was asked to name who | thought were Bitain's
re wit

best Amiga softwa

begged for more. Not a com
pany to ignore demand, Team
17 set to work on a fullblown
sequel, Allen Breed 2 didn't
make such a dramatic impact
as the original game, but it
was a tough shoot-"em-up
that fans of the genre were
more than happy with. Last
year Alien Breed: Towes
Assault was released and by
did

the third dimension, 50 sit back and prepare yourselves!
Alien Breed 3D is on its way and after seeing it with my
‘own eyes, | guarantee it will amaze and impress you.
1ts already being tipped as the best Doom-style game
for the Amiga and Team 17 are confident that their game
can five up to ts billing. Alien Breed 30 almost came about
by accident - originally Team 17 were discussing whether
to do the game for PCs only, but then Doom was released
and they decided not to bother with the idea.
Brown, one of the head gurus at Team 17, was
reading through some stuff on the Interet and read a

from the public, Team 17 managed to reate the ultimate

ot a moment’s hesitation | would scream “Team
17" at you. If you need any proof, you only have to
take a quick glance through their back catalogue
of successes.

Project X, Superfrog, Arcade Pool, Super Stardust, Body

Blows, Quak, F17 Challenge, Assassn, Overdrive, the st is

‘game did Team 17 kick

Loosely (ahem!) based around James Cameron's movie
Aliens, Alien Breed took the gaming world by storm and
was hailed by critics and punters alke as an instant Amiga
cassic. The game that's guaranteed a spot in anyone’s isk
box had a distinct Gauntiet feel to it and featured more
aliens than you could shake a pulse rifle at.

Due to ts enormous popularity, Team 17 decided to

'52: The Special Eition as a reflection
on the then curent ideo reease

Alien Breed ‘52 smashed Gallup chart records and
remained at the number one spot for an unbelievable 33
weeks, and still o this day that record hasn't been bro-
Ken! Luckiy for the Wakefield-based software house,
gamers were stil a5 enthusiastic about Allen Breed and

oy

After four gamesin four years it isfnally game over for
the Allen Breed arcade adventures. Or i t? The news that
Team 17 had yet anather Aliens nspired game up their
siceves no doubt lef several fans with huge grins on their
faces, Where can Team 17 go with this new assaut on the
gaming charts? Tistime the Teamies re heading off into

message from a York University.
‘The student had an Alien Breecstyle Doom game for the
‘Amiga and wondered if Team 17 were interestedin it. One
meeting later and Team 17 had Alien Breed 30 signed,
sealed and delivered.

The game will contain some of the best elements from
the previous Alien Breeds, but this time you're the one
being hunted. The 30 universe is completely texture
mapped and features loads of really nifty specal effects.

Alien inspiration?

Back in 19793 a chiller

diracted by Ridiey Smn hlt
screen. Fe

el ety i

and downright scary alien and

some Oscar-winning special
effects, Alien was the film®
that started the ball rolling.
The sequel arrived in 1986,
but this time direction was by
James Cameron who was
responsible for movies such as
the Abyss and Terminator.

Sigourney Weaver returned as
Ripley and fought the aliens
on their own turf. More
action-packed than its prede-
cessor, with better special
effects and a dark, moody
atmosphere, Aliens rapidly
became a box office classic.
Team 17 can thank the cre-
ators of the Alien films
because without them Alien
Breed wouldn't even exist. As
well as being damn fine

computer games, they also
sold well because of the enor-
mous popularity of the films.

Brecd gomes

()
m




One of the marines lets a couple of warming shots go off

See,a it of emraic shooting and look what happens! |
down the corrdor. Id ave your amm if | were you mate! wouldn't

hang about and make friends. Blow him away!

Graphically, its a complete departure from the original,

s & but Team 17 have promised to keep the suspense and
y & atmosphere toa high standard.

Alien Breed 3D will feature over 20 levels of super-
e £ smooth, 360 degree 30 movement and this means no
e jerks and no sucden 45 degree turns.The graphics will be
it fully texture mapped and Gouraud shaded.
e Enemies will incude several new nasties as well as the
d more common aliens. The development crew are working

just wandering aimlessly around the 3D corrdors, the
2 enemy will hopefully, be able to hear you and seek you
y outthvoughsound as wel asvson.

e DOUBLE DELIGHTS

d The previous Alien Breed games have been noted for
their two-player feature and Alien Breed 30 willnot be
m an exception to that rule. A split-screen mode was ~ Blenty A e
e thought about but proved impossible, but there i now a
e twoplayer mode via a erial lnk. This s good news f you
s want o play a bitof alen blasting with a chum because.

you don't need two copies of the game to play link-up.

Team 17 are also planning to have a vicous and violent
Doom:style, head-to-head, two-player mode in the fin
ished version of the game. This is where players can run
amok around the level, picking up various amounts of
firepower and firs-aid kits. Once you're tooled up 1o the.
nines you can track down your chum and blast them to
smithereens

Take a casual glance at the screenshots and you may
ot be that impressed, but wait until you see the game in
action. Words fai o describe just how good Alien Breed
30 slooking and if everything goes to plan you should be
seeing it around AprilMay time.

Team 17 believe that their forthcoming blast-away is
their most ambitious Amiga project to date, but they're
also confident that it could become one of ther biggest
ever hits % wouldn

Before you al complain about this gruesome

A exterior shot from the game, and fook the.
s o course,

= i




I Cricket promises to be a good-looking

00000

far as Amiga cricket simuiations go. But all that could
be set to change because there are new players on the

team. Tina Hackett checks out their credentials.

ports games come in all shapes and sizes.
Everything from sking and football o the
javelin is covered and there is nothing more
sociable than sitting down with a friend or
two'in a competitive bout of a simulation of

Goal! champ, who could outdo who at golf, and who
was the ultimate tennis victor

‘And of course, cricket. Personally, ricket has never
really turned me from a rational games player into a
person possessed, but I've seen it doe. Yes,right here
in the Amiga Computing offce. I've seen my colleagues
turn from fairly composed peaple into frenzied maniacs
with the only intent being to pummel their opponents
into the ground. It certainly changed my perception of
the game. Gone are the images of cream teas in the
pavilion, crisp, white slacks and a polite ripple of
applause for scoring a six. This is the tough edge of
competitiveness and it's not for the faint-hearted

There haven't been al that many cricket games but
the ones there are, the ones responsible for all the dis-
ruption and disputes in the office, have changed the
nature of a game from one that was played o the vil
lage green in front of the vicar t0 a tough sport that
separates the men (and women) from the boys. It was

Audiogenic who started the ball rolling, 5o to speak,
with their Graham Gooch's World Class Cricket and the
many add-on and updates that followed. But now,
courtesy of Grandslam and Nightowl Software, there is
a new contender ready to cause a stir in the cricketing
fraternit

Called simply, It's Cricket (so as not to cause any con-
fusion as to the content of the gamel), it revolves
around the International Test Matches. It i a fully com-
prehensive simulation of five-day cricket and if you've
ever dreamt about playing for your country, the chance
will so0n be yours,

PICK ATEAM

There are nine countries to choose from with 18
players per team. You can play against a friend or a
computer-controlled opponent in a game that will
require tactics as well as skill.

A great deal of attention to making the game as
realistc as possible has been included. The graphics, for
instance, feature digitised players and an elaborate
grandstand with full crowd details. The sprites move
authentically thanks to some smooth animation, and
animated sequences, suich s umpires giving decisions,
add a nice touct

‘The sound features digitised speech for authentic

commentary and many distinctive samples that have
become almost trademarks for cricket are included. A
chunky crowd effect compliments the atmosphere with
an authentic sound that would be equally at home at
the Cup Final at Wembley as at a Test Match. The pacey.
introduction tune demands attention too.

It's Cricket will appeal to the sports tats fans as wel
as it promises a good section of player profiles and
playing statistics. Click on your favourite player, check
out his bowling skill, how many runs scored, innings
and the like. Al this is shown with a realistic digitised
photo and you can also add your own images by simply
loading up a paint package, replacing the photo
with one of your own and then including all personal
statistcs.

The game includes a management angle because
you need to select a team by weighing up the stats,

comparing your players and picking the best men for
the job. It's not just going to be a case of thwack the
ball and hope for the best - there's going to be skill

involved in the management and the actual cricket
itsel,

Actions are executed by a mixture of either mouse
or joystick, depending on your preference and whether
you are batting or bowling. Play is easily carried out
and when bowling, for example, you click on the.

The animations, ik this Umpire decsion, work well




ictures are used throu
introduction, for example, i a ice touch

appropriate icon, choose whether to bow over or
around the wicket then choose the type of bal. Pace

spin bowling is determined by the player's
attribute in the Player's Profie.

Batting i easily performed too. Look out for the
marker where the ball wil land and move your bats
man accordingly. The number oftimes you dick on the
Joystick determines how you hit the ball Press the oy-
stick button twice and direct it left and you will
achieve a Square Cut whereas one press and down will
mean a low defensive ht.It's a different approach to
Graham Gooch but one 'm sure willfind favour with
even the most fanatical Gooer's ricket fans,

Two views are available to enable you to perform
effectve outfield catching. You can either view from
side-on or from the rear and it s vital to position your
outfielder accurately. Moving the fielder s a simple

cricket!

By dlicking on your player’s photo
you can access ail ther vital info

operation - just press the mouse button in the
appropriate direction. When you are batting you
can run between wickets by pressing the joystick
button once. For additional runs move the joystick
up for the top wicket and down for the bottom
wicket. When you are on the bowling side, clck on
any of your fielders to try and catch the ball, then
when one of them has it, aim at the wickets and press
the mouse button - all designed to provide exiting
run-outs

‘The team behind Its Cricket are Nightowl Software
and employ the talents of Joseph Sultana - Producer,
Albert Chan ~Senior Programmer, Jason Chan -
Progranane and Audi, and Pilp Woo - Poject
Manager. It will be available for the AS00/
AT200/A4000, priced £26.99. | suspect there il bea
good deal more added to Its Cricket in the future as

s Cricket -

finally a challenger
o Graham Gooch's Cricket?

results”tables

a syt
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The Krew are back in town and ready to hit the,
D32, Core Design's shoot-em-up, Skeleton Krew,
appeared on the A1200 recently and received our
System Gold Award. And now s here ready to biast
itsway on t0.a CD32 near you

Setin 2062, bad guy Moribund Kedaver has taken N

micbonk overa kyogeris plant and s usly turing the kyogenic
Sovtec e, nto mutated Pykogent.Th nasy ot sart to forc th pop

e Iaion from their homes and the place becomes over run: Only one gang can
Weapite the stop the mayhem - the Skeleton Krew. You can join these mercenaries, playing as
— cither Spine, Joint or Rib, and with

weapons in hand, try and put an end to
the chaos.

Viewed from a 3D top-down isomet.
fic view, it s an eight-way scrolling, out-
and-out blast fest. Its all your usual
shoot-"em-up fayre but it differs in
employing a rather unique graphical
style. A dark futuristic atmosphere is
portrayed well through the comic book
characters that would look equally at
home in 2000 AD stories, and the
brillantly drawn high-tech backdrops. 4 30 isometric view works well

d s exceptional 100, With a in showing the fastasced actin

strong dance track pounding in the

background. Gun blasts, yelps and explosions compliment the action and give a

sense of satisfaction after each baddy is destroyed. The in-game music really is

good quality which makes a nice change to a ot of the accompanying dross we get

these days. It al looks very impressive with huge end-of-Jevel quardians to destroy,

amultitude of evil mutants to blastn to oblivion, and 1 effective weapons to do

it with. Unfortunately

Pulister: Care sy £ - {nfortunately

Ueveloper: lbdouse  varied. It's a very chal

lenging game but it can

Disks 160 become rather repetitive.

Pri: 834,98 1f pure shoot.‘em-ups are

your bag then it is a good

Geare: SIS ERI)  example of its genre, but

the average gamesplayer

Bard disk install: N (1 *Jerage ganesplaver

J%s

‘Tina Hackett brings you the latest and greatest
e

Cantral system: Joypad  to challenge the grey.
Iook at Core Design's Skeleton Krew and Supprt: G132 matt
Psyguosis’ Benefactor, both for the C032. Hecommentet: W/A

/S|DIJUDSSD

X

Benefactor appeared on floppy quite a whie back. Now it's  Lemmings (miniature graphics
been ported over from the A1200 for all CD32 owners witha  and puzzle action) and one

penchant for puzzley platformers. which works well
Programmed by Digital lllusions, who are renowned for  You play Ben Bright, the
their Pinball DreamsFantasiesfusions, the game was well  hero of the title, who s on a

received by the public and reviewers alike. Itis  strange mix:
ture between Flashback (arcadey adventure style) and

ing obstacles, leaping across gaps and
climbing up ledges. And as wel as taxing your arcade skills,
you get to exercise the old brain oo with the proble solv
ing element. You find the chaps, unlock them from their
cels, find a safe route for them and return them back to
the teleporter. These elements work exceptionally well and
makes Benefactor highly addictive.

Although this version s a direct port-over from the
A1200, it i still a recommended purchase for CD32 gamers.
Graphics are imaginative and varied, the main character is
well animated and, with his small size, i perfectly suited to
the gameplay. Sound effects add to the action too.
An original title that will keep you
entertained for ages

Cantral System: doypat

Palsher: Pyuass
Spors: 632

Hard Disk Install; N/A
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And all this for just £1.99

Copy dates:
May 14 March On sale 6 April
June
July

11 Apr
9 May

On sale 4 May
On sale 11 June

L Free typesetting service provided

AMIGA - PC - All Commodore
1995 Annual Subscription £23.00 UK only

ll(081) 651 5436 or .
Write to 45 Brookscroft, Linton Glade, Croydon CRO 9NA
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DISKS FROM 55p INCL P&P
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FREE P&P
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PD & SHAREWARE
FOR AMIGA, IBM,
MACINTOSH & ST
All the latest titles only

£1.00 each disk

'DISCOUNTS FOR QUANTITY.

FAST AND RELIABLE SERVICE
Send SAE for your free list -

1o obligation to:

AP.E. Public Domain & Shareware,

Dept. AMC, 2B Meadowside,

Chelmsford, Essex CM2 6LN

Tel: 0850 627066

50 TOP AM

2

THE -rsrgumn PD & SHAREWARE

PICK YOUR OWN.
BYNAME mmvu ANDSIZE!

oNEY L
Surrey CR29YS
Tel: 081-657 1617

Eastwood
AMIGA PD
All disks 80p inc p&p
Tel: 01709 829748
A1200 AGA FRED FISH
SCOPE, 17BIT, LSD, ANINET,
TBAG, GAMES, CLIPART,
ASSASSINS, PAINT
CD32 CDTV.
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Leading
the way in Amiga

advice, the definitive
guide is back to keep
enthusiasts fully
informed

System Medical
Frank Nord explains how to make the
most of your hard drive storage space

Amiga 3D
Paul Austin continues his 3D guide with a look
at time-saving techniques and tricks of the trade

Amos
After Easy AMOS we're back to Amos as Phil South
shows you how to create games with Sprites.

ARexx 137
This month Paul Overaa shows you how to embed
control sequences in your ARexx programs

Comms
X-Files fans will love this trip to the
Internet's own house of horrors

Video
Gary Whiteley shines up on screen resolutions
and shows how they affect Amiga DTV

139

Music 143
Our resident music expert, Paul Overaa,

blasts us with a demo of his very own
Publishing 145
New blood in the camp as Frank Nord

takes over and goes back to DTP roots
Classifieds 146
Buying, selling or just browsing, all the best Amiga

bargains in our dedicated second-hand section.
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it kg o
o ke e
e, people e

cried. But they had reckoned without the.
ware,

Bloatware' soaks up all avaiable drive:
space leaving you with the bare minimum
of room in which to save your own fls
Afer all, what s more important? Your
machine looking good and offering you
features you'd never dreamed you'd nee
or doing what it ought to and ha
plenty of space left for futher expansion.

There i an unwritten rule in computing
which says that if you are buying 3 hard
rive, think of the largest size you willever
probably need and double it To be on the
sale i you mgh Consider g . s
a simple fact o economics: Two 105Mi
Ml S

Here's the irst secton of a smaterng ¢
acronyms and theirdefinions - part 1 A
AGA: Advanced Graphics Architecture
Commodre's current graphics standar,

e b gL s

n Standar
onisii

Code for

A standard that

allows text to be exchanged between
puters.

BASIC: B

Instruction

a

inners Allpurpose Symbolic

mple
o ofthese in every
tnem they look after thin
and Serial ports, mouse ports and floppy
plex Instructon Set Comput
R
€L: Command Line Interface. The Amiga
dow is a CLI and a PC running
DS without Windows only has @ CL

hard drive, says he as he straps on another

99
Now, 11 be the ist to adit, | love:

€MD Chang;
program that allows the

Main Device. An Amiga
 to redirect

[ and send

output to a prnter, for exampl
the information elsewhere
€PU: Central Processing Unit. The 68000,
40 chip that pow
your Amiga
CES: Directory Caching Filing
Only available on machin
Kickstart 3 o higher, DCF:
igrificantly

Dots Per Ind
measurements by which
scanner performance s Gauge
the DP the bete

ECS: Enhanced Chip Set

eally an Amiga problem. No, for the real

3nd AJ000 computers offered a maxmum
of 2Mb Chip RAM and gave two new
creen mode
i

for hard dve
Hoppy drive

it Unit. The mah

Transfer Protocol. How people

ind downioad to and from the

lower than 105Mb i really not worth

P my word
processor, | realylike the fact that my icons

larger than most of
the programs in my C: directory, and |

P
machines, 15M
s not uncommon for a game, let lone a
word processor. Simply nstaing the

some

suff
et rid of Magic Workbench. 1 know it
Do e ol e

1am
using for this document has 2 massve four
2illon word index.

However, Il also be the first o admit
tucl t e to put anything

‘aimost 200k of Cando library o kick In

hard driv that just
ol away, T sufed: T s ot
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ive 120Mb of
hard drive space.

EPﬂ[[ EHIJII'IE

standar

t it o e et
k. If you are using a word processor

s big dictionary and thesaurus, dump.

Al
orowortE I Wi, Supesbse
Professional and Proalc, together with
ala, What's that on the Amiga, umm, |
make it about 14Mb max. But there i stl
space to be saved. If ou went and only

pape
versions. | know It not as convenient, but
wefe probably talking about roughly a

of space here, and every meg

o
Fonts are another good example of

Commodore's Xfile. Hidden within the structure of ATigDOS there are deep, dark secrets
obviously placed there for the benefit of aiens. These messages started in the very frt
versions of the operating system, but exit to ths day. I you want to find them, you will
have to undergo physial torure that might be unendurable. Dontsay | didt wam you.

Workbench 1.2 and 1.3
machines you wil need 0
@ Hold down both sets of At and Shitkeys

@ Press each of the function keys n turn and you will see the messages. As with allthese.
secret messages, having a third am s practically essential,

@ You can also ty ejecting and reinserting a disk in DFO: for further inormation (whie
holding down the keys)

for the secret messages to appear on these old and outdated

Workbench 2.x
Further secrts are revealed i ths version of Commodore's operating sste:
@ Make sure Workbench s active
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Franks Nord delues into his medical bag this month
and comes up with a presription of good health

with the standard Workbench fonts. but then
You think you e big and start bunging fonts
on your hard diive ke there’s no tomorrow.

directory. the longer you'l have
0 wait each time it needs to be read. Put
fancy fonts on floppy and use them that way,
ather than clogging your drive’s racks with

population. PrepCard. Have you got an
AB00 or 12007 No? Wel, it of no use to
You, matey, get rid of i Be ruthiess, youl
500n see your hard dive shedding those
megabytes. A happy hard drive i one that
isno more than 80 per cent full

Iibrares drawer. God
unnecessary libraries | have floating around
in there, and these don't just harm your
hard drive space balance, they can harm
your memory too. Get rid of ones you

are sure you don' need and mark all

get o
It m sory if al this sounds a it harsh,
but hey, its a war out there.

Well, that's about it for this month.
Next month 1 will be discussing how to
control your Amiga with a PD program

jpha

et il

called AlphaC

forget ab ik \ you need

the
[ pulses in your brain to

MOUING FILES

Your own fles are not sacrosanct in this
ek cpenion e, Ol o be
LiA'ed or, preferably, moved off your
ochineont oppy dik. Eve s you st
use, but only rarely, should be subjected to
ths process. Anything you don't use more.

can be dumped by most of the Amiga-using

the weeds and
pruning your rose bushes, If you haven't
tidied up your machine for a while. a good
way of finding dross i to use Virus Checker
tosift through althe directores on your

be doing - you'l
actualy be looking at the Virus Checker
isplay saying: | thought | go i oftat.. |
e got a new version
€. You can do the same thing with DOpus
or Diskmaste. Pay close attention to your

@ Hold down the CTRL key and both sets of Al and Shit keys
@ Use the mouse (don' et go of inose keys yet, and choose a menu e from Workbenchis

menus

 Finaly, reease the keys and choose "Last message.

Workbench 3.x
The FBI [Frank's Bureau of Investigaton) has Just been informed that our inruders have not

from the Workbench project menu.

yet
fine, upstanding operating system:

® Make sure that no more than 116 tasks are running when Workbench
oot

way to ensure this s to rename WBstartup. Reb
@ Press and hold the right mouse button

® Keeping the right mouse button held down, press and hold down the CTRL and both sets

n Workbenchs Project menu

® Move the resuitant window to one side (do ot close this window] and start again by
pressing the right mouse button. Within about 15 tres or 5o a new, insidious About box

should 2

infitrate another Amiga's

og move the mouse pointer on screeni!

T kg Moo
URL: h\q:MnmIA saic/

Reload | _ Quir

wumuwmmm-mmuhm..m s Mosaic, butis

E

Vichee P "‘W‘Mﬂ{” Anige
T R T ;Werpeiedio
‘malng st sead t smosaic@mex physics suaysb.edn.

bug repots tothe ndividuel developers| Thanks.

The easest

‘Amiga Mosaic Information

é \ B e
Mosaic Home Page ||
I
&

Amiga Mosaic in action. Mosaie i the
ww,

Tor the World Wide Web. See WWW and HTML
miga Computing
APRIL 1995



AB00 &A1200 | Scanner |
HARD DRIVE

Now low-cost 32 bit_AT200 RAM!
cards with ook, FPU. sockel 8

Aadata 800! (Computing

Sandard 72 in i 5 || Power ol scaner mais” A500 A w
card cupff] BostTime tobuy 2.5 RECCEcs) 720 o095 £595 e
1MB card sas| | hard drive for your A600 | £pson 176k na 5595  £55.05

€991 & A1200 with our | |Epson GTI9000

Seeo Image FX At
SPECIAL OFFER this BspeciaL orren 720k £3095 £39.95  £39.95
OCR siw for above scanner €351 176k £59.95  £5095  £59.95

For A600 please phone |

B ram cards for CITIZEN
1600, -Simply plugs in rap door | ABC COL
M8 £20 £275 200C0L

MB with clock £33 oL
all above dives inciudes cables & 1 et 2T PACKARD
320

A500 plus RAM | £

Lowcoat M8 ram cade for AS00\ | 357 ide Hard Drive for |2 3
e c200 A1200 or A4000 all at| EPSONSTYLUS 7200P1  cadoll”"" A
LOW! LOW! prices SQUIRREL MONITORS
Krid Ot B PCACIA i 6512 mrace | Microvtec 1438 £280
12UB am cara c1s 1500
218 e120 fggmg oo crhmmahiz0 Philips 8833MK2 £229
mi Squirel 1
VIPER 68030 Extermal SCS case es0 | Microvitec 1440 £419
540mb £179 External SyQuest case £69 ZIPP RAM
2o *onb £1998730mb £239 | Ederal COROM case  £69
28MHz  4mb 230 10ig £399. drive low price look JH1MB: £35,
2otz amd £379135" dves i saight in 1o A4000
Soutz  omd £179 | and canbe ited nlo an A1200 with REPAIR SERVICE
rvha £319. 1 bitof for & a cabl ki
4MHZ BT 2479 | A1200 cable kit £10 Intemal External [ oW service cantre for most Amiga comput-
) v ers. We offer a quotaion service of £10 for
35SCSI& SCOI 2 Harg | 105 £ 298| iono il examine youcompuer and
e Drive all at oo reportback with an exact quotation price for
Floating point uni for our A1200 SPECIAL OFFER 200ms  £195  £265 he el fthe repakiscaried cutthe £10
[mmous & Vierboarts 120D £99  SyQuest cartridge et o e
oz ;
i essff270m> £169844mb HOW TO ORDER
i el 88mb £39 1 When ordering by telephone please quote
s SHog e 0nb £2298 200mb £60| your crecit card number followed by the
Simms for GVP1230 | Lk 24298 520mb £49 | expiry date and also your full name and
address. If paying by cheque please
e =l NDEM 105mb £421 make it payable to Gasteiner Technology.

In any correspondence please quote a

hone number and also a postal code,
IDE contoler o Amiga AS00 &1 Please allow five working days for cheque
1A500 plus with option t0 upgrade to | clearance.

M £169
This simm are also used in GVP|
1230 I, A580 & G-Force

72 pin simms Tandem card

MITSUMI 3 speed £169 8mo am
o 72 i =
208 720 cos  MITSUMI 4 speed £199 Alfapower Z95§  DELIVERY CHARGES
Frsfil i el OKTAGON 4008 jriiweiodoipper g iy
16MB 72pin £309 ABOVE for hard driv SCSI Hard dive controller_forl\ P&P. Other items above £50 please add
3208 75pn 796 Amiga A1E00 t A4000 withcpton | £10. courer senvice. Offshore and high-
i srene 32 BT used by A o grade 08 ram lands, please cal for & quotaon. In add-
PR, " ton, we ofer he following express ser.
TE : oz, BEMB. 50 pin 27 | OKTAGON4008  £1291 yices: Saturday delivery normal rate plus
o Enpin i snd mary VS 30 PN o [ISEE ABOVE  for hard| £10 per box. EAOE prices subect to
mor e for mor Pl e change without prior notice. Al trademarks
16mb 30 pin £449 drives acknowledged.
Al prices includ VAT E8OE.

i Gasteiner Téchnbldgies :
iy 126 Fore Street, Upper Edmonton, London N18 2XA
. Tel: 0181-345-6000 Fax: 0181-345-6868




s promised inlast month's cokumn,
il be concentrating on various
timesaving techniques, rcks of the

However, the siuaton sn quit 25 bad as you

may thnk.
Fisty, ofcourse,
F
exampie
and,
The ickis
smple enough modeling Duingthe
nighight the
equvalent impresson that symmetry o miroring s hancy
Doths ety g
i
Amost

TUTODRIAL

Paul Austin renders a few more
opinions on 30 design essentials

the nex.

the market,
more mportan I, ke me. you spen your
Imagi

H
program you choose, you could wel come.

Getting into print
A common 30 poble s how o rse your cresions rom the conns o the
machine. An obwios answer 1 vdes 1ae, s wht f your crestions are

animated? The answer is, of course, hard copy. Unfortunately, with very few

many may require non-standard Amiga formats such as TIF, Targa or Jpeg.
Secondly, they will usually want the file on a PC disk and in the correct aspect

rati

By default most Amiga programs generate video friendly oblong pixels,
however for printing purposes square pixels are essential. Therefore, ensure
your software is set to render in an aspect of 1:1.

It's often worth enquiring about the best resolution for rendering the
transparencies you require. The usual choice for a 35mi is 2 x 3, Finally, always
render to at least 1024 in the fongest axis - otherwise the final prints may lack
the necessary detal.

ine and
Rea3D,
Ater
othe polygonin a model s missing
CHOICES Th s ecatse ane of e o pogan pars 5
e souton comes i thefom of removed, which fthen viewed o the
Inte n
b Thi parcur
issimple Tns wit
eter oraemativey the
4. 150, donit

super
Inmy experence, saightionward

peric. Sinply il poldons and wihany

achieved using P - however, PPv2 does offer

Lasty by eep anopen i when

Jooking f Mostof the

support as wellas
alas Encapsulated PostSarpt

mar
othr fomas t s, i DX s being

a

Jpor
plusahostof PC. Asaresut

ACAS,System s, PublicSector and so
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investing in conversion software.



BRIAN F@WLER

omputers Lid

11 North Street, EXETER, DEVON, EX4 3QS

= COmmodore

Lol | CD32 Expansi g LTZ3
s i faat g | xpansion Modules | | ReinaB
We’re Backing Amiga! 3 | AdaMemory, oy Drives.Hora s, | | Superb 24 it
3 | S | Kevboard. Printer — wrn your CD32 into a video card
Amiga 1200, CD?wa A4000 | 2 el Amiga! |
e incxtemelyshrtsupply Prone e | B | Grcat Value at £199.95 £ only sa4s95
news, prices and availabilty (T Sl
% . || Other Cards
8 .
© Studio II available
£ | he Ubimate Uiy for Amiga Prining
E | Nowinsuckuony £49.95
8
prepedoy £ |
Imagine a drive which i almost s fast o8 4 hard drve, but Microvitec 1438 || [CD32 Connection Kit MarkIl |
‘which takes disks similar to  floppy drive 14*Colour Network to any Amiga or PC |
£ Multisync
Imagine filling this hard drive, and then simply replacing | Momlnr All With SERNET - "Just Click and Go" |
th cartridge and insantly having another 105 or even 270 | = i
Megabytes of storage available IR
I8
Imagine saving your work to cantidge, and being able t0 | &
ad the daia on any similarly equipped Amiga, PCorMAC | g |
e
o\ 8 | Classic for only
Feom |\ 8 c fo f
Now you're thinking SyQuest ... A\ 2 9, | Upgrade from Connection Kit
s Mark I available -—- Only £16.99
Contact us if you waat an Emplant board or a new [
‘mouse or the hum DTP software or a second joypad | FujisusssMBSCSIIZ  £25000 | complete with
for your CD32 or a PARNET cable or a CD fuil of B ¢ 2000 A o
T cashil Mcllp art or CDPD 4 or the latest Latiee Diffe EPOA.
AMINET CD or a CD32 keyboard adapter or a SCSI | the Comms
controller or a VLAB digitiser or Flowcharting SCSI Controllers revolution!
software or anything AMIGA!!! GVP 4008 £12900 DKB 49 29900 | | prom £189.95
NEC £17995  SONY £17995 Very Fas
Nakamich 7 CD Drive £14995 [ e
| and ot o mare :
Tum your 400044000 Fower one Bt i P s o 65
for detals. (A\m-vmlahln for 15002008 7 s o £2.95 | mogsmus oy
Wtk S ko e available
R |

" Can’t see what you want? Just
ring (0392) 499 755 --- we have
lots more than we can show her

|How To Order]|

Compare Our Prices! We don’t
charge extra for Credit Cards or
Standard Delivery.

‘What You See Is What You Pay !!!

y - Saturday 9.30am-5.30pm

By Post By Phone [
Send your ChcuelPostal ordee| | For an even e srvice
o e s above, Clerly || telephonsour sles bt ||
e yourname, addees, | | and quote your credit o ebi ||
clephons number snd the | | card mamber. Frendy and |
product(s) you e, Prics || cxpet buying advic s
Canchange 5o plese phone o | avaiabl t ll mes.
Confm price ad avalabiliy
s llow svenworking | (0392) 499755 ||

SER

indard Delivery Is Free. No Hidden Extras |

| days o your checue o e

s Correct Al Time i Going To

E40E Pease Phona To Contm Catot pricss. 99077

/\n Prces Shown Include VAT.




gt enca oo ks om people
with examples offinished gam
i ek s b, e Mo
fles etc. and lovely though they are, they are
ot really what [d call prntable. | can't print

goes to press, bt this often isn' the case. |

Thess biocks may not look like
sprtes, but they can stll catch you

. G5
aterets

Robot attac

prefer routines using a bit of Amos code which
does something clever $0 you can use it in
Your own games to improve what you are

This routine from Tom Kane in Scotiand is an
example of what I talking about.In hs etter
Tom says that ths is a work in progress, but |

screen track your movement and follow you
around unti they catch you. This i just a
demo of the attack movemens, s0 the sprites
are simple blocks and nothing happens when
they catch you, except the boom noise goes
off. Al the same i is a good routine and easy
t0 adapt into something very playable.

You too can have friendly
robots in your games

The fist bits of the program are to grab the Bobs
needed

480 To 2,2

et 33,0010 5,5

‘Tom has used CLS o create coloured areas on the.
screen, but obviousy BAR would make them just
as easly. Next we set up an atay o store Xand Y
positons

$412 £ 0 K81, 1080, 180T

Robots on the Starboard Bow...

e
1R 20)
1620
il

Lress

Incidentally, it would have been better 0 put the.
varables at the beginning of the program, but
wel et be or the time being

Now we have the main loop. Inside tare &
iuete et oeulog= sb Liosd
progear are righ - it uses
2 ROCA Th st seconf e loop s a b
update, and wait or the nest verical bank

HI0AED

and you
and Next, plus one final Ut to close the main
ooy

move the bobs
B

tnt il

b lpdnte ok

Wit L il LB-111

The dlever bt s when the program checks where

S0 now weset up the o

Faper 0+ Pen & 3 Hide ¢ Flash fF ¢ Cls 0
and then we can set up the X and Y variabies for
the centre ofthe screen, which willbe the staing

point o our character

£ v

Then we double buffer the screen, as tis allows
for nice smooth spite scroling

bl dutfer
Now the meaty bis.Frst we use a For/Next (00p.

o randomly place th robots on the sreen:

for T 7o §
ATk nd(320)
YOIV And(1) 4104 C200)
Nt

Having done that we tum offBob Update 50 that
an do it manuall i the folowing
Repeat/Un 0op:

5o Update o1

and then we set our LIF variable 0 the amount
of ves we want to have:

a any joystick
| you e and sends th robots towards you. and

When you sart using the program yourselfyou'l
w0 31,010 se quie casy how hs wors

1ad 110 e routne will need tweaking a it bt for
v speed, forexample eac vl could have diferek
i !‘J speedsof robots. Then again you'e got endugh
2eleft(D-Urigh to contend with producing an Amos version of

fobotron clone

The cha
moves are detected:

11 e b ) thatovely lyered explosion effect in Robotron
eipl)-ddoun(h Either way, the problems with the routine are
163 T

2 Hin2,10)
Teba-2Ain(2, 1)) occupy the same space by using colision
Md 10T 1 detection. Make them siower. Consiruct a routine

which fresthe bullets n the directon you are
facing, inthe sty of Robotron

Incidenaly, ifyou are an Easy AVIOS use, the.
Joystck commands will not work.You have to
convert the joystickroutines as folows:

Then we do another for/next o hit the robots:

for 11 To § r
b TEECTD, YT, 2

Kéd XV, SndieRCTY
A4 YT SgaCr-1CTY
T2 ol 11,541 To $01)

et b b
I becones do
P e
How becones Joy¢

{1
1fyou have an Amos

o e cn by it e b

decremented by
B using the sytax
L ke 1 Joy()sd Then VHATEYER

another pass
TR operate . Al the deta are n your manua.
14t
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AR

ost standalone ARexx programs have.

lharacter
dssassination

these sor of display switching triks are e
colecvely noun 3 ool seqences and e

ihies v s i oy i
performed.

windows display by witing the values 1b hex

and 63 hex to ke ths .
crivgane o cear cansote windou ws

alL dritelndt, 1b's]|'65'0) -~ .

The bad news the s hat whie these st of
wirdo unctons can produce e right eflect,
e purpose i never ovis.Infac, when you
ook bck at he code afewyears tr e
chancesare g hat you wert v remerer
‘what hose magic numbers bured n your code
acuaty mean

The ouon, o course, st sote the contol
cadevasing vyt ks e e
understandabie - i st s ging conol
e e e e o ke
e C linguage, ARecx doesnt upport e s of
presined carons soayGfors e o
besetup usng e

Gl et
Too e C consant |

convention | adopt involves using uppercase

for

:s
g8
i%
2
B3s
i3

using: documenting, Smiar control definitons can be:
used for other console functions Here,for

at i example, are thee commands which respectivly

- Ay st inversevideo,italc cispay and pian text
[ b and tis means hat e Wi, Towrezy OO IS
ey st

a5 decimal 10, . 0A hex|, would be produced
using:

I clesr co

IIALIC BtSt] |33 alic core

aall writela(t, CLEM_VIvON)

UTETSCSH [0 e 10 plain test

W o It should be fairly clear that the purpose of this o
SODl Ik I 2 progan Wi e oMol Wi defisons e these i pace i becomes
even years beca at whie
wings can be- Areset definition cters 3
ota, are sl easy o read and understand. I the
Fist all o, st
ALses o displayed using talcs and v e i
" - ayed using aics and inverse video e i
cl A ERLE TEXTI=ITALLE B st sone eample tont!
R P T

ETPLE_TEITZEINVERSE_ON "Hit & ky
seript! PLAILTEXT

i
it ver
o it flageThe

5|63
dear console window
IWERSE_ONCS1 |37 x| 'hd'x
commar
ITALIC ORI 133 'he'x

These types of approaches are used by many
programmers in many languages and arent tricks
as such, just good coding style. The best place for
alsuch definiions s near the stat o a program.
This makes it easy o locate them should they ever

o
all closett)

PLATLTENTECS 13064
plain text command

ot il
STt et 4 AR e ey ot bt s g e
. eall ritech(], EUMPLECTEXT2) ‘symbolic definitions, however, s that you
o n i it e ey e
e

A short oxample that shows some
equences in action

b
maintain
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(01903) 850378 FT ] | T

Pt i el AMICA PD & SHAREWARE B0 g v
BBl el Doouk, mmmnnm m‘m 15 WODULES MUSIC UTILITIES MRREET

B, ) s SAMPLE S e

6T A1200 O SET 0 1) o uiusioNs | i ERRsnebie) MR,

HEAATR  tmemetd S At e R AEAEIVISAT) e arancy

B, Bias | e mg'm"‘"-”"'m"“vrfﬁ"' ww*‘""ce-wm
1ons All

'"“""'"‘mmm -um-umv{i’xmm E&f&“‘-‘w&'&‘ﬂﬁ‘ o]

s ortson |l

i g oo i
nvllmun.lll
mm )

E' mﬂ ARRIVE DAILY~ THOUSANDS M‘AIMHE
PLEASE GIVE US A CALL IF YOU CAN'T SEE WHAT YOU WANT

f“’mmmn&.m A, Dkl
oot BinaNOeT PRogy)  Loam alhsboune ONLY £1.00 PER DISK FOR 5 OR MORE
N uas) 1 NE PHGERS d

et m-m 1dik-£150,2104disks - £125,51019 ks 1.0, 20 diks - 90p

o
725 DONKEY Kowa ()
e Pt game

e et
0 EhnCane
ol

oo sro
p B =S
[ et SPECIAL VALUE PACKS n

f ._MMMELE"'“ IMAGINE 0BJEcTS] [ KLONDIKE m GLAMOUR PACK] Tsuei

18 ik packed ullof

iy mage et ks, & raaton oty S oo 3

Wa o o coverng many sujects $ once e
Ay 3 Bl oo 1) {73VOE0 THACKER AGA 1) e S SERAT)
o8 SCeo) e Toranyors undor 16) e

Amust o e Domocoletion 125 z
KLONDIKE CARD SETS 1¢ en cue 6 FONTS P/ OctaMED MODS| | OFFICE PACK

amoer calocior Procescar Daabaso,
10 ks porpack.  packs
ey i

MIDICRAET WAGAZINE e o i 0ear

et iy dlainty ASSASSI
b PR Wy o

iR, s Lyl
R o S S o e ik e | i
1062 Oove Sundiem £2.50 per iss W stock SPECIAL OFFE Uy 10
180 Wm0 ot e ) 'ADULT SENSATIONS - £16.95 oo AR RS R e

The e Campanio ot e ovrs
AMINET 5 - £1.95 FI I.MEIMEWARE
Ltot g h et e, Hurcrds of s o Tecow
oPsions, ganes, e, oo o, o . 200
'ASSASSINS COLLECTION - £19.95 o R C"‘Cm ‘"‘“ (B"'
Lo ——
Tiio0s oer " IR
g,‘ Fish disks 891 to mm AMFM, GNU C/C++, efc. ""“F"’“‘“‘m:my
R B AT 1LLUSION] DESKTOP VIDEG - 51495 e e
wr;m«w ca || AURAL TLLUSION| | ks ot tosrn o bk, o & e T.1.10 - £2.50 [ Grssixeio
e IeE e | sauLs rmoceseon AL WINES 514 Latessun o v il
Ovr 10000irsif il i O n o2 TIED G o Do
Rt e, ol o s clasic gam
m.m-ﬂ::r,ag@z:w e o 40
Sk e Latsdomon games anme ot from PO-Sot.
o

i
m mmamm NoTHiNG BT Atos | TS e T Y MIDI MODULES ~ Ribsieiticroyahy
igeates : LSorir o s i

[etr LicENCEWARE|
'WE STOCK THE COUPLETE
NGt OF CLJTES
cLuh NENGTOTON (%)

e IRERSBND Vi s am CS 00 each

1250

Essantlal reading lor ol

(1556 109 lso avaiablo)

ssue 7 ol the:
sty scanneait

Crplll oS dick m mm Bed cle v 15

£2.50 AV 159

(24,50 wih support disk] ocsor. Neads & s

lssues 1106 lso avaiable :.u!mm

MORTON STRIKES
%‘fém‘sﬂwc 39" || BACK AGA - £7.00 “"““i;;‘;'é“s';om unm&”?iii =z BZV‘;“S‘L‘F“.’:,“".ZT?AM
Erie s

Ciese o _q Over 1500
i classic syl plattorm PROF. GiF 1095

wummems mowr z awuans Soon)
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“Aln $yndrome” a

e | RS o S
seree i | Rt O Tecriosouts
Buy any 2 CD-ROMS and save 10% To! TNTERFA

Buy 3 for a massive 15% NI R

5.0m lead - £15.00

e - AMIGA
SERIAL LEAD
£19.95

10 orders for P.D. Europe, £3.00 rest of Workd) or £1.00 f your order
ksl 96 e (e Rw o Word atcos),
EASOFT COMP
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e odd thing about the Intemet s that
oy canjoin, 5t n excusive cub,
I fct you donit even have o be sane. The
thing s that with such st angeof people st
meﬂmmunmmmmmgawma catwithout
g over th 3 bizarre point of view.
Olw\mmy prsipoichudi ok e
e odd sies on the

posiively mind blowing. For asar
s suf sl whnin ome s’ aute
dublous. But having estabished that most of I
actualy s legal, you oneat he dhesty and e
extraordinary oddness

To start thsjoumey |
downloading some images fo
and Tshirts. SCHWAIS the brainchid of rtst Bl

e and his merchandise emblazoned with the

o caid alien heads are deeply coolat he.

" A 8 wotdfaen ks v Sy
stick people area the mercy ofthe alen invaders.
Itsa great book. and ywzmgelwramauwamr
SCHWA gear through Fortean Times n the LK. To
gt some images from the book use anonymous FTP

o fpureed ok e dectoy

Another group who speciaise
merchanse are the angzwme aew, mm from

machines, brain wave analyser software [only
$1500, 2 nipl, home control nterfaces, and Thirs
and otherstange goodies

Sadythey don' take credi card orcers —Or at
Jeast thy cic he ast tme | bought something
from them - so orderng things over the Net
probematc. Reach them anywy ot
ingeware@i.com o Using a web DIowser o
e/t comcommeraargevare e pa.

‘Someone you CAN| rom s Rocket
Soence Games,who el s ghesilise o]

True but
strange

The X-Files - not
Just a TV show.

ina orce w eadmounted water squiters
They sl ther games 100, butthey areal for

BBSWatch

1f you have  BBS you'd ke to publicise then
email me and tell me about it. Here's this
monthssysop:

fm wriing 10 el you about my BES, which

Amiga, PC. Apple Mac and At
There are several onine  ganes e Goval

et and the Iternet. The BES s run on an
Amiga and has many users, even
have only been onine for 2 o toe. ks
open 24-hours a day and can be reached on
01375 393816, You can download from the
first call, and o help the users there are
separate daytime voice and fax suppor Ines. |
can be reached at 2.257/99@fidonet o1g"

consoles or e PC 5

Yaoo rtp:/akebono stanford edu/yahoo)

mal Then youl get a st o appropriate
it to'su to— God | hatethat expressio
I fact the UFO conterence on CIX s a good
Source o taring PO, s s senet Newsgroup.
atalienistors. You coud aso y the folowing

and of course thebest e for a newsgroup Ve,
ever seen

atbinaries soundsarmpitn0ses

Wwhich, evenf i empty most of the ime. i st 3
great pece of Netbased conceptar.

And finaly, for you fetisnts ut there. how
ressfor musce women? Yes,
by bk e Find them at

/Ao, 2. caltch e/ -mimbody. i
we need now i the Mpeg video of bodybul mmg
babes in biins shooting automati weapons and
well bein business

Ifyou have any sange stes you d ke me 0
explorethen emai me and et me know. [ma

those
Fans of XFies,

bigfanof

formore,
eceived. And by the way before you go. have
s an anage

mXpO34 mis.semi s om. Here you can
picures and text ll bout the show, incuding the
Show guide which detasa the pots and who
wrote what.

There are also some AVI s for playback on
PC, aithough no Mpeg fles - which would be more
s st e you g0 T s ke et

workbench backgrounds, and |

Butthen ma bitsad.

Weird stuf st hard o ind, you simply have to
Know where 1o ook,

youp aftastees s one of the best sou

tarmatonon th word of th sange It contans
materil which may be shocking o some v
el 4 s them righ for kg .

dun
file jokes, tastles g, asteless
information, 50 taseless infact| cant gve you an
example here o e up i . On agr o e
‘one about the woman who to0k a 0ralo and.
snip)
Another cool way o find werd stff s by using @
Search engin. ke Webcrawer [p:/Awebcrawier.
. cwashinglon.ecu/WebCrawer/VebOuery. ) of

Spooky, en?

Find out about the plots and
“clve the crime - maybe.
‘oven bafore Scully and Muider...
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APRIL 1995




OPEN ALL HOURS

WELL, NEARLY!
9am-10pm Mon-Sat
10am-6pm Sunday

SPECIAL OFFERS!
IDE HARD DRIVES FOR AGOO/A1200

£139

£159

£189

420MB  £219

INCLUDING FREE COLLECTION AND FITTING SERVICE
1F REQUIRED (3 WORKING DAYS

A1200 RAM EXPANSIONS
2Mhb £109.95
4Mb £174.95

INCLUDING BATTERY BACKED CLOCK AND
KET FOR OFTIONAL FPU

PRINTERS & RIBBONS

Star LC100 Colour
Epson Stylus 400 inkjet.
Epson Stylus 800 inket.
Epson Stylus Colour 720dpi
Seikosha SL96 24 Pin Col
HP310 Colour Inkjet

£129.00
£189.00
£249.00
£439.00
£160.00
£239.00

WE STOCK A
ATLOW PR

DE RANGE OF RIBBONS
- PLEASE CALL

LEADS & CABLES

Printer Lead £399

erial £4.99
Null Modem £5.99
Joystick Extender 3 mer .....£3.99
Joystick/Mouse Extender........£3.99
Amiga to SCART £7.99
Amiga 35" HD Adapter .......£19.99
Analog Joystick Adapter ........£4.99
4 Player Adapler . £5.99
Parnet Cable. £8.99

TRACTORFEED DISK
LABELS
Now yo canprint your own prfessional sk label
500 Plan whie disk labls on ractor
complee wih FOUR disks of software and artwork.
Yours for ONLY

£9.95
1000 Labels with software
ONLY £13.50

AMIGA HARDWARE

Microvitec 1438 Monitor .....£289.00
Cubscan 1440 Multisync .... £389.00
External Floppy + Virus Killer £56.95
A500 Internal Floppy Drive ....£45.00

A1200 2 Meg Ram Exp+Clock£109.9:
A1200 4 Meg Ram ExptC\ookEVSQ oo
ABOD 1 Meg Ram Exp.

800 dpi Scanner. fo098

THIS MONTH'S SPECIALS
DISKS AND I.ABEI.S

100 DD+ BOX ONLY £26

FUJI BRANDED

DSDD Box of 10
DSHD Boxof 10

£3.20
£5.99

STORAGE BOXES
Mosttypes are avaable for 35" 0r5.25' disks.
10 capacity
20 capacity
40 capacity
50 capadhy «

100 capacity

80 capacily Banx drawer ..
90 capacity drawer

150 capacity Posso drawer
200 capacity drawer

VISIT OUR SHOP

9.30am-5.30pm Mon-Sat, 3.00am-1.00pm Thurs
1L

BUSINESS HOI‘RS
9am to 10pm Mon

MISCELLANEOUS

Mousehouse. 1
Mousemat 6mm thick

Mousemat 9mm thick.

A500 Dustcover.
ABOO Dusts

A1200 Dy
Monitor Dustcover.

Melal Angle Pass Capy Holder
1000 Coloured Di

Micropert Traclorfeed Pauev 51 wzels
2000 sheets.
JOYSTICKS

Al joysticks have autofire feature
marked

Sigma Ray.
Base FII! Button Models

000"

jartior
Saitek Megagrip
Spoedking Anaog .
Intruder
Gravis Anal
daptor to use e anaiog loynllck
i9a..

o 6pm sun @)

0am
e frepivem gy

48 Hour mllv-n £3.30; 24 Hour Delivery £3.75

36 HOPE STREET HANLEY, STOKE:

1 POS, cheques & credit ci
Lumber on cheat

'RENT ST1 5BS




e trouble with screen resolutions on
the Amiga nowadays i that there ae 50
many to choose from! Not tha this s 2
bad thing of course, because choice brings with it
more possiilties though inevitably i can aiso
bring more confusion.

I the preAA chp set daysffe was simpler but
even then there was a choice o be made
between Low resolution [eg. 320 x 256 pixel)
and Interaced Loves [eg. 320 x 512 inup to
4096 colours, and Mediumses fe.g. 640 x 256)
and Hires (e, 640 x 512) in up 10 16 colours
each. Include the possblty o producing each of
these resolutions n overscan o that they full

reen and you've got even more

The trouble s that because of the wide range of
Amigas and the amount of memory and dispiay
cards they may be ited with ts vry dificult fo
write about screen resolutions n a way whih

every Amiga owner willbe able o reate o, For
instance, it easy enough for me to work i 24-bit
768 x 580 pinels ullPAL overscan becatse of
the extras Ive added to my Amiga over the years,
but this would be impossible for the owner of any
original spec Amiga.

POSSIBILITIES

The advent of the A chips added two more
possioifes - HAM and 256 colour modes, a5
well s the various mufiscan and other modes.
Yo 1 oot gos o an g
about everything bt he Amigas st
156Kz RGB or ther video output w ot
Decause this s utimately wht goe

‘when preparing work destined for video

recording.
Naturally there are exceptons to this ule. For
instance, you could use 2

What’s your
resolution?

Lowres, Lo-res with anti-aliasing, Hires with anti-aliasing, Hires

the images.
understand,

edges, which in
sl el avc'tu wamnq
and

mulisync disply to get astable modeling and
animaton display, but youl st have to output

iology - creen modes, AL pines, i
V«wulmm o requencies? No wonder A

vn(ermemam colours to produce an amwwmmg
o5mooth out the jagges even further

Jﬂ-gm o wade through!

e ve provided a
number of screen grabs from diferent screen

the way, what
about those screen sizes (or resolutions? My
shouid workin the highest

efects o the jaggediness of the graphics. With
iga video Ifs very much a case of what you see
what you get. and ifyou want goodiooking
aphicshen youve ot o make tem ook good
yoursel.
‘Apart from suffering ess jaggies, one advantage
ot g gh ek eraced sk o

There i sometimes confusion about whe

ot it Is obligatory to use interlaced Amiga

srhnsfor oo e koo ferced
would be to use

cst modern Arigh gl a6 i

ant o

d
long as s at 15,64z PAL

soifyou

use jagged lo-es graphics then be my gu

ting is better than
they would on oes screens - w iy
¥ saeen, s
required, youneed o,
thent ety

endowed Amigas Ifyou'te animating then using

s thn armierced image,and rece mre

speed, 50 s often bt o ry to work within a set

peciall where logos or graphics with particuiar
colour schemes are required

Why am | 50 keen to advocate higher
ekt s coor Wl T s, 5
Justa personal preference of mine. There are times
when a ow resoluton effect i justright, butin
(general | prefer graphics which don't have agged

potential ough
areas.

Forthcoming
attractions

Next month - and antalasing.

Gary Whiteley can be e-mailed as
a ik couk. He aso has 3 book
on Amiga DTV available - ‘Amiga Desktop

a Computing
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Forget all
those promises




ATTACK HELICOPTER FLIGHT SIMULATOR ] e n
Sy i thodalling s squifes shil) 4o st i a gy Srom 57p
SR R S ey AMTAVZOIVE A a disk
M

o) 10,000 disks available — 7 days a week
Flight dynamics modelling: Not available on other sims. Author B.Eng Aero. Utilities, Music Utilities, Anims, Music, Demos, FF
BN | scope, Jam, Games, Assassins and so much more
el s B e e e L e
T L S T Refundable on ﬁr\l order
b N we—r— e LT
Only £6.95 Includes Instruction manua, postage and packing.
69 LONDON ROAD |  21-50 = G4p, 50+ = 57p
el i e s AT
e o ot A o8 Ve s Corepa ooy ootz | | ESSEX 87 5TG TEL 01268 565564

FAST AMIGA REPAIRS

FAULTY TROUBLESOME COMPU'I'ER"’

SEND OR DELIVER TO THE EXPERTS FOR FAST RELIABLE REPAIR OF YOUR BELOVED AMIGA 500

ONLY £44.00 INC,* e on s e 0

WEAISOREPAR | ficuse it
O COMPONENT LEVEL | |ouse o
e
A6, 120 1500 T
30004000 | |AoD s orsnc seomsive

* FREE QUOTATION x e
@ 144 TANNER STREET, TOWER BRIDGE, LONDON SE1 2HG. TEL: 071 252 3553

COOMBE VALLEY SOFTWARE

EDUCATION ADVENTURES AUDIO GALLERY
Written by experienced teachers Audio Gﬂﬂory, lm. Fairbrothers Inc., brings a for-
ADVENTURE GAMES ALL AT £16.99 :ﬁ"ausu rnucn, GERMAN, ITALIAN, PORTUGUESE,
124 SPANISH - £35.95
¥ ﬁum“,w’xmz“.:‘;:&ﬂ' 3 CHINESE, JAPANESE, KOREAN, RUSSIAN - £39.95
 ages 812 ustms aave
1 e e he domo dik | ordrd sevrl wenks g | ok ol o rder e vhole
dbin At "
b, s oo gt ot T b et (ke i oS k]|
L;
R aaviewans sar,
e o e 45 s worang ek Yo Pl 1 S wMMmuwﬂx

rol You e e of problom oo vl o A e o vhol s -

e 2
M\gmmruﬂd_vwmh b gy e AT e 1 g b o e U ey e

Bt o i
raacrions. ages .

e v i s ity .

e e B i e

e (LR o e
+ All words and phrases Fully Digitized Specch

FRACTION GOBLINS. Ages 8-13+

Coombe Valley Software * 151 Coombe Vale Road * Teignmouth * Devon * T014 SER
Tel: 0626 779695

‘Send SAE for detalls. Send 50p or disc for demo. Please specify your computer and software in which you are interested.

Amiga Computing
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he other day | got a telephone cal from
\eone who obviously reads tis
we were
Chating he happened o menton that he was
bitsurpised, since | write Amiga Computing’s
music column, that | never putany of my own
rangements on the Cover Disk
Cheek, | thought - what he reall meant was that
he was wondering whether in realty | was tone

Avmrmaﬂwnm phone down, however, it
a e thathe had a vald poin. 50 tis
e inougn 1d beter a et knockp some
tolsten to. The
experiments e beecanying out ecenty 01
sart by iling you in on these.
you who follow my monthly

wanderings through the music world may get the:
imprsson a2 ity gt fan of
Amiga Bt s, I certainy true that
for pvoics)mna\ muscuse 850 sampled sounds
justaren't good

Few musicans o argue with that and
whenyou st ying o e conventons A2
e alongside the normal synthesize

xpanders, i takes only minutes to = i

emo of
delights

desited Nevertheess, 1l be te it to admit that
it IFF BSVX sounds are perfecty OK for games
and other general Amiga music use

My real aversion, as far as the Bt
sound thing goes, is ot the qualty of the sounds
s such but the effrtrequired to do anything
Constructive with them. s not that [ lazy bu.
ke most writes - whose ves revolve around
evereducing deadines - | am usually short of
time and find creating songs using conventonal
Amiga tracker programs a tofal pain

ISEEPING TRACK

The reason for this i that fm prmarly a Midi
s e ey enough tosit down and

(€ Carror_number=0iscardByts

<
it co_absotute_tine>=a_ton

mumu timing that piece of musicino an
Amiga racker module is qite another mater -
much o that | fubippltg

diferent method.

e just what
tthe delay values that will eventually be jammed into
the Amiga's 8520 CAB timers

moment the next note on that channel was
big deal Hitting the Amiga’s timer hardware direct s

which actualy start e in a convenoral
sequencer, create the song with Dr T KCS

it arangement as a standard Mid fe. The
reason for the choice o four channels s because
s e i o Amigas use of four
intemal sound channels.

Another muem restricion that s relevant s
that the note events on any partcuar rack
musint overtap,

oL, incidentaly, realy necessary on newer, faster
machines because the higherieveltmer device:
focites ave been improved. it e CA et
technique does seem to be the safest w
getting consstent tming with programs teigped
10 1un on old Amigas

e decding when Wi evrts o be
played, it iso necessay to work out how to
produce notesof the ight pitch ot anples
bengused.IF sundfles s you iy know,

plyed. they
Smply mior the imiatons o he Amigas curent
sound haroware.
Hoving got a song stored 25 a idi le what
appens 0107 ve writen utites which comvet
he Mici message events nto  orm suiable for
he Amiga sound chips.Iiallythe not
posd omrs Lo rackare extacted
1nd merged nto 3 Wi event st hat s tme
Ordred Once tha s aalable heevent s
hardware time

But does

Now that Ive given you an outine of the boring technics luues the big questions
1y good, and more importantly i

he thing to do at s point i 1o get your mveroik ou, find th foider with my
txampla on t, and doublelick on the PlayTestsong icon s gt agatelle for
Plano in A minor and credit goes firstly ¢

v s approach any

turning in his grave at my variations

since it was his arrangement of this plﬂlmliv piece that prompted me to produce my

own.
Coders among you might also be interested to know that my demo program s using
Oregon Research's GameSmith sound library routines for the actual sound ‘generation!

programs o play the: S s ettt
o play a who range of notes 3 program needs to
recaculate the perod values 5o tha th pitch of
the sampl in question rlaes o the Midi note that
 do the resuts sound fike?  [IAEICRMaY

“The caculations are notterbly difficul but

oven - who

duves it Waugh at Words & Music

‘events themselves, the beneft being that no tme:
consuming caculations need to be done during
playback

a Computing
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This month our
resident music
expert Paul
Dueraa takies

inuoluing Midi
5pquening,
tracker
modules and
fimiga sounds
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AMm Iwmmsm artworks B Ay
Tonson %091, Harosh D,
oy s
proie @ o [
107 Kew=1l 128 Pagesaan: oo, sl
Aon i 5 ey - |
APEPD A Sharoars 5 b
128 Mg's PD. 136
Aworks 1 pgoviee P |
Biterso 0 oo, Healy Marketng 128
i FovirConpe oy 2
ConpoSevte PR o w
Coombe s S, M2 e Computing.... 18, 11,32,38,30 5. Pg nd oo e
e o frn Dy
" 11. Cvistmas
et Gt Sppt W in i in o
DTBS. S iy '“2 13 Sport
os—— s e E s
(e o
el gl gt Ariscamoutng
s o e ; R
Europress Software. 112,113 Sien Software. 2 Amiga * yattitan
i 1 soao 200, s [
o 0 ity
i e L
s S m SoePD. 1% e s eosent. Wi
Gastnr 1 Saics s SRR T e e
Gordon Harwood. 21,69 Village Tronics. 3% i Please make cheques/PO’s payable to ARTWORKS
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The Facts About Em!
« Em covers Desktop publishing, ), kS, A
word processing, printing, E IS A\!A!LAIQ{.E FQ&M
graphics and much more in-depth Gordon Harwood Computers
*Em cate;rs flor all of you, :hether 01773 836781 crezle ca‘vd
you're a beginner or expel orders!
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Subscriptionsonly availablefrom LH Publishing postage rates o your part of the world

BOOKS! () Amiga Desktop Publishing £14.95 (O Fonts & Clip Art £9.95 () Printers £4.95

available from

sl O Introduction to DTP £4.95 O Desktop Video £5.95 () W'Processing £4.95
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elcome, welcome. Yes, ‘tis me, here to

give you my sage advice on the topic of

DTP. This column has been running for

~ about three years under the watchful eye of Ben
Pointer, but because | have taken it over I'm
going to start from scratch once more, going
over some topics that might seem obvious to old
hands at the DTP game.

If you are one of those old hands, don't just
think there will be nothing of use to you and
turn over the page immediately. There's always
something to learn, even if it pops up in material

~ you assume yourself to be proficient in. What's
more, the different slant given to the topics
might cause you to rethink some of your
strategies for page layout, thus leading to... well,
- welll see.

One of the biggest secrets in DTP is where all
those designers get their ideas. Like Penn &
Teller, I'm all in favour of the free dissemination

of information, so I'l tell you. The answer lies in
keeping all those bits of bumpf you are sent
through the post, find in magazines, or see as
styles in books or on TV. Make a portfolio, not of
“your own work - that will come later - but of

- other people’s work. This will provide you with a
good basis for your future output.

You can pick up a brochure, a magazine and a
business card and say, “Hmm, | like the way the
text is flowed around the pictures in this
brochure, | think the way the page numbers are
presented in this mag is good and the font used
on this business card is just great. Mix them all
together and what have | got?”

If you're not careful, what you've got is a
mess. But as you can see, having source material
aroynd is very useful as a starting point. And so,
as you've probably already worked out, the
answer to the above question is that designers
steal their ideas. I'm not saying they are all
plagiarists and bowdlerisers, but at various points
in their careers they all have that magpie urge to
collect other people’s work and incorporate it
into their own designs.

Some of the ideas you might like to emulate,
for instance booleaned text where a graphical
element runs through the text changing the
colour where it hits it (Arrgh! difficult to explain...
just see the picture and you'll understand), are
very difficult with the software available on the
Amiga.

If the text is simple you can try to create
booleaned text by using a variety of boxes on the
page which are layered to chop out parts of the
text, then replace those parts with different

_ coloured bits and so on. Alternatively, you could
use Art Expression to perform the same task, but
you might have problems with Art Expression’s
output if you use ProPage.

Never mind. If you desperately want the

(uality images

Lhanging

hands

Just to prove how

difficult it is to
produce this sort of
effect in an Amiga DTP
package, I resorted to

doing it in DPaint.

effect, you'll work at it. If not, you can always
come back to that effect when your software has
been upgraded and has it built-in. My advice to
you is not to try too hard to get an effect. It may
seem odd to say that, but if you have a job to do
and you spend four days just trying to do
boolean text, you will neglect the rest of the job
because of your mounting frustration. Trust me,
I've been in the same situation.

Modulate your desires. Some of the nicest

The secret of success is to malce sure that the image you print is of the highest quality
you can achieve, because the printer is always going to downgrade that image. If you
have ADPro and are using 8-bit greyscale or 24-bit colour images, don't reduce them to
16 colours, don't use dithering, and don't necessarily try to get them to fit your screen’s

aspect ratio.

Again, if you are using an image processing program for your pictures, use the
gamma correction tool to brighten up your picture because prmted output is always
darker than screen output. ‘

layout designs are also the simplest, the kind of
thing you could bung out on a word processor.
Also, you should work within the limitations of
your output device. If you've only got a nine-pin
dot matrix printer, don't bother with complex
colour graphics - they will get lost on the page
and, at best, come out muddy and unclear.

If you have to use this sort of printer, stick to
line art and simple boxes, and paste up your -
pictures afterwards. When using a laser printer,
always bear in mihd that lasers don't usually print
edge-to-edge on the page. Also, if you are going
to use pictures or scanned images, what looks
good on the screen doesn't always work on
paper.

Well, that's ideas and designs briefly covered
and | seem to have run eut of room, so next

- month I'll be back with a few more of the

hundred and one things | want to tell you about.
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Malkse editing and
manipulating files a
broeze with Dirlllorks 2

® Runs on Amigas with Kickstart 1.2 upwards
@ Operates easily within 512k RAM

® Unlimited number of buttons

@ Unlimited number of menus in any font or colour
® Add Applcons to Workbench

® ARexx port and virus checker

® Fully configurable using the configuration editor
® Full system information features
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Next Day £5.00

2-3 Days £2.50 Saturday £10.00
Deliveries are subject to stock availability
Allow up to 7 days for cheques to clear

-, =

A4000

answer and leased line support.

GENLOCKS/DIGITIZERS

FANDEM CD-DE

This card allows you o connect a CD-ROM
drive to your Amiga 2000/3000/4000, Syqucst
3.5" and IDE HD's. Complete with cables,
software and manual. ROM 2.04 or abov.

'VANDEM CD-DECARD ... . £69

Trade and Educational orders welcome - Worldwide Seiriation a

ACEEX 32 BIS 14,400 bps . . . . .£169
ACEEX v32 BIS FastFax 26,300 bps £229
TRAPFAX Fax Modem Software . . .£49

EEDWERCAsEs W

The A1200 Tower comes complete with 3 x
5,25 drive bays, 5 x 3.5 drve bays, real rime
clock, 5 x Zorro dots 4 x PC sors and a key-

board intrface

The A4000 Tower comes complete with 6 x
5.25" drive bays, 5 x 3.5" drive bays, real time
clock, 7 Zofro slots and 5 x PC slots,

Both Towers arc asy o instll

TOWER A1200 .
TOWER A4000 .

EXTENDED KEV!OARD £29 95
PSU 230ware .95
PSU 250wart (available 3/95) ,£I29.95

Not 5T
Approved

[GRAPHIC sysTevs [l

Microgen genlock allows you to overlay
professional looking graphics onto your home-
made movies. Microgen comes complete with
titling sofiware and hardware controlled fades.

MICROGEN 5VHS Genlock .£179.95
MICROGEN VHS Genlock . . .£99.95

Videon 3.0 unlocks the Amiga's graphic
potentia. Digtize and display all §096 colours
in high resolution mode and the stunning
29,791 colours mode. Digicze in 24-bit, direcrly
from a VCR, Video Camera, LaserDisc, et
VIDEON3.0 .......... £139.95
Maxigen 2 is a very high quality genlock for
over-laying graphics onto VHS or SVHS. Full
hardware fades, olour composition controls and
excellnt keying qualiy

MAXIGEN 2 Genlock . . . . . £299.95

H EBEFOGEN scsi-2 B

SCS1-2 controller card for the Amiga 1500/4000
Upgradable o 8MB of RAM.

OCTOGEN 2008

POWER COMPUTING LTD
44a/b Stanley St
Tel 01234 273000 ¢

x 01234 35220

44 colours simultaneo
-ﬂ-—!aﬂsq-ﬁ-
vug Duc 165l ol o

the RGB connector with thr

gy or a genlock reconding
with your VCR any image you created in
262,144 colours.

Video Dac 18-bit s sble to split the
screen and display images/animations 1t
different resolutions or colours at the

qualit of the imags.
VIDEODAC

HSoFTPRODUCTS

SQUIRREL SCS! INTERFACE Connect SCS! perphicels
AURA 12/16-bit dircr o sk sample AGO0/1200 .+ +
MEGALOSOUND §.bit dircc- to sk sample,all Amigas +
VIDEOMASTER AGA Realiime video with sound + sills AG00/1200 £59.95
VIDEOMASTER AGA RGB VideoMaster AGA plus ColourMaster .£99.95
VIDEOMASTER Realime video with sound + stlls AS00/A5004 . . . .£52.95
VIDEOMASTER RGB VideoMaster plus ColourMasier AS00/AS00+ £89.95
COLOURMASTER RGB splitier for VideoMaster £52.9!

PROMIDI INTERFACE Anigs Midiinerfce

Picasso Il is 2

bie graphics card offcring tru recargetable graphics on any Zotro based

Amiga. Picasso resolutions are available from the standard ScreenModes prograsm. &
useable by OS friendly programs. The new Chunky option offers incredible speed wich

256 Workbench which is many times fuster than AGA! All screens are stored in
RAM, removing 2MB Chip RAM limitations. PicassoMode allows the creation of
screens quickly and simply:. Picasso 11 comes with 1
ImageFX., AdPro, ImageMaster, Real 3D and GIF
included s the MainActor animation program,

£299.95 WITH TV PAINT 2.0 £329.95
..£129.95

EmemiesiseAres W

Paine Junior and drivers &
EG and MPEG viewers. Al

PICASSOIl ..
PABLO Video Encoder
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If you're thinking about buying a new
peripheral for your A1200 or A600 then
.. don't ... until you've considered our
brand-new, plug-and-play SCSI 2.
interface and our exciting range of
‘modern storage devices.

Named after the famous storage-hungry
animal, the Squirrel * SCSI 2 interface
simply plugs into your PCMCIA slot and
allows you to connect up to 7 (ves, 7!)
SCSI devices to your Amiga at the same
time. Just thin atriple-speed

M, a SyQuest ™ removable drive,
a DAT drive, a Magneto Optical and a
Tape Streamer, all on-line and all
available at any time!

Al this is a reality with the ay
Squirrel ™ SCSI 2 interface.

mazing

The Squirrel comes complete with SCSI
software drivers, a host of useful SCST
programs (audio CD player, CD-to-HD
sampler etc.) and is also extremely
compatible with the CD32 so that, with
a suitable CD-ROM drive, you can run
games like Diggers, Brutal Football,
Liberation, Pinball Fantasies etc. etc.

But there

much more to SCSI than
CSl is an industry-wide
standard which means that you can

Ordering Information

et (se@ the complete st below) shouid bo avalable thr

have diffculty in oblaining

please call or fax 1o co

6 bit sampler

. THINK A

'SeSrT .

o
e

the neat Squirel SCS! interface

plug any SCSI external device into the
Squirrel interface and daisy-chain units
together. No longer are you forced into
a closed solution - with Squirrel, your
Amiga will grow with your needs.

Incredibly, the Squirrel SCSI 2 interface
costs only £69.95 including VAT and is
available now from all good Amiga
suppliers o directly from HiSoft.

To complement the Squirrel interface
we have released a number of quality
peripherals - professional Squirrel
Storage Systems " at nutty prices!

s a cheque or postal orders. Al p

VistaPro Lite

h your lavouite Amiga deale. f you
tite you can order directy from HiSaft - ust cal us free on 0300 223540, armed
or dobit card; we wil normally despatch within 4 working days (23 PAP) or, for £6, by quaranteed
next day deivery (for goods in stock)-Atematiely, y
fim pricing and postage costs. © 1995 HiSolt
1 - £99.95, Mogalosound 8 bit sampler - £34.95, Hi
HighSpoed Pascal - £99.95, Gamesmith - £99.95, Termite - £39.95

Si
Twst 2 database - £99.95, Maxon Magic - £29.95, Upper Disk Tools - £14.95, 4, and more.

INTERFACE

Squirrel Storage Systems

‘Squirel Storage Systems come either bare (int - reacy
for instalation nterall) or ull-cased (ext) with

val power supply, SCS inout, SCS! ID selector

and audio out for CD-ROM). The cases we use are
high qualy shielded, snap-together enclosures, each
Theso are available separately

a1 £69.95 sach (specily 35" or 5.25° when ordering).

Al prices include VAT!

SCSI CD-ROM Drive ¢

The Superriple ™ CD-ROM dirive offers 510Kb/sec ransfe,
190ms accass, ray-loaded, PhotoCD™ multisession,
CD32, C0-DA & more: a brand.
Teature-packed it at a fantastc prce.
SuperTriple™ int£189, ext £249.

SCSI SyQuest™ Driv
Transportabl storage is here with tre s, proven
SyQuest™ 88Mb and 270Mb removabe oves. Greatfor

backu and moving your work beween machings.
B8 nl £280, et £349. 270Mb nt £439, xt £499
Drive prces include 1 res carti
Exracarioges: 88 cart £50, 270Mb car £59

SCSI Hard Drives

Modern, fas (11ms seok) hard crves, allwith
128K cache, at reat prices.
S40M 1t £259, ext £319, 730Mb int £299, ext £359.

We can supply all necessary leads, terminators e
Ploase fool free o discuss your exact requiremts with our
riendly technical staf

SYSTEMS

‘The Old School, Greenfield
Bedford MK455DE UK
Tel: +44 (1525) 718181
Fax: +44 (1525) 713716 iJ




